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Editor
Colin Bradford

By chance there are several 
references in this issue to 
the  ICFR Member of the Year 
award which is given each year 
to the couple who have made 
the greatest contribution to 
ICFR.  Along with the Award 
the couple are also presented 
with a magnificent and 
impressive silver salver, the 
Robert and Mildred Sutcliffe 
Memorial Tray.  

We have a photograph of the latest recipients, Terry 
and Carole Cooke (on page 45).  Two of the people 
mentioned in the Obituaries were former winners, 
as were a couple mentioned in the Congratulations 
section.       When it has to be used frequently, the phrase 
“Robert and Mildred Sutcliffe Memorial Tray” is fairly 
hefty.   Would it be OK, I wonder, on occasion, to use a 
shorter name like the “Sutcliffe Tray”?

On a technical note the highly polished tray is, in effect, 
a very big mirror.  An unwary photographer could 
easily find himself or herself reflected in the very centre 
of the photograph.  One solution is to have the tray 
angled up towards the ceiling - which is why in this 
year’s photograph and in last year’s equivalent  (Issue 88, 
page 26) the middle of the tray looks as if it has been 
decorated with a fancy pattern of ceiling tiles!    
Had any of you noticed?

I am grateful to everyone who has contributed content 
for this very full winter issue.  Some items have been 
held over for the next issue: summer issues are always 
lighter because they include fewer rally reports. 

Requests for volunteers to supply new regular columns 
have so far been unsuccessful.  Go on.  Give it a go!

colin Bradford Editor
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sECrEtary
Derek Rogers

This edition of News and Views is a 
busy one for the Secretary as there 
are several business items that I 
need to cover.     Please do read 
through them (“Formal Business” on 
page 54) as there is important 
information regarding a formal 
proposal to make changes in our 
membership categories at the 2019 
AGM.

Later in the magazine you will 
see a summary of the business 
transacted at this year’s AGM.  The 
minor changes to the Constitution 
have been implemented in the 
detailed wording, and this is now 
available on our website.  

GDPR is also referenced in these 
minutes, and our Privacy Policy 
is also available for your review 
on the website.  Can I emphasise 
that no additional information is 
being requested, and that existing 
information is not being used in 
any new manner.    Membership 
Secretary Derrick Sanders and 
other officers are conscious of 
these requirements and have all 
necessary safeguards in place; the 
Rally Marshall Guidelines have been 
updated to note the privacy needs.   
We just need to continue to operate 
the Fellowship so that all members 
can enjoy its benefits.

Should you not be able to access 
any of the details on the website, 
I can on request provide paper 
copies of either.

Moving closer in time, there is also 
a summary, from the Executive 
meeting and the general member 
meeting, of the matters covered at 
the Autumn Fellowship in Malvern.   
I would add here that the Trustees 
(President Geoff Bell;  Programme 
Secretary Karen Holman; Secretary 
Derek Rogers;  Treasurer John 
Holman) also met as required, and I 
can report that there were no issues 
or concerns raised.   

Importantly, this summary contains 
outline of the proposal from the 
Executive Committee to amend 
our Constitution in terms of 
membership categories.  

Finally from me, the full Agenda 
for the 2019 AGM in Shrewsbury 
is noted.   This has the full detail of 
the formal proposal to change our 
membership categories and it fully 
explains the background behind 
this proposal from the Executive 
Committee.   This is a key topic 
please for your review. 

The agenda also notes that there 
are a number of vacancies that need 
to be filled in the future Officer and 
Committee team as from July 2019.   
Please do review this, and consider 
offering yourself forward to keep 
the Fellowship running in a strong 
and effective manner.  

Both the membership proposal and 
these vacancies do have the option 
of postal votes to be submitted 
should you not be able to make 
the AGM – again, full detail and 
timelines are noted.

Thank you for your attention to 
these matters, and your ongoing 
support

Derek Rogers Secretary

PrEsidEnt
Geoff Bell

2018
Wow!   What a brilliant summer to 
get out and enjoy our favourite 
hobby.   I hope that you were all 
able to join a least a few of the 
many rallies that were on offer on 
our excellent website.

A big thank-you also to the many 
who joined us at Malvern for our 
Autumn Fellowship and helped us 
to achieve a very respectable 73 
units.   It was a great rally with an 
impressive schedule of fellowship 
and fun in a very attractive location 
with much to explore locally; I still 
dream about that Morgan car.

It has been a very busy, but 
nevertheless enjoyable, summer for 
Maddy and me.   We’ve joined ten 
rallies this year (four since picking 
up the President’s mantle) and 
thoroughly enjoyed them all.   It 
was gratifying to present a first-
time Rally Marshal plaque at Netley 
Abbey for Ron Collins for a job very 
well done and to receive in return a 
modified version welcoming me to 
my first rally as President; nice one 
Ron.

Interestingly, both the Glorious 
South Devon and the recent 
Spanish rallies, although very short 

Derek Rogers

Geoff Bell
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on numbers, proved that you can 
still have lots of fun with just a small 
group.   So, rally marshals, do not 
despair.

As we move all too swiftly towards 
Christmas, we have two rallies 
remaining on our schedule, the 
Garden of England which Maddy 
and I are running with Paula 
Howard, followed by Mike Segon’s 
Thursford rally, always a great 
season-closer and still with some 
vacancies.   Let’s end the year on a 
high.

2019
2019 is fast approaching and the 
provisional rally programme is 
taking shape with five overseas and 
sixteen UK rallies listed so far.   But 
there is plenty of room for more, 
particularly during the summer, 
bearing in mind that in 2018 we 
have had the opportunity to attend 
a total of 29 rallies.

As you start to plan your 2019 
movements, can I please ask you 
to give your support to our AGM 
and Autumn Fellowship meetings, 
both of which are at new venues, 
Shrewsbury and Ancaster near 
Grantham.   Let us see if we can 
match or even beat the numbers 
that made our Autumn Fellowship 
so enjoyable.

Looking at 2019, I am pleased to 
see that prospective rally marshals 
are making good use of the new 
forward planner which is available 
on our website.   This should be a 
great aid to our RMs and gives all of 
you an early view of what is being 
planned.

Rallies are our bread and butter so 
I would ask all of you to do three 
things:

1. Try to provide some new ideas, 
new locations and new themes.   

2. If your Areas are not currently 
proposing a couple of rallies for 
2019, please make a positive 
effort to assist them to do so.

3. Sign up to attend the rallies that 
are available to you.   

Membership
You will all be well aware of the 
brilliant PR initiative generated by 
Colin Bradford and Martin Williams 
and we must continue our efforts if 
we are to successfully recruit.   Did 
you all succeed in distributing all of 
our “Two Ticks” flyers and our extra 
copies of News & Views?  If not, let’s 
give it another push.

I have in the last two years had my 
ears bent upon a number of topics 
but one which has been raised 
several times is that of our Associate 
members and non-Rotarian Full 
members, the latter generally being 
partners of Rotarians.   

I can assure you that both are a 
very supportive and well-respected 
section of our membership, some 
even running our Areas and our 
rallies.   

However, Associates have no 
voting rights at our major rallies 
and are not represented on our 
Executive Committee.   In addition, 
neither they nor non-Rotarian Full 
members can be Executive Officers.   
Your Executive looked closely at 
this situation whilst at Malvern 
and unanimously agreed that we 
should move as soon as possible to 
a situation where all members are 
equal in their opportunity to vote 
and hold committee and officer 
positions.   A formal proposal will be 
tabled for the AGM at Shrewsbury 
and you will have the chance to 
decide.

Fresh Blood
Our fellowship is blessed with many 
volunteers who give freely of their 
time to make ICFR the tremendous 
success that it is.   For example, 
your elected representatives on the 
Executive not only spend several 
hours at the two major rallies each 
year managing our club’s business 

With best wishes to all our 
ICFR friends for a Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy New 
Year 

David & Jane

M ac k

Happy & Healthy 
Christmas and 2019 

to you!  
Derek & Linda

H a r v e y

Happy Christmas to everyone 
in ICFR. Best wishes 
Julie & Martin

W i l l i a M s

Wishing everyone in ICFR a 
Happy and Healthy Christmas 

and New Year 

Joe

M u tc H

A very Happy Christmas and 
New Year to you all 

John & Margaret

Wa r r ac k

Best wishes and happy 
touring to all the great 

friends we’ve made in ICFR 
John & Mary

lo r a n

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR.  Hope to 

meet up in 2019. 
Roger & Pauline

B r o W n

We wish our ICFR friends a 
Merry Christmas and healthy 

caravanning in 2019 

Geoff & Brenda

F e W i n g s

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year from 

Gerard, Christine

t u r l e y

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New 

Year 
Bill & Anne

l e s l i e / r o B e r t s

Happy Christmas and a 
Healthy New Year, and 

thanks for all the good wishes 
regarding David’s illness  
David & Wendy

r i c H a r d s o n

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda i bawb yn ICFR - 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all in ICFR 

John ag Ann

H ac k n e y

Nadolig Llawen a phob hwyl ar 
gyfer 2019 -

 Happy Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Alan

k e M p

Now just gan canny owwer 
Christmas - and divvint gan 

daft on Owld Year’s Night 

Alec, Colin et al.

t H e  g a d g i e  co l l e c t i v e

Happy Christmas to all in 
ICFR.  

Best wishes for 2019 
John & Shirley

n e av e

Best wishes for a Happy 
Christmas to all our new 

friends in ICFR 
Talfyn & Daphne

H a r r i e s

Happy Christmas & a Happy 
New Year 

Robert & Brenda

F o W l e r

We wish all our friends in 
ICFR a Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy New Year 

Derrick & Sheila

s a n d e r s
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but also participate in many 
discussions throughout the year.   

You will see elsewhere in this 
great magazine of ours, that there 
are a number of positions that 
will become available next July 
and nominations would be very 
welcome especially from those of 
you who have not previously joined 
the Exec.   Fresh faces bring fresh 
ideas and that is exactly what we 
need.   Please give it some thought.

Happy camping to you all.   Hope to 
see you soon.

geoff Bell President

ViCE-PrEsidEnt
Bruce Wallace

As this is my first ever report to ICFR 
members I would like to start by 
thanking all the past presidents and 
officers for their help, advice and 
guidance.   I for one was not aware 
of all the work done by the officers 
especially in between the larger 
rallies.   

I feel very honoured to be asked 
to take on this role and will serve 
ICFR to the best of my ability.   As 
one of the servants to ICFR and, 
yes I do feel I am a servant to the 
organisation as well as a leader, I 
would like every one of you to help 
me so we can do the very best for 
this wonderful organisation.   

so how could you help?   

Firstly, how do you think we can 
make ICFR even better?   Your 
ideas will be welcome and please 
do give me your thoughts as to 
how to deliver the improvements 
you suggest.   I hope that during 
my time we will, with your help, 
make improvements.   Already you 

will see one of the changes in the 
President’s report.

Secondly I agreed with President 
Geoff to get representatives from the 
Area committees to meet together 
at the last Autumn Fellowship so 
we could ask for their suggestions 
as a group.   In particular, we sought 
their personal help in arranging the 
larger rallies and their suggestions 
of where they might be held, with 
the hope of some new venues as 
well as old tried and tested ones.   I 
would also like to encourage every 
Area to list possible rallies on the 
future programmes for 2019 and 
2020 to allow co-ordination of rally 
dates.   Our hope is to increase the 
number of rallies offered and to 
allow people travelling to an area to 
maybe link rallies together.   

Looking back at my 1998 
programme I note there were 70 
rallies.   Because Areas worked 
closely together many of the rallies 
were timed so that you could 
do two, three or more on a tour.   
Some of the sites were only fields: 
nowadays we seem to like a bit 
more comfort so maybe it is harder 
to arrange these now.

Publicity and membership

It says in the Constitution I should 
report on membership and 
publicity.   Derrick Sanders is the 
holder of the details on membership 
so I will leave the details to him and 
Colin Bradford is our expert leading 
publicity with Martin Williams and 

All he wanted was “Peas on 
Earth”.  Thank you for your 
welcome and a very happy 

Christmas to you all. 
Jenny & Alan

co s t e l lo

Very best seasonal wishes to 
you all.  Hope to see you in 

a field in 2019! 
Geoff & Maddy

B e l l

Best wishes to all my ICFR 
friends for a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

Jil

s to r e r

Happy Christmas. Great 
caravanning in 2019. 

Ivan & Barbara

pa l M e r

To all our friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
John & Doris

s a d l e r

We wish all our 
merchandising customers a 

Merry Xmas. 
Christine & Roger

r e s t e l l

A very Happy Christmas to all  
our friends in ICFR 

Anne & John

Wa lg r o v e

To all my good friends in ICFR, 
wishing you a very Happy 

Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 

Sylvia

s k e r r at t

Happy Christmas and 
good caravanning in 2019 

Philip & 
Rosalind

c a ry

Christmas greetings and 
warmest good wishes to you 

all. 
John & Diana

lo M ax

Happy Xmas to all our friends 
in ICFR 

Tim & Katrina

s H e p pa r d / l a n c a s t e r

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR 

David & Win

H at H e r a l l

We wish all our fans in ICFR 
a rocking good Christmas. 
John, John & Roger

t H e  e l d e r ly  B r ot H e r s

Best Wishes for a very Happy 
Christmas and a successful New Year 

to all our good friends in ICFR.  See 
you all in a field somewhere in 2019. 

John & Dot

e d Wa r d s

Wishing all our ICFR friends 
an enjoyable Christmas. Love 

from… 

John, Karen & Rocky

H o l M a n

To all my friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
Paula,   XXX

H o Wa r d

A very Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year. 

Tony & Elizabeth

Wa k e F i e l d

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 
and many rallies.  May your 

vans have no punctures. 

Ralph & Valja

r o s e M a nBruce Wallace
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I would not like to duplicate their 
efforts.   

I am also asked to comment on 
attendance at rallies but our 
treasurer, John Holman, has the 
figures so far this year and we could 
not get anyone more precise with 
figures.

I would, however, like to make a 
few points.   Firstly, the changes to 
allow family members and alumni 
is a positive change and Colin 
and Martin are a tour de force on 
publicity so I hope we can reverse 
the decline in membership.

inner Wheel
Inner Wheel has a large number 
of Rotarian spouses and they may 
not yet know of our changes which 
allowing family members to join 
ICFR so can I encourage you all to 
share the leaflets Colin produced 
with your local Inner Wheel 
membership.   I recently had lunch 
with the outgoing Inner Wheel 
President and I gave her leaflets and 
spoke to her about ICFR.   This has 
already produced fruit  (You can tell 
I am a keen gardener).

I have also set Colin Bradford a 
challenge to get a piece about ICFR 
published in the national Inner 
Wheel magazine.   My hope is that 
each of you will get something 
published in your local Inner Wheel 
magazines or at least talk to local 
members so they and their families 
become aware of ICFR and the 
many benefits it offers.

I have already asked everyone of you 
to help me and the whole executive 
but we are a great family and I know 
we can help one another.   

Can I also be the first in this 
magazine, even ahead of Colin, to 
wish you and your families a happy 
and peaceful Christmas (and yes I 
have paid my £10 for my Christmas 
message later in this edition.

Bruce Wallace Vice-President

MEMBErshiP
Derrick Sanders

At the time of preparing this 
report we have 794 members.   
Encouragingly, there have been 
35 new members so far this year 
although this is almost offset 
by losses, which are primarily 
accounted for by members selling 
their outfits and sad news.   Our 
new recruits have joined following 
personal recommendation of 
members which shows that we 
all have to promote ICFR to those 
we know who have caravans or 
motorhomes, and even to any 
stranger you may meet who you 
find is a Rotarian.

I frequently send out general 
circulations using Mailchimp which 
means that it is important to let 
me know if you change your email 
address.   Please let me know if you 
want an extra email address added 
to my list.   A number of couples 
have emails sent to each of them.

I send out regular monthly emails 
with updates to the last edition 
of the Handbook (formerly the 
Directory) and occasionally with 
other information i.e., Sad News.   
It is disappointing to see that 
only just under 60% of you open 
those emails.   Please open them.   
You never know, there may be 

With best wishes to all our 
ICFR friends for a Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy New 
Year 

David & Jane

M ac k

Happy & Healthy 
Christmas and 2019 

to you!  
Derek & Linda

H a r v e y

Happy Christmas to everyone 
in ICFR. Best wishes 
Julie & Martin

W i l l i a M s

Wishing everyone in ICFR a 
Happy and Healthy Christmas 

and New Year 

Joe

M u tc H

A very Happy Christmas and 
New Year to you all 

John & Margaret

Wa r r ac k

Best wishes and happy 
touring to all the great 

friends we’ve made in ICFR 
John & Mary

lo r a n

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR.  Hope to 

meet up in 2019. 
Roger & Pauline

B r o W n

We wish our ICFR friends a 
Merry Christmas and healthy 

caravanning in 2019 

Geoff & Brenda

F e W i n g s

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year from 

Gerard, Christine

t u r l e y

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New 

Year 
Bill & Anne

l e s l i e / r o B e r t s

Happy Christmas and a 
Healthy New Year, and 

thanks for all the good wishes 
regarding David’s illness  
David & Wendy

r i c H a r d s o n

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda i bawb yn ICFR - 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all in ICFR 

John ag Ann

H ac k n e y

Nadolig Llawen a phob hwyl ar 
gyfer 2019 -

 Happy Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Alan

k e M p

Now just gan canny owwer 
Christmas - and divvint gan 

daft on Owld Year’s Night 

Alec, Colin et al.

t H e  g a d g i e  co l l e c t i v e

Happy Christmas to all in 
ICFR.  

Best wishes for 2019 
John & Shirley

n e av e

Best wishes for a Happy 
Christmas to all our new 

friends in ICFR 
Talfyn & Daphne

H a r r i e s

Happy Christmas & a Happy 
New Year 

Robert & Brenda

F o W l e r

We wish all our friends in 
ICFR a Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy New Year 

Derrick & Sheila

s a n d e r s

Derrick Sanders
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something of interest to you in 
those messages.

By popular request the Calendar/
Rally Card will be inside the 2019 
Handbook.

Finally, please let me know of any 
changes to your address, telephone, 
mobile, email or club information 
so that I can keep our Handbook 
accurate and circulate details in the 
monthly update.

Derrick Sanders Membership Sec’y

FinanCE
John Holman

current Account balance 
 (at 26 October)  £3,945.94 

Business reserve Account 
balance 
£15,017.86

As I predicted at the AGM, our 
balances are gradually diminishing, 
currently some £2,000 down on this 
time last year.   Much of this is due to 
a major PR exercise which has been 

undertaken, whereby a copy of 
News & Views is being sent to every 
member for the next two years, and 
a promotional brochure has been 
developed and widely circulated.   
Subscriptions are not keeping 
pace, currently some 6% down 
on last year.   This year’s AGM rally 
showed a relatively small deficit of 
£469, while  the Autumn Fellowship 
meeting covered its costs.   More 
outgoings are expected before the 
year ends.

The rally season is coming to a close, 
and my thanks are again due to all 
the rally marshals for the helpful 
financial returns that have made my 
task that much easier.   The annual 
Area returns will be in by the time 
this is published.

The ICFR Asset Register has been 
updated and circulated, and I 
would encourage all Rally Marshals 
and Areas to use this to see what 
equipment might be available to 
borrow before considering other 
purchases.   

Overall, I can assure members that 
your finances are in good hands.

John Holman Treasurer

i.t.
David Shaw

There have been some significant 
changes to the website:

1. Rally planning calendars for 
the next two year have been 
added to enable potential rally 
marshals to find suitable dates 
for future rallies more easily. 

2. I have also made changes to the 
navigation bar to simplify it by 
removing the links to the rally 
location maps.  Links to the map 
with the location of all rallies 

John Holman

All he wanted was “Peas on 
Earth”.  Thank you for your 
welcome and a very happy 

Christmas to you all. 
Jenny & Alan

co s t e l lo

Very best seasonal wishes to 
you all.  Hope to see you in 

a field in 2019! 
Geoff & Maddy

B e l l

Best wishes to all my ICFR 
friends for a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

Jil

s to r e r

Happy Christmas. Great 
caravanning in 2019. 

Ivan & Barbara

pa l M e r

To all our friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
John & Doris

s a d l e r

We wish all our 
merchandising customers a 

Merry Xmas. 
Christine & Roger

r e s t e l l

A very Happy Christmas to all  
our friends in ICFR 

Anne & John

Wa lg r o v e

To all my good friends in ICFR, 
wishing you a very Happy 

Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 

Sylvia

s k e r r at t

Happy Christmas and 
good caravanning in 2019 

Philip & 
Rosalind

c a ry

Christmas greetings and 
warmest good wishes to you 

all. 
John & Diana

lo M ax

Happy Xmas to all our friends 
in ICFR 

Tim & Katrina

s H e p pa r d / l a n c a s t e r

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR 

David & Win

H at H e r a l l

We wish all our fans in ICFR 
a rocking good Christmas. 
John, John & Roger

t H e  e l d e r ly  B r ot H e r s

Best Wishes for a very Happy 
Christmas and a successful New Year 

to all our good friends in ICFR.  See 
you all in a field somewhere in 2019. 

John & Dot

e d Wa r d s

Wishing all our ICFR friends 
an enjoyable Christmas. Love 

from… 

John, Karen & Rocky

H o l M a n

To all my friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
Paula,   XXX

H o Wa r d

A very Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year. 

Tony & Elizabeth

Wa k e F i e l d

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 
and many rallies.  May your 

vans have no punctures. 

Ralph & Valja

r o s e M a n
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With best wishes to all our 
ICFR friends for a Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy New 
Year 

David & Jane

M ac k

Happy & Healthy 
Christmas and 2019 

to you!  
Derek & Linda

H a r v e y

Happy Christmas to everyone 
in ICFR. Best wishes 
Julie & Martin

W i l l i a M s

Wishing everyone in ICFR a 
Happy and Healthy Christmas 

and New Year 

Joe

M u tc H

A very Happy Christmas and 
New Year to you all 

John & Margaret

Wa r r ac k

Best wishes and happy 
touring to all the great 

friends we’ve made in ICFR 
John & Mary

lo r a n

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR.  Hope to 

meet up in 2019. 
Roger & Pauline

B r o W n

We wish our ICFR friends a 
Merry Christmas and healthy 

caravanning in 2019 

Geoff & Brenda

F e W i n g s

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year from 

Gerard, Christine

t u r l e y

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New 

Year 
Bill & Anne

l e s l i e / r o B e r t s

Happy Christmas and a 
Healthy New Year, and 

thanks for all the good wishes 
regarding David’s illness  
David & Wendy

r i c H a r d s o n

Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda i bawb yn ICFR - 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all in ICFR 

John ag Ann

H ac k n e y

Nadolig Llawen a phob hwyl ar 
gyfer 2019 -

 Happy Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Alan

k e M p

Now just gan canny owwer 
Christmas - and divvint gan 

daft on Owld Year’s Night 

Alec, Colin et al.

t H e  g a d g i e  co l l e c t i v e

Happy Christmas to all in 
ICFR.  

Best wishes for 2019 
John & Shirley

n e av e

Best wishes for a Happy 
Christmas to all our new 

friends in ICFR 
Talfyn & Daphne

H a r r i e s

Happy Christmas & a Happy 
New Year 

Robert & Brenda

F o W l e r

We wish all our friends in 
ICFR a Happy Christmas and a 

Peaceful and Healthy New Year 

Derrick & Sheila

s a n d e r s

can now be found on each 
individual rally page. 

3. I have restored navigation 
tabs to Merchandise, Links and 
Photo Albums to the top level 
of navigation.  Some members 
could not navigate sub-levels 
easily.

I like to keep the site and the pages 
quick and easy to navigate, using 
big clearly marked buttons that 
have a consistent look and function. 
I have added a new feature for 
additional information from rally 
marshals.  This is in the form of a 
link with a note about what you will 
find if you follow the link.   Funnily 
enough this is what a link looks 

like.     If you see this 
anywhere on the site, go on, have 
a go, give it a click and see what’s 
there.

Any suggestions as to how we 
could improve the site are always 
welcome.  I would like to thank all 
those who have given me feedback 
and heads-up for errors on the site.

As I said in my last report, I have 
been doing this job now for about 
eight years.  Although I am willing 
to carry on, I would willingly step 
aside if any member has a burning 
desire to take on the role.   Perhaps 
you could bring a fresh new 
approach to a website that I fear 
may be becoming a little jaded?

David Shaw IT Secretary

rally PrograMME
Karen Holman

Forward planning

A new forward-planning idea is 
being tried this year.   Members 
who are considering putting on 
a rally can list it on our website 
as a proposal and without any 
commitment.   The hope is that this 
will help others to see what is being 
planned and perhaps encourage 
more proposals to come forward, 
allowing future rallies to be linked 
together.   Some have welcomed 
this opportunity to declare their 
intentions early on.   Others may 
have been confused, thinking that 
if a potential rally is listed, it must 
be going ahead.   The scheme will 
be reviewed after a year to assess 
its value.

rally numbers

Whether linked to this or not, rally 
offers have been slower to come in 
this year, but we have now crept up 
to twenty-two firm offers for 2019 
as I write at the end of October: 
seventeen in the UK and five abroad.   
This compares to twenty-eight last 
year.   Full details are included in this 
copy of News & Views (Starting on  
page 10).   While the UK programme 
features many old favourites, we 
have some exciting new venues at 
home and abroad, and a few new 
rally marshals too.   It is always good 

David Shaw

Karen Holman
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All he wanted was “Peas on 
Earth”.  Thank you for your 
welcome and a very happy 

Christmas to you all. 
Jenny & Alan

co s t e l lo

Very best seasonal wishes to 
you all.  Hope to see you in 

a field in 2019! 
Geoff & Maddy

B e l l

Best wishes to all my ICFR 
friends for a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 

Jil

s to r e r

Happy Christmas. Great 
caravanning in 2019. 

Ivan & Barbara

pa l M e r

To all our friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
John & Doris

s a d l e r

We wish all our 
merchandising customers a 

Merry Xmas. 
Christine & Roger

r e s t e l l

A very Happy Christmas to all  
our friends in ICFR 

Anne & John

Wa lg r o v e

To all my good friends in ICFR, 
wishing you a very Happy 

Christmas and a Happy New 
Year 

Sylvia

s k e r r at t

Happy Christmas and 
good caravanning in 2019 

Philip & 
Rosalind

c a ry

Christmas greetings and 
warmest good wishes to you 

all. 
John & Diana

lo M ax

Happy Xmas to all our friends 
in ICFR 

Tim & Katrina

s H e p pa r d / l a n c a s t e r

Happy Christmas to all our 
friends in ICFR 

David & Win

H at H e r a l l

We wish all our fans in ICFR 
a rocking good Christmas. 
John, John & Roger

t H e  e l d e r ly  B r ot H e r s

Best Wishes for a very Happy 
Christmas and a successful New Year 

to all our good friends in ICFR.  See 
you all in a field somewhere in 2019. 

John & Dot

e d Wa r d s

Wishing all our ICFR friends 
an enjoyable Christmas. Love 

from… 

John, Karen & Rocky

H o l M a n

To all my friends in 
ICFR, have a very Merry 
Christmas and all the best 

for 2019. 
Paula,   XXX

H o Wa r d

A very Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year. 

Tony & Elizabeth

Wa k e F i e l d

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 
and many rallies.  May your 

vans have no punctures. 

Ralph & Valja

r o s e M a n

to see fresh ideas coming forward, 
and it is particularly pleasing to 
be able to encourage members to 
have a go at running a rally for the 
first time.   

There are still some gaps in the 
calendar which prospective 
rally marshals may like to take 
advantage of.   Nothing is currently 
planned to follow the AGM from 
21 May for several weeks into the 
summer, nor immediately after 
Autumn Fellowship.   Unusually, 
we are breaking with tradition 
by having no overseas rallies on 
offer in June.   That is always a 
good month in Europe, when the 
weather is often very good and 
we can take advantage of the ACSI 
rates before the campsites get 
busy.   On the other hand, members 
have three rallies to choose from in 
Europe in early September this year, 
all of which allow return to the UK 
in time for the Autumn Fellowship 
meeting.

There is always more scope for 
arranging more rallies across the 
calendar and in other parts of the 
country, so if you think you might 
have a good idea for a rally near 
where you live, or in a favourite 
location, please get in touch.   I can 
always help you to put your ideas 
into practice.

As usual, every 2019 Rally Marshal 
is receiving a Rally Pack containing 
recently updated Guidance Notes 
and other important information to 
help members to run a successful 
rally.   Help and advice is never far 
away.

Thank you to everyone who gets 
involved with running rallies.   
These are our life blood, and our 
volunteers are priceless.   Let us look 
forward to enjoying another year of 
ICFR fellowship together.

Karen Holman 
Programme Secretary

We wish all our friends 
in ICFR a very Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy 
New Year 

Colin & Kathleen

B r a d F o r d

Have a fantastic Christmas.  
I look forward to seeing you all 
again during the forthcoming 

rally season 

Derek

r o g e r s

Yo Ho Ho!  Merry Christmas to 
everyone in ICFR 

David & Jeanne

s H aW

To all our ICFR friends - 
Good wishes for Christmas 

and 2019 
Bob & Jill

B r a d l e y

A jolly Merry Christmas and 
all the best for 2019 to our 

friends in ICFR 
Dorothy & Richard

s Wa i n s to n

Greetings to all our friends - 
for Christmas and New Year 

Rosemary & Cliff

d o r l i n g

We wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous 

2019. 

Michael & Barbara

s e g o n

Happy Christmas to all 
our friends in ICFR.  

Happy New Year. 
Paul & Jackie

s H a r M a n

To all our friends - Happy 
Christmas and “Keep ahaad”. 

Alec & Anne

s Wa i l e s

Merry Christmas and a great 
New Year to all our friends 

Paul & Chris

Q u i n l a n

Merry Christmas & all the best 
for 2019 to all our friends in 

ICFR 

Mike & Mavis

s M i t H

Wishing all our ICFR 
friends a Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New Year 
Tim & Shirley

H a d r i l l

Best Wishes to you all for a 
Happy Christmas and a good 

New Year 

Brian & Margaret

l e v e r to n

A very Happy Brexit and New 
Year 

John & June

B u M F r e y

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all our 
friends in ICFR.  See you 

in 2019. 
Tony & Sandra

F o r s y t H

We wish you a Happy Christmas 
and a great caravanning year in 
2019.  Hope to see you on the 

fields. 
Eileen & Gwyn

W e a l l a n s

Best Wishes for a Happy 
Christmas and happy camping 

in 2019 

Malcolm & Maureen

d u n g W o r t H

Best wishes to all my “old” and 
new Rotary friends 

Mike

t e B B u t t
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UK ralliEs - 2019
  

mArch Wed 20th - Tues 26th   
skelwith Fold Ambleside, Cumbria

The Skelwith site is all hardstanding with excellent 
drainage, 600 feet above the Lakes on a fell with good 
access on tarmac roads. 

This is a six night rally with electricity and very good 
shower/toilet blocks, plus an excellent shop and very 
warm function room, a good library and drying room.  
Ideal for any weather. All our twenty pitches are grouped 
together.

We shall have a few changes to the usual programme, 
with new venues to visit and a few organised walks.  
The Lake District can be stunning at this time of year, 
with snow on the fells and sunshine on the Lakes.   Visit 
Grasmere and Keswick or Ambleside and Windermere, 
either by car or by the very good bus service.

We are restricted to 20 units this year, so please book 
early.                         

Max 20 RM/BO: ted Walmsley 
 ARM: John Warrack

APril Tues 23rd - Mon 29th   
Aldeburgh Suffolk

A return to the famous Aldeburgh Rally, where we have 
good access to the town and the wonderful East Anglia 
coastline from Ipswich to Cromer. Church Farm is a 
fantastic site with the smell of salt air and fresh fish to 
buy.

Max 25 RM: gwyn Weallans 
 BO: Eileen Weallans 

mAy Tues 7th - Sun 12th 
cotswolds revisited Oxfordshire

Returning to Greenhill Farm Caravan & Leisure Park, 
Bletchington. Close to the delights of Oxford, Blenheim 
Palace and Bicester Village. The flat rally field has a rural 
aspect with full toilet facilities, a shop and café on site, 
and a fishing lake. There is the option to stay on the rally 
field until the AGM on 16th May, some 2 hours away by 
motorway.

Max 20 RM: Richard & Dorothy Swainston 
 BO: geoff fewings 

mAy Fri 10th - Thurs 16th  
usk Valley South Wales

This peaceful, well run site is part of the beautiful South 
Wales countryside between Usk and Abergavenny. It 
has good full facilities. Relax or there’s lots to do: castles 
and canal, shops (local in Abergavenny or 45 mins away 
in Cardiff); or explore Roman, Welsh and mining history, 
visit Big Pit (and go underground), a whisky distillery, 
cider tasting, the Welsh Folk Museum, the Royal Mint, NT 
Tredegar House or a Roman settlement. It is a pleasant 
drive (just over 2 hours) to the AGM at Shrewsbury, 
mainly along the picturesque A49. 

Max 15 RM/BO: gerard & christine turley 
 ARM: John & Dot edwards

mAy Thur 16th  - Tues 21st 
2019 Agm rally Shrewsbury, Shropshire

This is the first time ICFR has used the West Midland 
Showground as a rally venue. The showground 
is alongside the river Severn on the outskirts of 
Shrewsbury. This site has EHU’s for all and basic showers 
and toilets. A full programme will provide evening meals 
on four days and plenty of entertainment. Shrewsbury 
is a  market town whose centre has a largely unspoilt 
mediaeval street plan and over 660 listed buildings, 
including several examples of timber framing from the 
15th and 16th centuries. The castle, abbey and former 
benedictine monastery were founded between 1074 & 
1083. It is the birthplace of Charles Darwin and is where 
he spent 27 years of his life. Shrewsbury is an attractive 
town, sitting in a large loop of the river Severn, with very 
attractive shops and restaurants. A river cruise and the 
opportunity to visit many attractions in the area will 
make this a very special new venue for ICFR. 

Unlimited RM: Derrick Sanders, BO: John Walgrove 
 ARM: Paul & Jackie Sharman

June Thurs 20th - Wed 26th 
sunny chipping Bowland Forest, Lancashire

Brickhouse Caravan Site is in beautiful Lancashire hill 
country close to Bowland Forest. The privately owned 
site has all hardstandings, underfloor heating in the 
shower block and a bowling green on site. Chipping 
has two pubs, both with excellent food and there is a 
good cafe five minutes walk from the site. There is a well 
stocked farm shop and village store/Post Office with 
newspapers. Visit Browsholme Hall and walk around 
Beacon Fell. Enjoy a hog roast and entertainment in the 
village hall, with a final night supper at a nearby hostelry 
with coach transport included.

Max 21 RM: David & Jeanne Shaw
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June/July Wed 26th  - Tues 2nd 
we’ll meet Again Old Leak, Boston, Lincolnshire

Come and “Meet Us Again” at this excellent picturesque 
lakeside site near Boston, Lincolnshire. There will be a 
private visit to the World War 2 Home Front Museum 
and a full programme of evening entertainment. Days 
are free to visit the many nearby attractions.

Max 20 RM: Peter Pimperton 
 ARM/BO: David Smith

July Thurs 4th - Tues 9th  
henstridge “Boogie” rally Somerset

A rally on the North Dorset/Somerset borders, beside 
the lake at Henstridge Golf & Leisure. All electric pitches, 
excellent facilities with bar and restaurant on site. 
Adjacent to Henstridge airfield, home to Tiger Moths 
and Yak aerobatic teams.  Guided tours of the airfield 
and workshops, even flights, may be arranged.

Historic towns of Shaftesbury, Thomas Hardy’s “Shaston” 
and Sherborne and its ancient Abbey are both only a 
few miles away. At nearby Sturminster Newton it’s 
International Boogie Woogie weekend with pianos 
scattered throughout the town for impromptu, open 
air,concerts by international artists. A unique event and 
brilliant atmosphere. Plus all the usual ICFR fellowship. 
Something for everyone to enjoy.   Members may stay 
on for a couple of nights before the Frome rally on 11th 
July.                   

Max 15 RM: Martin Parrott

July Thurs 11th - Wed 17th  
Frome West Woodlands, Somerset

Situated in beautiful Somerset near Longleat. Frome 
Showfield has electric hook-ups but no showers/toilets. 
Supermarkets are nearby for shopping. Bath is a bus ride 
away (bring your bus pass). Visit Clarkes Village Outlet 
Centre, Stourhead and other National Trust properties, 
Hayes Motor Museum and Yeovilton Air museum. We 
plan a Historic Frome town walk and a visit to former 
Shepton Mallet Prison. The usual Frome hospitality will 
be in full swing.

Max 18  RM: Philip cary 
 ARM/BO: David Mack

July Thurs 18th – Thurs 25th  
holt rugby club High Kelling, Norfolk

This attractive site with a superb clubroom offers 
excellent catering facilities (you will be fed). Close to 
the North Norfolk coast, Cromer and Sheringham. 
Many local attractions including the North Norfolk 
Steam Railway. We shall visit the Cromer End of the Pier 
show. No electrics (medical excepted).Battery charging 
available. 

Max 18 RM: Michael & Barbara Segon

July/August Fri 26th - Fri 2nd 
Family rally Blackford, Somerset

Out of this world fun for all the family with this year’s 
Outer Space theme. Lots of activities for young and old: 
swimming, sports, sandcastles, food and fellowship (to 
name a few) in the beautiful surroundings of Sexey’s 
School grounds. A special opportunity for you to enjoy 
quality time with your grandchildren or children.   

Max 25 
 RM: Judy Maynard & clive little 
 ARM gerard turley

August Fri 16th – Wed 21st  
43rd Ashbourne rally Ashbourne, Derbyshire

The beauty of the Peak District with many walks and 
attractions are close by. However many times you 
visit, there is always something else to see in the area. 
Ashbourne Show is on Saturday 17th August 2019. No 
electrics.

Max 20 RM: David Huxley 
 ARM: David Smith

sePtemBer Thurs 12th - Tues 17th  
capital of the Fens Wisbech, Cambridgeshire

A 15 acre caravan park with a luxury farm shop , in the 
heart of the Fens, 18 miles from Peterborough  and 5 
miles from Wisbech. We will have use of their rally field: 
grass pitches with electric and water.  Easy links with 
Bulwick and Comberton rallies.

Max 18 
 RM: ivan Palmer 
 BO: Barbara Palmer
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sePtemBer  Tues 17th  – Sunday 22nd  
Bulwick  Corby, Northants

A pre-Autumn Fellowship rally on a family run site with 
fully serviced pitches, farm shop, café and bar. Close to 
Stamford, Peterborough, Oundle and Uppingham. Only 
35 miles from the Autumn Fellowship site. Adults only.

Max 20 
 RM/BO: John & Margaret Warrack 
 ARM: Martin & Julie Williams

sePtemBer Tues 17th – Sunday 22nd  
comberton Cambridgeshire

Another pre Autumn Fellowship rally.   A belated return 
to the site at Comberton which provides plenty of 
opportunities to enjoy the pleasures of Cambridge, the 
colleges, punting on the river, the Imperial War Museum 
at Duxford (which itself could take a couple of days) and 
a wonderful shopping area. 

Cambridge itself is well served with Park & Ride fairly 
close at Madingley Road, or buses can be used from 
Comberton village hall. An ideal place to break your 
journey. Ideally situated at the top of the M11, A428 and 
A14 junction. Only 70 miles from the Autumn Fellowship 
at Ancaster. Come and join us.    

Max 20 RM: gwyn Weallans 
ARM: eileen Weallans

sePtemBer Sun 22nd  – Fri 27th  
Autumn Fellowship Ancaster, Grantham, Lincolnshire

The East Midlands Area team welcomes you to the 
Autumn Fellowship which will be held at Woodland 
Waters, Ancaster, a convenient and centrally located site 
about eight miles from the A1 just north of Grantham. 

The site is new to ICFR and is set in 70 acres of woodland 
with gently sloping grassland and lakes, with the caravan 
park itself occupying about 20 acres. The site has a bar 
and restaurant as well as a large function room. 

There are also chalets to rent for those who are not now 
touring. The site has WiFi. There will be a full programme 
with evening entertainment with meals most evenings. 

Private visits to nearby Belton House (NT) and RAF 
Cranwell will be arranged and a coach will be available 
for a visit to Lincoln for the castle and cathedral. Belton 
Woods Golf Course is nearby.

Unlimited  RM/BO: terry & carole cooke 
 AtM: David Pilgrim

OctOBer Thurs 10th – Tues 15th  
Autumn tints Windermere, Lake District       

A new team has been put together to resurrect 
this popular rally. There will be lots of fellowship in 
wonderful colourful surroundings. We are looking 
forward to welcoming past attendees and new faces.

Max 25 RM: Peter & liz Downham 
 ARM/BO chris Wood

ForEign ralliEs - 2019

APril Mon 1st – Mon 15th 
Double Dutch - Bridges and Blooms The Netherlands

This two week rally is an ideal opportunity to discover 
the delights of The Netherlands. 

We start in the historic region of Arnhem, among the 
ancient beeches and oaks of one of the loveliest estates 
owned by the Gelderland Trust.   

From the famous bridges of Arnhem and Nijmegen,the 
mood lightens as we explore the UNESCO World 
Heritage site at Kinderdijk where traditional windmills 
operate a unique drainage system.  

Finally we delight in the splendid glory of colourful bulb 
fields around Keukenhof Gardens and visit the famous 
Royal Flora Flower Auction.

Max 12 (but now full with 17) RM terry Higgins

mAy/June Thurs 30th – Thurs 6th  
rotary int’l convention moot Hamburg, Germany

This is an informal rally to coincide with the Rotary 
International Convention, Hamburg 2019, for registered 
attendees. 

It may include evening events for those not attending 
official functions e.g. hospitality, BBQ or an evening 
meal at a local restaurant.

Max 20 RM: ivan Palmer
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August/sePtemBer Tues 27th – Sunday 8th 
return to Valley of Kings Loire Region, France

This 12 day rally will be based at popular Le Moulin 
Fort campsite, nestling on the River Cher at the heart 
of the Loire region of central France, just upriver from 
Chenonceau’s stunning château. 

As with the previous rally at this location, the 
opportunities for outings will offer something for all 
tastes. 

The campsite itself is run by English owners and is 
perfectly positioned to allow extensive exploring of 
the Loire valley châteaux and countryside, while having 
all the amenities to allow all the usual rally excursions, 
activities, fun and frivolities.

Max 16 RM: Stewart gilbert

August/sePtemBer Thurs 29th - Mon 9th  
“the world’s largest” rally Netherlands and Germany

This eleven night rally incorporates two events that 
claim to be the World’s Largest: the Dusseldorf Caravan 
Salon (the World’s Largest Caravan & Motorhome Show) 
and Corso Zundert (the World’s Largest Flower Parade).

We start near Breda in The Netherlands where we will 
visit Corso Zundert with its massive dahlia-covered 
floats and explore Zeeland. 

We then travel together to the Dusseldorf Caravan 
Salon for three nights on the showground camping area 
where vans are parked in rows with communal dining 
between the rows. 

Visit the show (it makes the NEC look like a country fair!) 
or take the free transport to the city centre and explore 
Dusseldorf. Our final destination is the Roman city of 
Trier in Germany, close to the Luxembourg border, for 
four nights.

Max 12 RM: tim Sheppard 
 ARM/BO: Katrina lancaster

August/sePtemBer Fri 30th - Sat 14th  
Vannes, saumur and Bayeux France

A travel through time!  A story of invaders and invasion!  
Journey from the 5,000 year old standing stones at 
Carnac to the beaches of the D Day Landings.  

Begin on the Gulf of Morbihan then sparkling Saumur, 
finally William the Conqueror’s homeland.  Visit the 15C 
walled town of Vannes; sojourn in the Loire Valley - a 
place so English that it houses the tombs of two Kings 
and a Queen of England.  Visit stunning gardens and 
amazing châteaux.  

Taste the abundant wine.  Wonder at how Bayeux 
survived WWII.   

Three carefully chosen sites, two within easy walking 
distance of their town centres.  Another on a picturesque 
bay. The start and finish within easy striking distance of 
channel ports of St Malo, Cherbourg or Caen.  Twin axles 
and dogs welcome.  Fun and fellowship guaranteed: 

Max 12 RM: Arthur & Maggie Ambrose

June 2020 Fri 5th – Thurs 25th (dates may alter) 
Oberammergau Passion Play  Germany and Austria

In 1633 the Oberammergau villagers promised to 
perform the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ 
every tenth year, to ensure that no one should die of 
the plague any more. The villagers were answered by 
God and therefore the first Passion Play took place the 
following year. The promise has been kept until today. 

The 42nd Passion Play will be performed in 
Oberammergau from 16th May to 4th October 2020. 
Our first site will be on Germany’s Romantische Strasse 
before reaching Oberammergau. 

We will continue to make other visits through Germany 
and into Austria.  

Max 15 RM/BO: Derrick & Sheila Sanders 
 ARM: John & linda Wolfenden

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Hope to see you in a 

field in 2019! 

David & Maureen

s M i t H

Happy Christmas to all 
good friends in ICFR - 

Happy 2019 
Mike

s H i l l i to e

A very Merry Christmas and 
Happy Rallying to all in 2019 

Tom & Christine

g r e e n

Christmas greetings to all our 
caravanning friends. 

Mike & Freda

pa r k i n s o n

Compliments of the season 
and all good wishes from 

David & Mary, 
David & Maureen

t H e  a s H B o u r n e  t e a M

Happy Christmas to one 
and all 

Alan & Nita

M a r t i n

Special wishes for Christmas 
and New Year to all ICFR 

members from … 
Eric & Mo

M at k i n s / M o r r i s o n

With every best wish to you 
and your families.  Hope to see 

you all in 2019 and beyond 

Pat & Bruce

Wa l l ac e

Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Robin & Alison

l e v i n

Christmas greetings to all 
our friends in ICFR 
Ted & Ann

Wa l M s l e y

A Merry Christmas and a 
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rally rEPorts - UK

sPring in OxFOrDshire 23rd-28th 
Bletchingdon April

Thirty-nine ICFR members arrived for the “Spring in 
Oxfordshire” rally on a blustery afternoon but on an 
absolutely wonderful site.  We were sited at Greenhill 
Caravan and Leisure Park at Bletchingdon, not far 
from Blenheim Palace and Oxford.  Everyone’s needs 
were catered for – even the dogs.  They loved the 
totally enclosed dog walk.

On the first night we all set off for the marquee, 
clutching our plates and wine.  We were served with a 
delicious Cottage Pie made by our very own John Stone 
followed by a homemade dessert.  The next night was 

hospitality in the 
vans and a good 
time was had by all.

We had fish 
and chips in the 
marquee on 
Thursday evening. 
On Friday we set 
off to the “Rock of 
Gibraltar” for an 
excellent farewell 
meal.

We were so busy enjoying all the local sights we 
didn’t even find time to go into Oxford.  Stopping off 
for breakfast at the “Batch”, the restaurant on site, did 
make our day quite short.  They also made delicious 
coffee.  

How do these Rotarians find such lovely sites?  But 
nobody found a pot of gold in a Past-President’s 
caravan (bottom left).

Bruce and Sue liddle Nottingham

BulwicK 4th-9th 
northamptonshire May

We arrived at the beautiful and tranquil New Lodge 
Farm Site at Bulwick to be greeted by coffee and 
sausage rolls and probably the most unusual rally 
plaques ever encountered on an ICFR Rally.  Our Rally 
Marshal David Pilgrim had made everyone a hand-
turned wooden pot.   Amazing; just the right size for 
putting a good serving of peanuts in for hospitality.   
But Bruce Wallace wondered if Blu•Tack would be up 
to the job of keeping it on the wall.

The first night supper cooked by the site restaurant 
and served dinner-party style In four awnings proved 
to be a very entertaining affair with Rally Marshal 
David visiting each venue to welcome everyone, 
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making sure the cheese had found its way onto the 
table and delivering chocolates.

The next morning dawned warm and sunny so coffee 
outside became a lengthy affair with everyone loathe to 
move as the weather was so superb after the cold and 
wet of the previous week.   Our Rally Marshal reminded 
us that as he was ‘The Rally Marshal’ we should all 
respect him.   We all curtsied and bowed accordingly!

The days were free so people filled them with visits to 
Kirby Hall, Rockingham Castle and Lyvden House as 
well as touring the many lovely villages of the area or 
enjoying the country walks.

As the week progressed and the glorious weather 
continued our Rally Marshal developed a ‘gammy’ knee.   
We could only surmise that he had regularly been on his 
knees praying for more fine weather.

Sunday lunch at the interesting time of 16.00 was 
enjoyed by all and allowed us to once again make the 
most of the spectacular weather.   Morning coffee was 
by now becoming a regular lengthy affair, often running 
until 11.30 which made for great fellowship.

Simon Singlehurst, farmer, tea shop, farm shop and 
site owner gave us a talk which was a real eye-opener 
into what could be achieved when one had vision and 
the will to put in a lot of hard work.   His campsite is 
testimony to the dedication that he and his wife, Sarah, 
have for maintaining the farm as a viable business 

and for allowing others to benefit from the beautiful 
countryside in which it is situated.

Our final night meal served in the restaurant was 
superb and as with the whole of the rally, the staff were 
excellent.   David Pilgrim informed us that, as he was 
signing off as Rally Marshal, we could say what we liked 
to him now.

What we did say was a huge “Thank you” to David and 
his team for a superbly run rally in a very attractive part 
of the country.   The amazing weather obviously helped 
but the fun and fellowship were pure ICFR at its best.

Maddy Bell Rainham, Kent

2018 Agm 10th-15th 
Banham, norfolk May

thursday
 ● Arrived at Applewood Countryside Park, Banham 

after travelling with nine other units from a great 
rally organised by David Pilgrim at Bulwick, just two 
hours away.

 ● Greeted warmly by bike-riding marshal who guided 
us to our allocated pitch in the Laurel Meadow.

 ● Tea and cakes awaited after set-up then supper in 
the evening in the Applewood Hall.

A Civil Engineer  explains advanced bridge-building techniques to an Accountant. 
An observer looks politely dubious.

Geoff Bell  •  Christine Turley  •  Gerard Turley
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Friday
 ● Early call (even for co-opted members such as your 

correspondent) to attend the Executive meeting 
which only lasted a lively four hours before we were 
evicted by the staff at 1pm.   

 ● Quiz for some in the rally tent and tossing the bean 
bag for others; not exactly Highland Games.   

 ● Friday evening in the hall again, finger buffet (more 
like fist-full) closely monitored by the team to ensure 
fair shares.

 ● Followed by Pete Skerrat’s nephew (below) who 
had us in stitches with his “off the wall” Elvis 
impersonation!

saturday
 ● 10:30am Annual General Meeting, which progressed 

at a wild pace and finished before time, much to 
Gwyn Weallans’ surprise.   

 ● Carvery for dinner and then we had  
entertainment from Maddie Cole (top right), a girl 
with a fabulous voice, a  polished performance and 
a smile for everyone, even the ones that can’t stand 
Les Misérables.   [Empty bottle count getting quite high by now.]

sunday
 ● Morning service in the hall, with the Diss Salvation 

Army Band.   

 ● In the afternoon, Diminishing Whist in the rally tent.  
The rules were quite simple: winners move up a 
table; losers move down; each round has one less 
card.   

 ● In the evening, free time to meet up with friends old 
and new. [Bottle count getting very serious now.]

Monday
 ● Fifty-four of us ride 

out in a Routemaster 
double-decker bus.   

 ● Headed east through 
some very narrow 
country roads to the 
Broads where we 
stopped for lunch, 
then a mad dash back 
to Banham at a hair-
raising 40mph.   

 ● Some of us were 
nodding off after such 
a strenuous day, when 
there was an almighty bang and the bus slewed and 
swerved to a halt.   Those downstairs were covered 
with dust and broken glass, when we turned around 
we saw that the platform and the rear stairs had 
been completely destroyed by a girl driving her 

Maddie Cole

Are you lonesome tonight?

The Elderly Brothers
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Renault car - at great speed - straight into the rear 
of the bus.   

 ● The road was completely blocked for three hours 
until the emergency services could attend to the 
seriously injured girl and cut the back of the bus off so 
that upper deck passengers could be assisted down 
the firemen’s ladder to safety.   Two ambulances and 
four fire engines attended and the firemen told us it 
was their biggest rescue ever.   

 ● Another bus was sent to transfer us back to camp 
where we had dinner and entertainment from 

the fabulous Elderly Brothers (bottom of opposite 
page) who were much improved from their last 
performance at Aldeburgh to the great delight of 
those who had seen them perform below (maybe a 
recording contract in the offing?).

Verdict

 ●  A fabulous rally organised by Roger and Christine 
Restell and team.  Well done all.

David Shaw Blackburn

Fortunately, the liquid spilling out was battery acid, not fuel.  
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DOcKyArDs & DicKens 17th-22nd 
 maidstone, Kent May

We arrived at Oakview Caravan Site {formerly known 
as Scragged Oak Caravan Park} in hot sunshine, to be 
greeted by Rally Marshals Geoff and Maddy Bell who, 
ably assisted by Paula Howard, Sylvia Skerratt and David 
Pilgrim, provided us with most welcome refreshments.   
That evening we enjoyed a delicious meal and wine 
supplied by the rally team.

Friday morning saw us gathered at the gates to Chatham 
Dockyard awaiting the arrival of some of our party who 
had followed their SatNavs rather than road signs.   We 
had a fascinating guided tour of the famous ropewalk 
which is still used to make a large variety of ropes today.  
Some of us assisted in a demonstration of the rope-
making process.   We then spent the remainder of our 
time visiting the various exhibitions, having lunch and 
exploring warships old and relatively new.   Especially 
memorable was the O Class spy submarine.

That evening we brought our own meals to the rally 
tent and enjoyed more fellowship and fun. 

Saturday was Royal Wedding Day and all our caravans 
were appropriately decorated with flags and bunting.   
After coffee we had time to explore the surrounding 
area.   In the early evening we gathered together, all of us 
dressed in red, white and blue, for a glass of celebration 
bubbly before a very successful American supper.   This 
was followed by two royalty-based quizzes.

Sunday morning was spent on tours of the fascinating 
and historic Rochester, with many of the buildings 
displaying plaques describing their association with 
various Dickens novels.   This was followed by most 
of the party finding a convenient hostelry for Sunday 
lunch.   In the evening we enjoyed three sessions of 
hospitality,  again with much laughter and merriment.

Monday was a free day to further explore the area before 
congregating at the Tudor Rose in Chestnut Street for 
an excellent farewell carvery.

This proved to be a memorable rally, and very well 
organised with plenty to see and do.   The Rally team 
excelled themselves and we thank them all for a 
wonderful few days in Kent.

Jillian Bradley Spalding

Who invited this couple?

Did they sign the Visitors’ book?

Robin and Alison Levin 
 - in celebratory fettle
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usK VAlley 17th- 23rd 
Abergavenny, monmouthshire May

This year’s Usk Valley rally was the 19th and , as usual, 
was held on the excellent Pont Kemys Caravan and 
Camping Park at Chain Bridge, seven miles from the 
beautiful town of Abergavenny.   The site has a mixture 
of touring and seasonal caravan pitches with a camping 
field for the more adventurous.   The toilet block is kept 
spotlessly clean with an ample supply of hot water.  
The exception was Sunday morning, when due to an 
empty fuel tank, the showers where what you might 
call refreshing.   Only the brave showered that morning.

All credit to our intrepid rally marshals, Gerard & 
Christine Turley, ably supported by John & Dot Edwards, 
for booking five wonderful days of wall-to-wall 
sunshine.   During the rally, we were able to welcome 
two sets of first-timer rallyers in John & Enid Gill from 
Oswestry Borderland RC and Ian & Jocelyn Phillips from 
Cefn Sidan RC.   We hope they enjoyed your first rally and 
look forward to meeting again in the very near future.

Once settled into our respected pitches, our RM’s 
provided a welcoming Ploughman’s which we were 
able to enjoy in the warm evening sunshine.   I am fairly 
new to this ICFR rallying lark and did not pay too much 
attention when Gerard Turley, during his welcoming 
address, mentioned the need for someone to submit 
a report for News & Views.   This was greeted with a 
deathly hush, until my darling wife Doris made a quite 
unnecessary comment which in turn resulted in me 
being “volunteered” me for the task of scribe.   We will 
know what not to do in the future.

After the standard morning-coffee parade, most days 
were kept free of activities.   This allowed rallyers to 
explore the local area at their leisure.   For those who 
have still to visit South Wales I can highly recommend 
the area.   The Pont Kemys campsite is very close to the 
Brecon Beacons and the Black Mountains, a favourite 
training area for the British Army.   The area is also well 
known for its castles and one that is worth is a visit and 
not far from Pont Kemys campsite, is Raglan Castle.   

In order to celebrate the Royal Wedding, Christine 
Turley suggested we meet for a glass or two of bubbly 
and each van provide a plate of food with a US theme.   
As always we over-catered, particularly on the cupcake 
front.   This was much to the delight of a group of young 
people who were doing their Duke of Edinburgh’s Silver 
Award; very soon the offending cupcakes were no more.   

Prior to our Sunday lunch in the Foxhunters Pub, the 
South Wales ICFR Branch held their AGM so we were 
able to welcome several members who joined us for the 
day.   

Finally, a big thank-you to our RMs for organising a 
wonderful five days of fun and fellowship.   This is one 
rally I will be booking in for in 2019.   

John & Doris Sadler Huntingdon Cromwell

nOrthern irelAnD 30th- 13th 
county Fermanagh May/June

Well, we met at Antrim, all prepared for the Irish 
weather, but apart from one afternoon we had superb 
weather.  What a way to enjoy this green and beautiful, 
picturesque land.   

The site at Antrim, Six Mile Water, is nicely situated beside 
Lough Neagh with a very pleasant walk through the 
park to Antrim’s shops and pubs (ideal for motorhomers 
although only one on this rally).  The location also gives 
one the freedom to go and see the attractions of the 
north-east of Northern Ireland.   

On the first night, due to some advance planning by 
David and Jeanne, Mike and Barbara Segon provided 
the Happy Hour which was to become a centrepiece of 
the rally days and enabled David to keep us informed 
of the schedule and how to reach the various locations.   
At this event we were able to welcome visitors Irvin and 
Pam Metcalf from Grantham who later in the week were 
welcomed as new members of ICFR.   

Day 2 saw us all up and out early travelling to Belfast 
to visit the Titanic Experience and what a fantastic visit 

Cupcakes in profusion
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that was.   The exhibition covers how the liner was built 
and launched and the specialist work bays that were 
used as well as the actual slipways used.   It is standing 
upon these one begins to recognise the sheer size of 
the liner, far bigger than a jumbo jet.   

The remaining days on this site were left for us to enjoy 
the scenery and attractions of north-east Northern 
Ireland.   Several of us went out to Larne and then 
followed the coast road up through the Glens of Antrim,  
Glenarm, and delightful Cushendun to Ballycastle and 
on via the rope bridge at Carrick-a-Rede to the Giant’s 
Causeway.   Others did it the other way around and 
went to the Causeway via Portrush.   This was great for 
the scenery which was amazing.

Belfast was another attraction visited by several ralliers 
who by taking the hop-on/hop-off bus were able to see 
hangovers of the Troubles at Falls Road, Shankill Road, 
and Crumlin Road where barricades are still in place 
although the tension is far diminished.

We had a very busy, but enjoyable, seven days at 
Antrim, before we moved on to Belcoo in County 
Fermanagh.  The Rushin House campsite is only just in 
Northern Ireland as the border with the Irish Republic 
runs through the lake at the edge of the site.   This was 
another beautiful site, with fully serviced pitches, with 
wonderful scenery and nicely situated to enable us to 
visit places such as Enniskillen and Sligo or even run up 
to Donegal.   Fermanagh is called the Lake District of 
Northern Ireland, and there are some beautiful small 
lakes, a lot with history attached such as priories.

David Shaw had arranged and pre-booked a visit to the 
Belleek potteries and this was a great trip full of interest 
in the manufacture of such fine pottery and in the way 
they achieve such delicate artworks.   It was a great day 
full of interest and many of us visited Southern Ireland 
from here as Belleek is also right on the border.

On the Sunday some of the ralliers went to a fine-dining 
lunch in Blacklion and had superb meals and wine.   
Whilst in Belcoo we did experience a drop of water from 
the sky which meant we had to relocate the Happy Hour 
to awnings on one occasion, but we all survived and by 
morning you couldn’t even tell it had happened.

We have to say that it was a brilliant rally superbly 
organised by Jeanne and David Shaw following their 
fact-finding trip last year to check the lie of the land, and 
what a superb job they did.

gwyn Weallans Bury St Edmunds

Picturesque PemBrOKe 3rd- 9th 
Pembrokeshire, wales June

Pembroke certainly is picturesque, unique and a 
complete surprise to most on the rally.   John & Dot 
Edwards organised a very enjoyable rally, starting on a 
Sunday until the following Saturday.   We were greeted 
with a cheese and wine supper with many additions to 
make this a very good meal.

On the Monday morning a coach trip was organised to 
the National Botanic Gardens of Wales.   We wandered 
through many acres of gardens and spectacular water 
features and then had a light lunch.   The very hot sunny 
weather added to the enjoyment.   

John & Dot then organised a car treasure hunt around 
the Angle Peninsula which turned out to be highlight 
of the rally.   What a brilliant idea: it introduced many 
of the fantastic beaches and coves which we normally 
wouldn’t have visited.   It took all day on Tuesday to 
travel and find the many clues on the hunt.   We did 
stop for half an hour to watch tanks on exercise.   There 
were five of us in the car and, at one stage, a tank set 
his sights on our car which caused laughter and giggles.   

Cushendun

Belleek Pottery
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The beach at the village of Angle was idyllic which gave 
us an excuse to visit again the following day.   Another 
highlight was the lily ponds, or should I say lakes, as it 
took us over an hour to walk round them.   There were 
thousands of lilies, all in flower and preserved by the 
National Trust.   Everyone remarked on their beauty 
which must be unique and proves the title “Picturesque 
Pembroke”

There was also an opportunity to travel to Tenby to hear 
Tenby’s male voice choir in the 800-year old church of St 
Mary.   The choir raised the hairs at the back of my neck.   
Very memorable.

Our final dinner at the local Brewery Inn brought 
everything to a wonderful ending.   Fantastic food and 
wines.   

John & Dot, with ARMs John & Lynn Stone were thanked 
in many ways for giving us such wonderful memories of 
Wales.   

ted Walmsley Wigan

“we’ll meet AgAin” 7th- 13th  
Old leake, lincolnshire June

We arrived on a sunny afternoon for the ‘We’ll Meet 
Again’ rally at the lovely lakeside site, the lake complete 
with families of ducks, geese and moorhens.

In the evening we enjoyed an excellent cottage pie 
and pea supper at the nearby Three Horseshoes pub/
village hall.   There followed more fellowship as people 
disappeared into each other’s vans.

On Friday people enjoyed what the area had to offer 
including, for the lucky ones who strayed along the 
right road, a glimpse of one of the fabled Spitfires and 
a Lancaster bomber at RAF Coningsby practising for the 
weekend display.

A new form of hospitality was enjoyed in the gazebo 
that evening - speed dating.   We were supposed to 
move tables after an hour but as space was at a premium 
there wasn’t a lot of movement apart from the raising of 
elbows and glasses.

Saturday evening saw a superb buffet provided by the 
rally marshals and an entertaining horse-racing event 
- a great crowd participation activity.   The roll of a 
huge dice[1] determined how far each horse and jockey 
progressed.   

On return to the site there was an incredible firework 
display although we are not sure if the rally team had 
anything to do with it.

[1] The dice are clearly visible in the two photographs overleaf.  A 
patient explanation of their apparently large size can be found in 
the famous “Small Cows: Little Cows” episode of “Father Ted”.

The Globs

Laugh... 
and the world laughs with you.   

 Snore... 
  and you’ll sleep alone!
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On Sunday most people enjoyed 
a relaxing cruise on the Prince 
George along the river Haven 
from Boston in glorious sunshine 
which was followed by a BBQ 
and very entertaining quiz.   Our 
quiz mistress had a little difficulty 
on occasions with reading the 
questions.   Might have been due 
to the fact that she was still wearing 
her sunglasses long after the sun 
had dipped below the horizon.   We 
weren’t quite sure what to put this 
down to. 

Monday saw the highlight of the 
rally, a visit to the “We’ll Meet 
Again” museum.   This amazing 
place is the brainchild of a couple 
who were determined to display 
their incredible collection of 
memorabilia and also to help 
make sure that today’s children 
‘Do Not Forget’.   A delicious fish 
and chip meal rounded off the day.   
Apparently this was the luxury food 

which Churchill decreed should not 
be on ration!

The rally finished with a huge roast 
dinner at The Three Horseshoes 
and an impromptu karaoke session 
which was enjoyed by all.

It really had been a great rally so our 
thanks go to David and Maureen 
Smith and Peter and Angela 
Pimperton for all their hard work.   
We’ll definitely Meet Again Some 
Sunny Day.

Maddy Bell Gilllingham, Kent

rOBin hOOD rAlly 14th-19th  
nottingham June

On Thursday the 14th June Bruce 
Liddle, Terry Lonsdale and their 
very able team welcomed us to 
Thornton’s Holt, a new site for 
ICFR in the exquisitely named rural 
village of Stragglethorpe on the 
south east of Nottingham.   This 
camping park is a family-run site, 
very well presented with level grass 
pitches and with fabulous wet-
room showers and toilets that were 
only been opened this year.

There were fifteen caravans on 
the rally and we were joined by 
Bruce’s brother Gordon and his wife 
Rosalind each day has they were 
staying in Bruce and Sue’s house.   

Our marshals had put together 
a very full programme for us 
(requiring little or no cooking on 
our part), starting with drinks and 
nibbles the first night

For local visits, some of us went to 
the Framework Knitters Museum 
at Ruddington and learnt how to 
make socks.  Some risked their 
liberty by visiting the National 
Justice Museum, Nottingham’s old 
courts, cells and execution yard.

With breakfast and evening dinner 
on the Friday; and Sunday lunch 
at The Shepherds pub just across 
the road, that just left a fish & chip 
supper on Saturday night in the 

party tent followed by quizzes,( the 
less said about my score the better,) 
This was the only time it rained and 
did it pour down for about three 
quarters of an hour.  Fortunately, 
the site was well drained and the 
chips did not get wet.   

Sunday evening was spent with a 
buffet meal in the party tent and 
then an interesting slide-show talk 
given by Rotarian Graham Hayes on 
the Ship of Dreams, the Titanic.

Our final Monday night was a 
Rotary meeting at Beeston Golf 
Club where we had a delightful 
meal and were entertained by Mr 
Banjo, who played and sang for 
us.   He did get the other Bruce[1] up 
to give an impression of the Ugly 
Duckling whilst blowing on a duck-
quacker whistle.  The mental image 
will stay with us for years.

All too soon it was Tuesday morning 
and time to say our goodbyes.   
Hope to see you all soon.

Robert Young Birmingham

glOriOus s. DeVOn 21st-25th 
Dawlish, Devon June

Following a number of last-
minute cancellations caused by 
failed clutches and unplanned 
grandparent duties, it was a very 

[1] Bruce-2 is of course our Vice-President, 
Bruce Wallace.

Pat Seals 
- watched by David Huxley 

and Alan Martin

Shirley Hadrill

Mr Banjo

and Mr Wallace
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select band of only five units that arrived at Lady’s Mile 
Holiday Park at Dawlish Warren on a sunny Thursday for 
an aptly named Glorious South Devon rally.

After welcome drinks and nibbles in the sunshine, and 
an outline of the programme options from our joint 
marshals, we walked what seemed like half a  mile 
across the campsite to the on-site Oceans restaurant for 
dinner.   Whilst most were full after their main course, 
Katrina and I opted to use one of the vouchers in our 
rally pack for an ‘Oceans Overload’ sharing dessert which 
came in an enormous goblet with various flavours of ice 
cream, chocolate brownies, chocolate and toffee sauce 
plus whipped cream.  Sadly, no-one thought to take a 
photo until it was too late, but it was gorgeous.

After Friday morning coffee, most ralliers elected to 
walk along the sea wall from Dawlish Warren alongside 
Brunel’s railway to Dawlish.  Geoff and Maddy Bell 
continued the food overload theme with an enormous 
triangle of bread pudding with whole cherries 
and sultanas for lunch before setting off to walk to 
Teignmouth, a much more challenging walk over the 
headland compared to the morning’s event.  Others 
wandered round Dawlish or took the bus to Teignmouth 
and then back to the rally site.

That evening saw the planned van hospitality replaced 
with a shared outdoor meal in the sunshine which 
progressively migrated up the field chasing the sun and 
leaving surplus tables littered across the grass, a real 
safari supper.

Saturday was the day of the Dawlish Folk Festival and 
half our group went into Teignmouth for the day where 

they enjoyed colourful displays from both Cotswold 
Morris (the handkerchief-waving brigade) and Border 
Morris (ragged coats and blackened faces brigade) 
sides as well as being treated to belly dancing and 
Appalachian dancing along with some excellent folk 
groups.   They enjoyed it so much they went back in the 
evening for a ceilidh at which even our rally marshal 
Anthony Johnson was seen to dance the light fantastic.

The other half of the group caught a train to Paignton 
for the Dartmouth Steam Railway and Riverboat round 
robin trip on the steam train to Kingswear, then the 
ferry across to Dartmouth and a river boat trip to Totnes, 
finishing with a bus ride back to the rally site – a really 
worthwhile trip.

Sunday coffee was spent recounting details of the 
previous day’s activities before most of the group set 
out for a walk towards the nature reserve in the direction 
of Exmouth and back.   After lunch Geoff and Maddy 
wanted to see more of the folk festival and Katrina and 
I wanted to see the Teignmouth Open Gardens, so we 
all caught the train to Teignmouth.   Sunday evening 
saw the whole group at the Mount Pleasant pub for 
an excellent meal in their upstairs room with views 
across the river Exe where John and Rosemary Butcher 
were presented with a card for their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary in July.

Many thanks to Joanna and Andrew for planning a 
fantastic rally.  It proved you don’t always need a big 
group to make a rally successful.   

tim Sheppard Bradwell, Derbyshire 

Bemused Morris Dancers (at the back) just cannot believe the outfits some people will wear.



P a g e  2 4  W i n t e r  2 0 1 8 / 1 9  N E W S  &  V I E W S

netley ABBey 5th- 10th  
southampton July

Eight units joined rally marshals Ron and Jan Collins 
who were ably helped by John and Maggie Mold.   East 
Anglia was well represented with four out of the eight 
but, without wishing to brag about high status, we 
also had a President (Geoff with Maddy) an Immediate 
Past President (Gwyn and Eileen) and a Past President 
(Gerard and Christine with Milly).

Set-up followed quickly in brilliant sunshine.   Once the 
legs were down and electric and water connected, we 
adjourned to the rally gazebos for coffee or tea with a 
selection of biscuits and cake.   The evening meal of fish 
and chips was followed by strawberries and cream, with 
some managing to clean the pattern from the bowls (to 
help the washer up?).

Friday, following coffee, a visit to the Solent Sky Aviation 
Museum.  After an introduction to learn the history 
of the flying boats and the early days of flight, we 
continued alone watching various exhibits and some 
tried sitting in cockpits (Didn’t we Geoff?). That evening 
was spent on fellowship in three rounds of hospitality, 
in the main spent outdoors in the awnings.

Saturday, a free day; the weather still continued to 
amaze and bring forth comment.   We parked in the 
centre of Hamble and then followed the many going 
down to the harbour.   Meg had her first of many swims.   
Barbara commented on the way back to the car “I don’t 
do ‘ills”: it was very steep for us fen folk.   But we had now 
learnt there was a car park on the harbour.   Saturday 
evening was spent at the “Roll Call” public house, which 
was “left, left and on the left”.

Sunday’s coffee was followed by a guided walk with a 
local guide Mary and we learned the history and gossip 
of Hamble.   That evening we all gathered in the rally 
gazebos to hear the answers to the many pages of 
frustrating quizzes which kept some occupied.   Others 
took one look and decided it was not for them.   On the 
final count John and Vera Acklaw became the winners.

Monday came our final free day.  Some had a go at 
shopping, others visited Portsmouth or other heritage 
sites.   On Monday evening our final meal was at “The 
Plough” public house - which was “right, right and on 
the right”.   A very enjoyable rally with time to do your 
own thing, the extremely fine weather was a blessing.

ivan Palmer Peterborough

hOlt rugBy cluB 11th-18th 
norfolk July

Nostalgic Norfolk!   Yet another successful rally by 
Barbara and Mike Segon. The sun shone most of the 
time and there were smiles all round for that. The 
seaside doesn’t change, and you can still get your pint 
of prawns and crab from the little kiosk in Sheringham.

The BBQ was superbly cooked by David Simpson, the 
District Governor for East Anglia (well delegated Mike) 
followed by a trivia quiz to finish a perfect day.  How do 
some people remember such random facts? 

Most of the ralliers went to The End of The Pier show in 
Cromer on Saturday, with just a few staying on site to 
enjoy an impromptu cheese and wine party.

An addition to the rally programme was a superb lunch 
on Sunday in Holt - and what a lunch it was - but we 
all hurried back to the club in time for another one of 
Barbara’s splendid teas.

The penultimate evening’s entertainment was the 
boules match. We all did our utmost, but the gripping 
final was between Bruce Wallace and John Neave. It 
really was a nail-biting finish as they traded point for 
point until John got the winning score. 

There was a good mix of experienced and newer ralliers, 
and we even had a few family members arrive during 
the week, some just for the day and our daughter joined 
us for four nights.  A couple of the more experienced 
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Blackford, Somerset 27th July - 3rd Aug

Fifteen different families (brothers, sisters, mums, dads, 
cousins, grannies and granddads) comprising thirty-
two adults and twenty-one children assembled on the 
Hugh Sexey School playing fields just as the weather 
decided to take a turn for the worse.   However, caravans, 
motorcaravans, pup tents and awnings were pitched 
and the fall in temperature did not deter everyone from 
having a wonderful time

The programme was full and varied but was flexible 
enough to compensate for the poor weather.    We 
managed to eat the welcome supper on Friday evening 
outside although everyone had their eye on the 
darkening sky.   On Saturday evening, despite the rain 
the BBQ cooks managed to produce a magnificent 
spread with super puds brought and shared.   Sunday’s 
bacon baps and cream teas, Tuesday’s chip supper, 
Arthur Marrow’s pancakes and Thursday’s hog roast (by 
which time the warm weather had started to return) 
were all superb.   

Monday featured a sandcastle competition in the ever-
present wind but this time accompanied by mud – the 
children loved it.   In the evening there was a joint pub 
skittles competition with Yatton Rotary to which older 
children were invited, and bingo for everyone left 
behind.   

The adults made owl pin cushions on Sunday morning 
after baps.   Sports afternoon, led by Becky & Michael 
(Judy’s family) was moved to Tuesday afternoon and 

was replaced on Sunday afternoon by crafts where the 
children made cannon balls.   

On Tuesday evening there was a campfire sing-song 
led by John Loran.   Wednesday was a free day and then 
on Thursday came the climax of the week - Pirate Day.   
Children and adults dressed up.   Jill and Rex Andrew 
led pirate games in the afternoon, the finale of which 
was a water bombs and water pistols battle storming 
and defending the pirate ship with built in-situ by Rex 
- magnificent!

Throughout the week, the children played together, 
swam, rode their bikes and scooters.   It was good to see 
the older ones taking the lead and looking after the little 
ones.   A den was built on the side of the playing field 
and great fun was had making weed soup.

For the grown-ups with energy to spare there were 
boules and golf croquet competitions, and an impossible 
quiz.   Oh, and the dress shops in Wedmore had their 
summer sales:  more than one granny left granddad in 
charge and went shopping.

This rally gives the children an opportunity to have some 
old-fashioned fun and freedom away from traffic, TV and 
electronic devices (no electricity to charge them!).

Much hard work and organisation is put in by rally 
marshalls Judy Maynard and Clive Little, for which we all 
heartily thank them.

geraldine Beaurain Chelmsford
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ralliers, Tim and Shirley Hadrill, celebrated their 57th 
wedding anniversary during the meeting, and we raised 
a variety of glasses to mark the occasion. 

We must all thank Barbara who worked from dawn till 
dusk in the kitchen providing hot drinks and regular 
meals, and to Michael for organising such a splendid 
rally

David Ayres Lutterworth, Leicestershire

AshBOurne rAlly 17th-22nd  
Derbyshire August

 ● What, no electrics?
 ● What, no hard standings?
 ● What, no serviced pitches?
 ● Who would come to a rally like this?  

Answer:

 ● Ralliers who only need a water tap and a waste 
dump.

 ●  Those who like a rally that is so special that the same 
people come back year after year after year.

As we have become accustomed to, rally marshal David 
Huxley and his team had everything ready for us when 
we arrived.  The smart new party tent was erected - this 
year without the complication of the scaffold extension.  
The kettle was on the boil and so we were served tea/
coffee and biscuits as soon as we arrived.

On the first evening, as we renewed old friendships and 
acquaintances, we were served with locally baked pies 
and mushy peas followed by a selection of deserts.  This 
has become a rally fixture and does make life so easy on 
your first night.

The Saturday morning started off, as with all mornings, 
with tea and coffee and a general chat amongst 
members. The evening meal was a DIY BBQ with food 
taken into the party tent for a communal meal.   The 
level of hubbub was high with lots of catching up and 
stories to tell.

Sunday was a free day although ralliers gathered in the 
tent in the evening.

Monday was the day for one of David’s walks or grunts[1] 
as they have become known.  It was to be a fairly easy 
walk but from comments heard when they returned it 
seems David managed to get in more ups than downs 
while still arriving back at the same level.   

In the evening we had an American Supper; well the 
array of food was amazing; even when those with a big 
appetite had returned for seconds there was still enough 
left to feed an army.   After the meal Gwyn Weallans 
presented our hosts, Peter & Glenys Spencer with a 
certificate of Honorary Membership in appreciation 
for them hosting this rally for 42 years.   We were 
entertained by Colin Bradford  who played his ukulele 
and accordion[2] to accompany community singing and 
Alec Swailes entertained with tales of Northumberland. 

Tuesday was our last day and we went for lunch at 
the Coach and Horses in Fenny Bentley.  As usual the 
landlords really did us proud and served an excellent 
three-course meal.  We were pleased to be joined 
by David & Wendy Richardson and Frank & Gwen 
Matthews neither of whom had been able to be on the 
rally.   Our final evening was spent in the tent being 
regally entertained; first off was the quiz provided 
by Frank  Matthews.  Frank’s experience as a football 

[1] I think it is more accurate to say that the term “grunt” refers 
to the occasional upward incline which may be encountered 
on one of DH’s walks.  However, when these grunts become 
extended or frequent it is understandable that the name for the 
part should be used for the whole.

[2] But never simultaneously.

Tan Milll Farm, Ashbourne - with the rally field nestling behind
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referee is legendary and when, at one time there was 
a helicopter overhead, members thought it might be 
Frank checking to see nobody cheated.  The Wakefields 
and the Pimpertons were joint winners and Geoff  
Fewings won the M&Ms.   Colin and Alec continued the 
entertainment;  Angela Pimperton and Ann Swailes 
sang a duet of “We’ll Gather Lilacs in the Spring Again”; 
Elizabeth Wakefield gave us Albert & the Lion complete 
with the horse’s head handle, plus a lovely poem from 
Pam Ayres about men; Alan Martin told the story of little 
‘Flick’.

Another year, another very successful rally.    Our 
gratitude goes to David & Mary Huxley and to David 
& Maureen Smith for all they and their able-bodied 
assistants put into making this rally what it is.

Malcolm Sanger Crowborough, East Sussex

luDlOw FOOD FestiVAl 7th-13th 
ludlow racecourse, shropshire September

As sixteen caravans and two motor-caravans started 
to arrive at the Ludlow rally we found rally marshal 
Derrick Sanders taking his rally title very seriously.  He 

“marshalled” us into position in a manner which would 
have put P&O ferries to shame.  

On the first night after the formal welcome from Derrick 
and his team, wife Sheila and Paul & Jackie Sharman, we 
all sat down superb supper of either fish or cottage pie, 
with plenty of seconds and even thirds.

Saturday was the first of the trips to the food festival 
via the park and ride from the race course.   Many of us 
went on the “Sausage Trail” which consisted of visiting 
five stalls around the town, sampling their sausages 
and then giving marks out of ten.   On completion you 
visited a final stall where you could have your favourite 
sausage in a bun.  Yes, that does make six sausages 
consumed.  Each.

On our return we had a barbecue (not sausages) and 
all got together to eat in the “Shed”, a very comfortable 
club house.   Vice-President, Bruce Wallace took the 
opportunity to present a First-Time Rallier plaque to 
Geoff and Claire Cardnell (shown overleaf).

We had a rowdy night watching the Last Night of the 
Proms on a large screen TV; everybody sang in tune, if 
not in time. 

A photograph taken “mid-grunt” is always a good excuse for a breather.
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Marriage is like a deck of cards.  
 In the beginning all you need is 

two hearts and 
a diamond!

By the end  
you wish you had  

a club and a spade!

The Globs

Sunday was a return to the festival for some and visiting 
local places of interest for others.   In the afternoon we 
were treated to traditional afternoon tea with lovely 
sandwiches and jam and cream scones. I did notice an 
abundance of stuck-out pinkies as tea was sipped.

Monday was a free day ending with an amazing 
American supper, the likes of which none of us had seen 
before.  It outshone many a wedding buffet.

Tuesday evening brought us superb traditional cod 
and chips, so large that even the hungriest of us were 
defeated. Then came the games: from “Flip the Frog”; to 
putting; to throwing dice; all overseen by an eagle-eyed 
Jackie as referee/umpire/rules enforcer.

Wednesday evening was the final meal at the golf club 
that completed the culinary theme of this rally in great 
style.  We all had a great time thanks to the hard work of 
all the rally marshals.  

Roger Restell Chelmsford, Essex

Autumn FellOwshiP  13th-18th 
malvern, worcestershire September

It must be something in the Malvern water that helped 
to make the Autumn Fellowship such a successful rally.   
With an excellent turnout of 73 outfits (one third of 
which were motorhomes) and with 138 members sitting 
down for the welcoming supper on the first night, this 
all made a wonderful start to the five days.   

This was ICFR’s first visit to the Three Counties 
Showground site for a main rally and, with the backdrop 
of the Malvern Hills, it proved to be a great choice for 
Alan Martin and Derek Rogers.   The enormous rally field 
enabled us all to get plenty of exercise back and forth to 
the Teme Hall function room - phew! 

The welcome night fish & chip supper proved a great 
success, with all the meals were served very efficiently 
and in time for local resident, Cora Weaver, to give us an 
illustrated presentation on the Malvern Hills area.

Following the Executive committee meeting on Friday 
morning, a full coachload of members travelled to 
Worcester Cathedral where, in small parties, we were 
given excellent guided tours.  The welcome from the 
Cathedral staff was very evident and nothing was too 
much trouble to make the visit a success.  After a busy 
day, it was very relaxing to enjoy the fellowship of the 
informal evening in the Teme Hall.

The day of the main Autumn Fellowship Meeting is 
always a busy one but, being a more informal and 
relaxed meeting than the AGM, the business was 
conducted in good time, leaving time free for members 
to visit the local attractions or just sit back and enjoy 
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a rest before the evening’s meal 
and entertainment.   And what a 
different show we had with the Vale 
Harmony Barbershop Chorus!  Little 
did we know of the hidden talents 
that exist within ICFR: several 
members were invited to join in the 
Chorus and, with just a few minutes 
tuition, they helped to make the 
next rendering quite memorable.   
Well, those of us taking part 
thought as much.   Any offers for an 
agent please?

They say the business must go on 
and so it did after coffee on Sunday 
morning when no less than three of 
our ICFR Areas held meetings, all at 
the same time, amidst the chatter of 
the members at coffee.  With then a 
free day following, we all enjoyed 
the best of hospitality evenings 
that only ICFR can provide.  Great 
success ….who said we can never 
get it quite right! 

For the 
s e c o n d 
o u t s i d e 
visit, members 
travelled the short 
distance to the world-
famous Morgan Car factory, based 
in Malvern Link, to see how they 
hand-build these much sought-
after motor cars.   To be able to 
see at first hand the extent of the 
handwork was quite special and 
we were able to fully appreciate 
why this marque is so successful 
throughout the world.   Truly eye-
opening and not a robot in sight!   

We are not sure whether any 
member placed an order.

There was a lot of sleight of 
hand going on at the farewell 
dinner where we were “magically” 
entertained by Magic Circle 
member, Dave Jones, who moved 

from table to table making items 
disappear 
and re-

a p p e a r 
right in front of 

your eyes.   “How did 
he do that?” you heard the cry.   

Finally, our thanks must go to Alan, 
Derek and the South West Midlands 
team for running such a successful 
AF rally.   The venue, the activities 
and, most importantly, the fun and 
the fellowship all made this one to 
remember.

Martin Williams Shipston on Stour

DOrset in the Autumn 
18th-23rd 
wimborne, Dorset 
September

After an action-packed Autumn 
Fellowship in Malvern, we were all 
looking forward to some relaxation 
and putting our feet up at this 
Dorset campsite, just a mile or 
so from the picturesque town of 
Wimborne.   Our first night was 
the welcome supper, a convivial 
affair helped along by some rally 
wine and held at the Old Cart Shed 
adjacent to the site office. After 

daily morning coffee in the party 
tent, our days were free but we were 
supplied with plenty of information 
about the local attractions in and 
around Wimborne. Chief amongst 
these was Wimborne Minster itself 
(c.1120) which many of us chose to 
visit.   An imposing church steeped 
in history, one of its interesting 
features is the Chained Library, one 
of only four in the country.

Another “must see” place of interest 
was Kingston Lacy, now a National 
Trust property and previously the 
home of the Bankes family for over 
three hundred years until 1981.  
They had moved there from Corfe 
Castle after it was ransacked by 
the Parliamentarians following a 
45 day siege during the Civil War. 
Art-lovers would have appreciated 
paintings by Breughel, Rubens, Van 
Dyck and Titian.  

Yes.  It has a wooden frame inside.

No.  You can’t have a towbar fitted.
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Unfortunately, the weather, which had hitherto been 
reasonably benign, took a turn for the worse with 
very strong winds (Storm Ali) buffeting all the outfits.   
Nevertheless, on Thursday evening we all assembled 
in the party tent for some party games, again helped 
along by rally wine.  The party fun was, however, 
curtailed by two incidents. The first was the wind which 
by now had become Storm Bronagh; it created such a 
racket inside the party tent that while we were busy 
enjoying ourselves we were all oblivious to burglaries 
taking place in two ralliers’ vans. There is a cautionary 
tale here therefore and that is to always secure your van 
(and car) even when on a commercial site. The second 
incident was a ferocious gust of wind which put paid to 
the party tent even though it was partially dismantled 
by the rally team working late into the night. 

The farewell dinner was a three-course affair and signed 
off an eventful and enjoyable (at least for most of us) 
rally. Many thanks to Richard and Dorothy Swainston 
and the rally team of John and Lynne Stone, Geoff 
Fewings, and Brian and Shirley Key who had worked 
hard to ensure a rally in a lovely part of the country, with 
plenty of fellowship. 

David Mack Frome, Somerset

llAngOllen & ceiriOg VAlley 20th-26th 
chirk, wrexham September

Thanks to Alan Kemp we discovered the hills behind 
Llangollen and the Glyn Ceiriog Valley, the homeland of 
his late wife.   We were privileged to have his insight into 
the culture of this splendid area.

Lady Margaret CMC site is an attractive wooded site, 
although a couple of members were delayed on entry 
by two fallen trees.   It is close to Chirk Castle, visited by 
many of us, and to the path leading to Chirk aqueduct.   
A brave party of us walked across it, met with the non-
walkers for lunch at a canalside pub, then returned 
to the campsite via a 421m canal tunnel.   We let Tim 
Sheppard lead the way which was a mistake: we could 
not see any light at the end of this tunnel because his 
6’4” frame obliterated it.   We did meet a couple and a 
dog coming the other way and we passed each other 
very carefully.   No swimming today!

A visit to the Llangollen Eisteddfod pavilion, hosted by 
the President, gave us the history of the Eisteddfod, 
which was a peace effort from WWII.   We were shown 
a video about the international competition and the 
friendliness of the event which had been compiled as 
an entry for the Nobel Peace prize: we felt they should 
have won.   Lunch next at the old Corn Mill on the 
banks of the Dee overlooking the Falls before a scenic 
train trip to Corwen on a line which had been axed by 
the infamous Beeching.   Alan volunteered to return 

to camp via a scenic route and as we had a car with us 
on this occasion we went.   What a trip!   An early bend 
required Alan to reverse to get his car round and up.   
Steep narrow roads led us to spectacular views and rural 
scenes and villages.

Sunday lunch was enjoyed with “Jones the boat” on a 
barge across Pontcysyllte aqueduct, wonderful views 
down to the valley.   An excellent roast lunch and 
calorific dessert was enjoyed on our two-hour trip.

Llangollen Rotary Club welcomed us to their meeting 
where after dinner we heard a report from a local 
organisation which had set up a successful befriending 
service.   We thought the group was rather formal, the 
president wore his gongs and suits were to be seen.   
In chatting afterwards, it appeared it was not normal 
practice but was done in our honour.

A minibus picked us up for a scenic route to the rally 
dinner.   A stop was made in Glyn Ceiriog where Alan’s 
cousin-in-law gave us a potted history of the Memorial 
Institute.  Founded by Sir Alfred T Davies and erected 
by public subscription it opened in May 1911 as a 
memorial to the famous Welsh poet, John ‘Ceiriog’ 
Hughes and other notable Welsh dignitaries.   It forms 
the heart of the community, holding meetings, concerts, 
choir rehearsals, debates and social functions, as well 
as displaying many unique exhibits relating to the 
Ceiriog Valley and beyond.   These include a treasured 
collection of stained-glass windows commemorating 
characters from Welsh history; portraits and sculptures; 
many objects relating to the industrial heritage of the 



N E W S  &  V I E W S  W i n t e r  2 0 1 8 / 1 9  P a g e  3 1

Valley (including the Glyn Valley tramway); a collection 
of Eisteddfod Chairs; samples of the poet Ceiriog’s work; 
and much more.   

After some more “interesting” roads (see below) we 
reached Llanarmon and the Hand Hotel (listed in the 
Michelin Guide) where dinner was both tasty and 
elegant.

A comprehensive programme of excellent events 
had been arranged but even so there was time for 
individual trips.   Tim and I had our Fiat Panda with us 
and made good use of it traversing the moors between 
Lake Vyrnwy and Bala via the Bwlch y Groes pass[1].   
Fortunately, little use had to be made of the scarce 
passing places and we dawdled enjoying the stunning 
views.   From the top we had panoramic views for miles 
with row upon row of mountains.   

Other, lower level, visits included Oswestry and the 
British Ironworks Museum.

Alan has offered to run a rally for the International 
Eisteddfod in 2020 and we look forward to visiting this 
area again.

Katrina lancaster Bradwell, Derbyshire

cheese AnD cAVes 27th-2nd 
cheddar, somerset September/October

What makes a great ICFR rally?   An interesting location; 
a good mix of ralliers with old friends to meet and with 
new friends to be made; a varied programme well 
organised; and, of course, wonderful weather.   Oh, 
and maybe a round of golf included.   Well the Cheese 
and Caves Rally in Cheddar run by Tim Waller and Bob 
Wright had all of this and more.

The weather was fabulous from start to finish.   The site 
was conveniently only a short walk from the shops, from 
the cheese, from the caves and from the couple of halls 

[1] The second highest public road mountain pass in Wales, with 
a summit altitude of 545 metres (1,788 ft.) it is listed on the 
website https://www.dangerousroads.org.

we used for evening does.   It has a rather hairy narrow 
entrance road but, all in all, is a lovely Caravan Club site 
with very friendly managers.

The welcome supper in the village hall was extremely 
welcoming, with lashings of hot food made by Jane 
Waller and Carol Wright and with litres of excellent wine 
recently procured by the organisers whilst rallying in 
France and provided at a knock-down rate.   First-time 
rally plaques were presented to John & Linda Rogers 
and to Vaughan & Rose Whiteley who were made very 
welcome by everybody.

Your correspondents have lived in this area for over 
forty years and yet had never been to two of the 
destinations of our organised trips, the Cheddar Caves 
and Glastonbury Abbey.   

From our well-dressed young guide (above) we learnt 
about the vast size of the original Abbey and the fact 
much of the town is built with the stone plundered 
after Henry VIII executed the Abbot up on the Tor and 
the Abbey became derelict.   We saw the “actual” grave 
of King Arthur and Guinevere (Although apparently 
dozens of other similar claims exist elsewhere).   We also 
learnt that the fabulous Gough’s Cave was mainly dug 
out by Richard Cox Gough and his sons using picks and 
shovels and was a tourist attraction in the 1890s.   Now 
they run “extreme” cave diving activities underground 
but there were no takers from our group; coffee and 
cake after the tour was more our style.   We saw cheese-
making too, the only Cheddar Cheese to be made in 
Cheddar and made traditionally by hand; none of your 
mass-producing factory machines here.
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The Indian meal evening at Table 8 in Wedmore was 
fantastic.   How they served up such a variety of great 
food to such a big group was amazing.   It was BYO 
drink as well, so good value.  The French wine was still 
lasting out at that stage but going down fast.   Luckily 
the organisers conjured up some more for the American 
Supper which turned out to be a real feast held in 
Hannah More Cottage (you can google Hannah More if 
you are interested).

Hospitality nights are always fun and that was certainly 
the case for us as measured by the incoherency of one 
of our guests at the final session.   It is always a good 
opportunity to have a really good chat with people you 
don’t know particularly well.

Continuing the alcoholic theme, our final tour was 
around Thatcher’s Cider.   John Thatcher is a Rotarian 
and calls himself a farmer, but with his son, they have 
driven their incredible growth in turnover from one 
to eighty-five million pounds in just seventeen years.   
They thank Magners for kickstarting a big surge in 
cider drinking back in 2006.   We think of Somerset for 
apples but no, most cider apples come from Kent and 
elsewhere.  Apparently the Somerset levels are too wet 
for the trees.   Thatcher’s can press 500 tons of apples a 
day or, off-season, they press blackcurrants for Ribena.

Seven of us had an enjoyable round of golf at Wedmore 
Golf Club, three ladies and four gents.   The ladies all 
thrashed the gents with Sue Liddle being the overall 
champ.

A massive thank-you to Tim, Jane, Bob and Carole for 
looking after us all so well.   They all did such a good job 
we think they should organise another one next year.  
Watch this space.

george and Anne Horsfield Weston-super-Mare

stOnhAm BArns 27th-2nd 
stonham, suffolk September/October

Two dozen members were accommodated in the 
adjoining awnings of the rally marshals and their 
assistants for the evening events.

A meal on the day of arrival is always very much 
appreciated.   So imagine our delight when on the first 
night the principals put on a hot supper with choice 
of fish, chicken or cottage pie was followed by apple 
crumble or Austrian apple cake with custard - together 
with liquid refreshment.

On Friday night fish & chips were collected from a local 
chippy with individual sweets to follow.

During the day members travelled as far as the coast to 
Southwold and Aldeburgh for a breath of sea air (Much 
needed as we had missed the Aldeburgh Rally this year). 

A walk round Needham Lake ended at Alder Carr Farm 
where we had ordered lunch.   However, due to a gas 
supply problem they were unable to cook anything so 
sandwiches were the order of the day.   We were given 
complimentary tea and coffee and thanked for being so 
understanding.   In the evening we had a veritable feast 
of an American Supper and off to bed replete.

Park Hotel in Diss was the venue for the Sunday morning 
East Anglia Area meeting and where we outsiders were 
invited to the main meeting followed by a carvery 
lunch. At 7.00pm we gathered at the awning rally 
headquarters for a quiz and games. After the quiz there 
was much chatter and board games were abandoned.

Throughout the rally the weather had been fine with 
a lot of sun so members were able to take advantage 
of being outside.   A number of ralliers had to leave on 
Monday so the hospitality was turned into socialising in 
Gwyn and Eileen Weallans’ awning.  So came to an end 
the Stonham Barns rally with grateful thanks from all of 
us to Gwyn & Eileen and to Roger & Christine Restell for 
their unstinting hard work. 

We understand that this was the last rally to be organised 
at Stonham, so if you weren’t there you’ve missed out.  

tim Hadrill Nottingham

chiPPing 5th-11th 
Forest of Bowland October

When we booked for the Chipping Rally, I confess I had 
no idea where it was.   After consulting our trusty Collins 
Road Atlas, it appeared that Chipping was in the middle 
of nowhere at the end of a very complicated network 
of minor roads.   However, following the excellent 
directions provided by rally marshals David and Jeanne 
Shaw we turned off the M6 to find ourselves in a very 
affluent area of beautiful houses and picturesque 
villages.   Brickhouse Caravan Site was delightful and 
there were lovely views of the fells.

On the first evening we were treated to good hearty 
soup and a roll while our programme for the rally was 
explained.   Sensibly, the next day was free so that we 
could all get our bearings.   We spent that evening in a 
function room at the local pub having pies and peas and 
being entertained by “Dave the Average”, a magician 
whose hilarious antics hid the fact that he was actually 
very skilled.
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Next morning about twenty 
members set off for a “four 
mile”[1] walk along the Lancaster 
Canal.   They were met by the 
non-walkers at Pudding Hall, a 
famous café where cakes, ice 
cream and coffee were devoured.

The following evening was Pot 
Luck Hospitality night which was 
meticulously organised.  No-one 
got lost and good company was 
enjoyed with friends old and 
new.   

On Tuesday we visited 
Salmesbury Hall where we 
were given an insight into life 
at the hall in Tudor times.   The 
guide (in the guise of “Jenny the 
Witch”) was superb.   She flirted 
mercilessly with the men and 
insulted the women in equal 
measure and she even turned 
Colin Bradford into Father Colin, 
a Roman Catholic priest hiding 
in a priesthole[2] .   Magic indeed!

[1] 4 miles as “described”: but 5.46 miles 
as walked!

[2] Sadly, Father Colin was discovered, 
apprehended and then mortally 
stabbed (By the witch).

The final evening was dinner at 
the Dog and Partridge Hotel.   
We travelled by coach and 
the driver gave us an amazing 
demonstration of reversing a 
huge bus down a very long, 
narrow country lane in the 
dark.   After an excellent meal 
came the conker competition.   
Unfortunately, few of the 
competitors could actually 
hit their opponents’ conkers 
but in a tightly fought final, 
Ted Walmsley triumphed by 
smashing Ivan Palmer’s conker 
in half.

David and Jeanne were thanked 
by Father Colin (in Latin, of 
course) for a brilliant rally with 
outstanding entertainment in a 
beautiful area.   

To use that same word again – 
magic!

Kathleen Bradford Alnwick 

The Chipping site - viewed from the south

The maculate Jenny gave 
an immaculate performance
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rally rEPorts - ForEign 

DOrDOgne 1st-16th  
France June

another excellent “Cooke’s tour”   A three-stop 
tour to the Dordogne in June, to be organised by the 
masters, Terry & Carol Cooke ably assisted by Derrick 
and Sheila Sanders, sounded too good to miss and so 
it proved to be.

The Dordogne is very well known but that cannot 
detract from the beauty of the countryside, the charm 
of the historic towns and the probability of decent 
weather.   Add in some 20+ old friends[] and a good 
time is guaranteed for all.   The rally was really quite 
laid back with limited formal organisation of events 
and, in the writer’s opinion, all the better for it.   

Beaulieu
First stop was Beaulieu-sur-Dordogne, a lovely old 
stone town with the site right in the middle of town 
on an island with the river flowing almost past the 
caravan steps.   Mind you, the site entrance was a little 
daunting: turn off the square; down a narrow road; 
breath in and turn off into an even narrower road (It 
cannot possibly be down there!); around a bend; over 

a narrow bridge; and there you are.   Lovely site, short 
stroll from town.   

Beaulieu is on the eastern side of the Dordogne area 
but nowhere is very far; all the major tourist areas and 
the prehistoric sites are within short car drives for 
days out.

Apart from the usual Rotary hospitality events the 
stay at Beaulieu was particularly marked by two 
events – The boat trip that never was and the evening 
at the crêperie.   

The boat trip was a cruise up-river in a traditional 
barge[1], organised by Alan Kemp.   The forecast for 
the afternoon was not that good and as the start time 
approached we walked the short distance along the 
bank to the quay.   The barge was out, up river, on a trip 
and could be seen in the distance.   Gradually thunder 
was heard, the rain started, the sky blackened and the 
intrepid boaters were to be found sheltering under 
a large tree with umbrellas raised.   Then the rain 
became a fire hose torrent, the lightening crackled 
and crashed directly overhead so that sheltering 
under a tree holding a metal umbrella was no longer 
an option.   The barge could be seen, struggling 
back to port, with the poor galley slaves huddled 
in the well, umbrellas raised and the pirate captain 
on the poop in a poncho as the rain lashed down.   

[1] You can see a photograph of one of these barges (a gabare) 
on page 38.
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Fortunately, there was a bar a few 
feet away to which the assembled 
company retired but not before 
having to wade through the torrent 
now running from town to river.   
Even the pirate captain decided 
enough was enough and joined us 
in the bar.   After a pleasant hour or 
so the rain eased sufficiently for a 
wet stroll back 
to camp, a walk 
enlivened by 
an impromptu 
excerpt from 
Singing in the 
Rain by Roz 
and Christine 
d a n c i n g 
through the 
puddles.

One evening Terry organised a meal 
in the local crêperie, only just large 
enough to accommodate the whole 
party.  A thoroughly enjoyable 
evening was had by all, excellent 
food and great fellowship.

souillac
Our second stop was a short drive 
from Souillac.  Well, it should have 
been a short drive but was made 
much longer as the access road was 
closed for several hours a day for 
road works.  C’est la vie!

The site itself at Camping Le 
Capeyrou Paille Basse is high in the 
hills, wooded and large, though 
in June not at all crowded.   The 
site is so large it was a car journey 
to the waste bins.  It has a decent 
site shop, a superb swimming 
pool complex and one of the best 
campsite restaurants you’re ever 
likely to find.

We enjoyed some great group BBQs 
and joint breakfasts here, thanks 
to Terry, Carole and the Sanders 
and it was here that the travelling 
entertainment became evident 
with virtuoso piano accordion and 
ukulele from Colin Bradford and 
John Loran, ably assisted by David 
Ayres and the Rally Ladies Glee Club.   
Great fun and most enjoyable.

This particular stop was also marked 
by a weather event.   Daytime 
weather was excellent, fine, sunny 
and warm but one night it decided 
to thunder.   Being quite high in the 
hills you could not help being in 
the thick of the storm.   Have never 
heard thunder like it.   “Did the earth 
move for you darling?” takes on a 
new meaning.

We wish all our friends 
in ICFR a very Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy 
New Year 

Colin & Kathleen

B r a d F o r d

Have a fantastic Christmas.  
I look forward to seeing you all 
again during the forthcoming 

rally season 

Derek

r o g e r s

Yo Ho Ho!  Merry Christmas to 
everyone in ICFR 

David & Jeanne

s H aW

To all our ICFR friends - 
Good wishes for Christmas 

and 2019 
Bob & Jill

B r a d l e y

A jolly Merry Christmas and 
all the best for 2019 to our 

friends in ICFR 
Dorothy & Richard

s Wa i n s to n

Greetings to all our friends - 
for Christmas and New Year 

Rosemary & Cliff

d o r l i n g

We wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous 

2019. 

Michael & Barbara

s e g o n

Happy Christmas to all 
our friends in ICFR.  

Happy New Year. 
Paul & Jackie

s H a r M a n

To all our friends - Happy 
Christmas and “Keep ahaad”. 

Alec & Anne

s Wa i l e s

Merry Christmas and a great 
New Year to all our friends 

Paul & Chris

Q u i n l a n

Merry Christmas & all the best 
for 2019 to all our friends in 

ICFR 

Mike & Mavis

s M i t H

Wishing all our ICFR 
friends a Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New Year 
Tim & Shirley

H a d r i l l

Best Wishes to you all for a 
Happy Christmas and a good 

New Year 

Brian & Margaret

l e v e r to n

A very Happy Brexit and New 
Year 

John & June

B u M F r e y

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all our 
friends in ICFR.  See you 

in 2019. 
Tony & Sandra

F o r s y t H

We wish you a Happy Christmas 
and a great caravanning year in 
2019.  Hope to see you on the 

fields. 
Eileen & Gwyn

W e a l l a n s

Best Wishes for a Happy 
Christmas and happy camping 

in 2019 

Malcolm & Maureen

d u n g W o r t H

Best wishes to all my “old” and 
new Rotary friends 

Mike

t e B B u t t

At Souillac John Loran 
displayed a surprisingly 
close interest in Boules.
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Hedge clipping extravaganza at Marqueyssac

The local residents...

... like fish.

GABARE:  a Dordogne barge
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BARMAN                                     WAITER                                                       BARGE TRIP SALESMAN          HAPPY  CUSTOMER 
John Loran                                 David Ayres                                               Alan Kemp                                     Mo Morrison

I think “INTREPID” is the word, don’t you?

Worried faces at the Glee Club’s first effort

The Turleys and the Parrotts  
- with Château Beynac as a backdrop

The Kemp-Rogers expedition

Three men in a boat: Ayres, Bradford, Loran
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Beynac
Having been on an island, then 
high in the hills, the final stop 
was back down to the river again, 
directly under the castle at Beynac, 
the historic small village that clings 
to the cliff underneath the castle 
on top.   Another excellent site with 
good facilities, a large bar area and 
really good supermarket, butchers 
and pâtisserie just across the road.   
A short walk along the river took us 
to restaurants or a climb up through 
the village to more restaurants at 
the top.

Our travelling orchestra truly 
came into its own here with 
other campers looking on in envy 
and amazement as we enjoyed 
hospitality, wine and good 
fellowship whilst being entertained 
on ukuleles and accordion.   So 
good was it, that an Irish musician 
asked if he could join with his guitar 
- which then prompted a passing 
Bavarian guitarist to join in too.   
Great evening.

This stop was also marked by a 
boat trips, but this time they really 
happened.   Beynac is good for 
canoeing down the Dordogne and 
several of us canoed some 10kms 
down the river, passing several 
châteaux, with some enjoying 
lunchtime stopovers at La Roque 
Gageac before returning to 
camp.   It has to be said that not all 
participants were always heading in 
the right direction, but the current 
had a way of correcting poor 
paddling.   There were no casualties.

For those who did not fancy a bit 
of fast water, we did have another 
barge trip and the weather was 
far kinder than for our first failed 
attempt at Beaulieu.

Overall a thoroughly enjoyable 
rally, not over-organised and with 
brilliant company.   Many thanks 
to Terry & Carole Cooke assisted by 
Derrick & Sheila Sanders.

Martin Parrott  
 Sturminster Newton, Dorset

OceAns, Oysters & wine  
 15th-26th 
Arès, France June

After negotiating Bordeaux, we had 
all arrived to a very warm welcome 
from Stewart & Eileen Gilbert, John & 
Margaret Warrack and the campsite 
staff at La Cigale, who provided us 
with our first night supper.   We had 
activities on site: quizzes; a boules 
tournament; hospitality; regular 
“Sundowners” at 6pm with drinks 
and nibbles, supplemented by three 
separate birthday cerebrations; and 
as the weather gradually got hotter 
and hotter many of us enjoyed the 
superb swimming pool on site.  
Being on the edge of a small town 
meant we could do frequent trips in 
by bike or on foot.   

Stewart organised two memorable 
trips.   The first was by coach to a 
beautiful independent vineyard 
near Bordeaux, where a family had 
100 acres of vines and  another 25 
acres in St Émilion.   We were shown 
around the wine-making process, 
followed by a comprehensive 
tasting.   A sumptuous five course 
lunch was enjoyed with, yes, more 
wine!   At about 4pm we arose from 
lunch and made our way to the 
coach and watched all our wine 
purchases being loaded.   We had 
all had a very good day, including 
Bob Wright below!

For our second excellent outing 
we made our way to Cap Ferret 
where Stewart had commissioned a 
boat to take us on a two-hour trip 
around the Arcachon basin.   The 
local oysters, a major feature of this 
district, grow in  beds in this very 
large, but mostly shallow, bay.  

We had a sight of the huge Dune 
de Pilat and it is obvious this 
whole area is moving very quickly 
upmarket to rival the Riviera.   
Yachts, jet skis, smart houses, 
casinos all pointed the way, but 
there is still the tradition of oyster 
production in the area.   We saw the 
oyster farmers’ premises, boats and 
poles marking the oyster beds and 
even the houses on stilts had been 
restored on the “Isle of Birds”.   They 
still manage to produce 20,000 
tons of oysters per year – and David 
Mack did do his best during the 
rally to educate us to enjoy them.  

We all made various local trips; we 
paddled in the Atlantic; we enjoyed 

the huge sandy beaches; and some 
of the local ladies had forgotten the 
top half of their swimsuits.

The rally was concluded with a 
wonderful last night meal, laid on 
at the site restaurant, with drinks, 
tapas, BBQ and dessert.   Luckily, 
we only had to stagger back to our 
nearby vans to sleep.

Next day we all went our separate 
ways to see other parts of France.

What a lovely rally!   It was probably 
the first time many of us had been to 
the Bassin d’Arcachon and to Arès in 
particular.   Thank you everyone for 
making it such an enjoyable rally.

Phil & Ros cary Frome, Somerset

It’s the Macks factor

A happy Bob
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We wish all our friends 
in ICFR a very Happy 

Christmas and a Healthy 
New Year 

Colin & Kathleen

B r a d F o r d

Have a fantastic Christmas.  
I look forward to seeing you all 
again during the forthcoming 

rally season 

Derek

r o g e r s

Yo Ho Ho!  Merry Christmas to 
everyone in ICFR 

David & Jeanne

s H aW

To all our ICFR friends - 
Good wishes for Christmas 

and 2019 
Bob & Jill

B r a d l e y

A jolly Merry Christmas and 
all the best for 2019 to our 

friends in ICFR 
Dorothy & Richard

s Wa i n s to n

Greetings to all our friends - 
for Christmas and New Year 

Rosemary & Cliff

d o r l i n g

We wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and a prosperous 

2019. 

Michael & Barbara

s e g o n

Happy Christmas to all 
our friends in ICFR.  

Happy New Year. 
Paul & Jackie

s H a r M a n

To all our friends - Happy 
Christmas and “Keep ahaad”. 

Alec & Anne

s Wa i l e s

Merry Christmas and a great 
New Year to all our friends 

Paul & Chris

Q u i n l a n

Merry Christmas & all the best 
for 2019 to all our friends in 

ICFR 

Mike & Mavis

s M i t H

Wishing all our ICFR 
friends a Happy Christmas 

and a Healthy New Year 
Tim & Shirley

H a d r i l l

Best Wishes to you all for a 
Happy Christmas and a good 

New Year 

Brian & Margaret

l e v e r to n

A very Happy Brexit and New 
Year 

John & June

B u M F r e y

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to all our 
friends in ICFR.  See you 

in 2019. 
Tony & Sandra

F o r s y t H

We wish you a Happy Christmas 
and a great caravanning year in 
2019.  Hope to see you on the 

fields. 
Eileen & Gwyn

W e a l l a n s

Best Wishes for a Happy 
Christmas and happy camping 

in 2019 

Malcolm & Maureen

d u n g W o r t H

Best wishes to all my “old” and 
new Rotary friends 

Mike

t e B B u t t
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Roman Aquaeduct, Segovia

1st Century Roman bridge 
 - Cathedral, Salamanca

Casa Botines by Antoni Gaudi, 
in Leon

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Hope to see you in a 

field in 2019! 

David & Maureen

s M i t H

Happy Christmas to all 
good friends in ICFR - 

Happy 2019 
Mike

s H i l l i to e

A very Merry Christmas and 
Happy Rallying to all in 2019 

Tom & Christine

g r e e n

Christmas greetings to all our 
caravanning friends. 

Mike & Freda

pa r k i n s o n

Compliments of the season 
and all good wishes from 

David & Mary, 
David & Maureen

t H e  a s H B o u r n e  t e a M

Happy Christmas to one 
and all 

Alan & Nita

M a r t i n

Special wishes for Christmas 
and New Year to all ICFR 

members from … 
Eric & Mo

M at k i n s / M o r r i s o n

With every best wish to you 
and your families.  Hope to see 

you all in 2019 and beyond 

Pat & Bruce

Wa l l ac e

Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Robin & Alison

l e v i n

Christmas greetings to all 
our friends in ICFR 
Ted & Ann

Wa l M s l e y

A Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year - to 
all our friends in Yorkshire, 

Herefordshire and all in ICFR 
Stewart & Eileen

g i l B e r t

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from… 

Len & Marilyn

B o u d i e r

Wishing all our friends a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 
and we look forward to renewing 

friendships in 2019. 

Bob & Carole

W r i g H t

A very Merry Christmas to all 
ICFR members 

Bruce & Sue

l i d d l e

Wishing all members of 
ICFR a Happy Christmas 
and good caravanning for 

the New Year 
Arthur & Mavis

M a r r o W
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cAstillA y leOn 21st-7th 
northwestern spain Aug/Sept

The 2018 Spanish rally was initially set up by Dennis Rose 
but because of illness was taken over by Tom & Christine 
Green, ably assisted by John & Linda Wolfenden.  They 
were joined by a select but extremely friendly bunch: 
John & Geraldine Beaurain; Geoff & Maddy Bell; Vernon 
& Angela Dunford; Malcolm & Maureen Dungworth; 
and Michael & Mavis Smith.  

At the welcome meeting Tom provided us with a 
magnificent rally packs containing information on each 
of the locations.  They must have taken hours to research 
and prepare, and they became our bible for the trip.

Five towns were visited: Ascaret near St Jean Pied de 
Port in the French Basque country (which is one of the 
starting points for the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage 
trail); and then in Spain: Burgos; Segovia; Salamanca; 
and Leon.  Two couples even managed to add in a day 
visit to Madrid as well.    

what did we do, see and learn?  

 ● We walked, we travelled on buses as well as in cars. 
The buses were very good value, but didn’t take our 
bus passes.   Some rode their bicycles and some 
swam. 

 ● We visited small towns, the centre of the Basque 
pepper AOC industry, at least four cathedrals, several 
palaces and castles, Gaudi buildings, wonderful 
gardens with fountains that didn’t actually work.  

 ● We listened to tourist guides in rather strange 
English.  We rode the “petit tourist trains” and on 
open-topped hop-on/hop-off buses.  

 ● We ate churros and drank coffee in Plaza Mayor, and 
some ate the plato del dia and tapas. We walked 
under a Roman aqueduct in Segovia and over a 1st 
century Roman bridge in Salamanca.  

 ● We bumped into each other as we explored the 
cities and the tourist attractions. We saw pilgrims 
walking and riding their bikes and getting lost in the 
roadworks in Leon.   

 ● We learned that northern Spain is quite high and 
cold in the winter because there were snow poles 
and markers by the sides of some of the roads. 

 ● Maureen Dungworth organised the boules 
competition, on four different boules courts, which 
was won by Linda & Geoff with Mike & Maddy as 
runners up.  

 ● We had official and unofficial hospitality evenings; 
attended a Spanish party to celebrate the end of 
the summer season; ate a full English breakfast 
with Buck’s Fizz organised by John W (and cooked 

by everyone else) and had a Spanish food and drink 
evening.  

 ● We packed up and moved on.  On four mornings 
Tom’s pitch was empty when we opened our blinds 
because he had already moved on to be at the next 
site to greet us.  

 ● Some of us had a satnav that couldn’t find its way 
round roadworks (they were moving a mountain).  
Never has the writer been so happy to see an ICFR 
sign and arrow (having just driven past the local 
Carrefour four times from all compass points).

 ● Geoff & Maddy left a day early as they had to get 
back for the Autumn Fellowship but on the last night 
the rest of us went to the campsite restaurant for our 
farewell meal.  

This rally was friendly, relaxed but underpinned by 
wonderful organisation and great places to visit.  Our 
thanks go to Tom & Christine, John & Linda and everyone 
else for making it such an enjoyable experience.  

geraldine Beaurain Chelmsford, Essex

oVEr thE hill?
Bill Leslie

The phone call from David Huxley went something like;  
“I would like to pop up to the Lakes, to the site where we 
hold Autumn Tints, and have a few relaxing days.  What 
do you think?”

Sounded good at the time but old age and being 
long in the tooth should have sounded warning bells.  
Then, early the morning after arrival at the site the 
conversation switched to “Could do with wiping a few 
of the cobwebs away.  How about climbing Loughrigg?”

That’s when the bravado switch hit the full ON mode; 
it was a case of anything Huxley can do, so can we all.   
Not so.

The journey to the starting point got under way at a 
casual pace but somewhere between leaving the site, 
passing Staveley, passing Windermere along the A591, 
somewhere we suddenly left the main road and started 
off up what can only be described as a D class road going 
up a one in four incline.   I hoped not to meet David Shaw 
in his forty-foot long, ten-feet wide Buccaneer  but we 
still had to safely negotiate tractors, fellow climbers in 
their 4X4s  and untold numbers of walkers.
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But, in a heartbeat, the trials of the journey were broken 
by the sight of the waters of Windermere cloaked in 
a giant roll of cotton wool mist which some ancient 
fog giant had laid gently across the entire length and 
breadth of the vast expanse of water.   Remarking that 
boats would have to use fog horns in such conditions, 
I was met with the retort; “Maybe you could o p e n 
the window and assist them with yours?”. 
How unkind.

We eventually arrived, via a one-horse 
shale track, into a farm yard which was 
signposted: “No Entry.   No Parking.   
No Camping.   Beware of the Dogs, 
the Bull and the Wife”.   David swung 
the vehicle round, applied the 
handbrake and jumped out to 
meet Malcolm like a long-lost 
brother.

Later I was to learn that 
David has known Malcolm “X” since 
Malcolm was five.  He also knew Dad, Mum 
and Uncle Tom Cobley, as well as having the track 
record of taking Scout adventure holidays on the same 
location for more than fifty years.

Reality still had not sunk, not even when David 
unloaded enough mountaineering equipment to see 
the full Everest team to the top.  That was followed by 
the next instruction; “Follow me”.

Through the gate we went passing the ram, who had 
a face like a slapped kipper as he thought we might 
be a challenge to his harem of Herdwick beauties, and 
off up an even narrower, even steeper shale track at a 
yomping pace which would have surpassed that of the 
Royal Marines crossing the Falklands.

The first stop was to enjoy a panoramic scene looking 
back down at Loughrigg tarn and the farmhouse 
which we had just left, which now 
looked more like a pinhead.  We drew 
breath for the next phase which, I 
was informed, was the nursery slope 
to gently get the blood flowing and 
the legs working in preparation for 
something more interesting later on 
up the “slope”.

NOTE to future mountaineers: check 
dictionary for Huxley’s definitions 
of slope”, “little saunter”, “not long”, 
“nearly there”, “easy” and “human 
foghorn”.

It seemed to the novice that he also 
knew every one of the hundred 
or more local walkers, fell runners, 
shepherds and relatives of Uncle Tom 

Cobley who we met between bottom and where ever 
life was now leading.   Even when the RAF jet roared 
past at over 500 miles per hour the casual observer 
could be forgiven for expecting the pilot to open the 
cockpit and shout “How are you David?”.

Panoramic views, unbelievable scenery, outstandingly 
friendly locals, fellow walkers and a plethora of wildlife 

cannot prepare the novice accompanying Huxley 
for the never-ending eye-boggling views 

that followed.   At one point it was 
almost possible to keep pace with 

the intrepid leader, but only until 
the gradient  changed from severe to 

almost impossible.

Reaching the top after almost an hour 
and over 1,000 feet above sea level, during 

which time Sherpa David had inherited his 
apprentice’s outdoor coat and all accessories 

to add to his burden, the scene can only be 
described as beyond breathtaking.

Grasmere appeared as a small pinhead of a 
village surrounded by what looked like a bath full 

of glorious green silk water reflecting the magnificent 
late autumn sunshine.   Huxley’s unlimited knowledge; 
“That hill over there is called X and this one is Y” and “If 
we go a few hundred miles over there we will see Z” and 
“Once we did those five over there followed by a few 
more in the afternoon” just paled into a never-ending 
flow about  Ghyll A and Grunt B.  That was until we met a 
professional webmaster who had done the Wainwright 
full range on three occasions. She and David would still 
be there comparing notes even now. The lady stood 
on top of Loughrigg admiring the unbelievable view 
even though she had just recently endured a knee 
replacement operation.

The more experienced of you on this type of walk 
would describe it as being ONLY 4 miles, a gentle stroll 

up a mere 1,000 feet and of nursery 
standard to get the juices flowing.   
For the rest of us, legal advice under 
the Trade Descriptions Act should be 
sought. 

 The descent was easier, the walk 
back to the car sublime, the company 
outstanding and the overall 
experience to be repeated only under 
duress or following a huge intake of 
white wine.

Three days later the legs returned to 
semi-normal.

Billy goat gruff (ex mountaineer) 
a.k.a. Bill Leslie (left)
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CongratUlations

Member of the year
The latest recipients of the ICFR Member 
of the Year award and the Sutcliffe 
Tray are Terry and Carole Cooke. The 
photograph (right) shows them receiving 
the silver salver from President Geoff Bell 
at the Autumn Fellowship meeting last 
September.

Wedding anniversaries

50 years
Golden wedding anniversary congratulations go to: 

 ● tom & Christine green  who married on the 
8th of June 1968

 ● david & azra Pierson  who celebrated their 
Golden Wedding in July 2018.   

Eric Matkins reports that, although the Piersons are 
no longer active caravanners, they do still take a great 
interest in the fellowship.   They were the first holders, 
in 1998, of the Robert & Mildred Sutcliffe Memorial tray, 
awarded to members for outstanding work in setting 
up our great fellowship in succeeding  years.

David and Azra organised two very successful overseas 
tours, one in  New Zealand and one in Canada and the 
north-western states of the USA which are still fondly 
remembered by those who had the opportunity to take 
part

Caravan & Motorhome Club 
Brian & Margaret leverton have been awarded Life 
Membership of the Caravan & Motorhome Club having 
reached 50 years’ membership. 

90th 
Birthday
Florrie heller is 
pictured here 
on the 
1st of July 2018.

The Greens

The Levertons

The Piersons



nEW MEMBErs
There is no guarantee or 
expectation that News & Views 
will always include photographs of 
every new member.  However, any 
new members who have been rash 
enough to come in the proximity 
of the Editor when he has a camera 
in his hand could well find their 
mugshots here:

cardnell - geoff & clare 
Frome             (upper middle)

harries - talfyn & Daphne 
Maesteg         (lower middle)

costello - Alan & Jenny 
Camberley             (above)

happy hour 
 -or-  

La Soirée de Bonheur

The first two verses of this song were written in 
preparation for the Dordogne rally this year.  The 
second verse, in French, is basically a repeat of the first 
verse in English.  The chorus is bilingual.

The third verse was added during the rally after an 
unpleasant encounter with an odiferous alimentary 
French delicacy.  The fourth verse was added as 
atribute to our rally marshals.  

The words, the tune and a melody demo can all be 
reached or downloaded  via 

www.northumbrian.info/icfr/tunes.htm

1. Here in france the weather’s fine. 
We have cold beer and good red wine, 
and lots of tasty canapés 
 and nibbles too, 
 
But the best of the things 
ev’ry Happy Hour brings, 
is the comp’ny of good friends, 
 both old and new.

chOrus

Vin rouge, vin blanc, 
 red wine and white,
Cette soirée de bonheur, 
 stretches into the night.
Un toast je propose, 
 to the folk sitting here.
Nos confrères, nos amis, 
 we wish you good cheer.

2. Sous les auvents de nos caravanes, 
nous avons des bières, nous avons des vins, 
et d’amuse-gueules si savoureuses 
 que l’on prefère.  
 
Mais meilleure que toutes  
ces bonnes choses, sans aucune doute, 
c’est la camaraderie 
 de nos confrères.

chorus then [ 3 ]

3. We love france, oh yes we do 
and the food, we love that too. 
les fromages, les pâtisseries 
 we can’t forget.   
 
But heed the message of this song 
Avoid that sausage with the pong. 
never ever try to eat 
 an andouillette!

chorus then [ 4 ]

4. now please turn and take a look 
this way at carole and terry cooke, 
And at Sheila and at  
 Derrick Sanders too.     
 
they have worked so hard for us 
without hassles, without fuss. 
So to them we have to say  
 “Merci!  thank you!”

Chorus
  

Colin Bradford - June 2018

www.northumbrian.info/icfr/tunes.htm
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PhF saPPhirE Pin
In October the Rotary Club of 
Abertillery and Blaina presented a 
Paul Harris Fellow Sapphire Pin to 
Past-President Alan Thorpe.   Alan is 
already a Paul Harris Fellow, and so 
it was a great privilege for him to be  
honoured with a Sapphire Pin. 

During the last 25 years, Alan has held 
many roles within the club, including 
that of President.  He has been a strong supporter of 
Rotary events, supporting all Club activities, attending 
District and RIBI Conferences, and supporting many 
Rotary projects.  At District level, Alan has held the 
positions of Rotary Fellowship, Vocational Chairman, 
Community Chairman and Conference Secretary.   He 
has been Secretary of Abertillery and Blaina Rotary for 
many years, taking a break for only one year when he 
became President for the second time. He has made an 
outstanding contribution to Rotary in general and the 
Rotary Club of Abertillery and Blaina in particular.  He 
is the first member of their club to be awarded a Paul 
Harris Sapphire.

oBitUariEs

JOhn rOgers 1937-2018

John Gordon Rogers was born in 
Lucknow, India on 30th March 1937, 
the only child of Canon & Mrs Eric 
Rogers.  His father was a chaplain 
in the British Army and served at 
one time as the Acting Bishop of 
Lucknow.  John attended many 
schools in India due to his father’s 
church duties.  During his time in 
India he spoke Urdu, taught to him 
by his Pakistani eyres ([1]nannies).  His 
family  returned to England in 1947, 
the time of Partition.

John attended Dulwich College Prep 
School, then Hereford Cathedral 
School, leaving in 1955.  Following 
national service in the Army, serving 
in Germany, he returned to Salisbury 
where his father was the Canon of Ilfracombe (within 

[1] I had never come across the word  “eyres” before and thought 
it might be Urdu.  Not so: it seems that this word for nannies 
comes from a famous literary governess, Jane Eyre.

the diocese of Salisbury) and joined 
a firm of Chartered Accountants to 
serve his articles.  

In 1961 he married Shelagh and they 
lived in Salisbury and Helston before 
eventually moving to Perranporth.  
He qualified as a Chartered 
Accountant in 1963 and eventually 
became senior partner of A J Paul & 
Co, by which time he was living in 
Tehidy.  

In 1980 John became a Rotarian, having joined the 
Rotary Club of Redruth.  He served as President twice, 
then District Club Service Chairman, District Treasurer 
and finally District Governor (D1290).  He was awarded 
a Paul Harris Fellowship in 2003/04.

In 1992 John & Sheila joined ICFR.   Jointly they organised 
several rallies in Portreath and in 2001 they received the 
ICFR Member of the Year award (and the Sutcliffe Tray).

At John’s funeral in Camborne in June a tribute to John 
was given by another ICFR member, PDG John Butcher 
who had been a colleague and friend for many years. 

BOB Birtwistle 1926-2018

Robert ‘Bob’ Birtwistle was a long-serving ICFR member 
who died peacefully on 17 May 2018, aged 91.  He 
joined Rotary at Consett, Co Durham in 1966 and in 
1975 he transferred to Winsford and Middlewich Rotary 
Club in Cheshire.   

Bob’s wife, Jean, was a cheerful 
and tireless companion.   Together 
they ran numerous rallies across 
Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cumbria, 
Skelwith Fold being a particular 
favourite which they transformed 
into to-day’s well established 
early season meeting.    Bob loved 
organising a selection of hikes for 
all abilities and frequently used his 
knowledge to include a pub stop 
along the way.  

He was a very friendly and helpful 
rally officer for a multitude of other 
rallies throughout the UK and across 
the length and breadth of Europe 
including Switzerland, Lake Garda, 
the Dolomites and Slovenia.

One of the many aspects which should not be forgotten 
was Bob’s generosity.    He organised an ICFR rally back to 
Nice for the first time since that post-war RI convention 

John Rogers

Alan Thorpe (left)
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which led to the birth of ICFR.   As 
rally officer he greeted arrivals with 
a drink to allow them to recover 
after the long haul down to Nice.   
When he presented one American 
Rotarian with a generous helping of 
his whisky and asked “What would 
you like with it?”, the instant reply 
was “As least as much whisky on 
top!”   And that American got his 
wish - such was Bob’s dedication to 
the job of rally officer!

Bob served on ICFR’s local and 
national committees and, as Foreign 
Correspondent, he introduced the 
pocket-sized ICFR programme and 
the Eurosites Directory in 1985.   Bob 
and Jean were an enormous help as 
part of the team that produced our 
ICFR magazine in the days before 
computers, not least by licking and 
sticking over a thousand stamps 
per issue - and then carting all 
those bundles off to the post office.   
To thank them for all their many 
services to our Fellowship Bob and 
Jean were given the Member of the 
Year award (and the Sutcliffe Tray) 
in 2006.

Worsening eyesight and the 
premature loss of Jean in 2006 
ended his active participation in 
ICFR, although he continued to 
enjoy District dinners and Skelwith 
rallies for a number of years as a 
very appreciative visitor.

Caravanning was at the heart 
of Bob’s life for many years and 
proved a constant source of tales, 
amusement and (let’s be honest!) 
of occasional tension, but perhaps 
above all of fellowship with kindred 

spirits across and beyond the UK.   
Thank you to everyone who offered 
their support and friendship to 
Bob & Jean; they too were hugely 
appreciative.

David &  John Birtwistle 
Leeds 
Peter Jefferies 
Northwich, Cheshire

DOuglAs VAughAn  
 1927-2018

Douglas Vaughan died on the 30 
June 2018 after a short illness aged 
90.  He was a devoted husband to 
Margaret and father to their two 
daughters Sarah and Claire and a 
proud grandfather to Mark, William 
and Henry.

Douglas was a Past-President of 
Northampton West Rotary Club 
(1983-1984) and a keen motor 
enthusiast.  He 
was a member of 
the  Rolls-Royce 
Enthusiasts Club 
in Paulerspury, 
near Towcester to 
which he kindly 
invited members 

of ICFR when we were on a rally in 
Newport Pagnell.

Douglas and Margaret also joined 
us on a number of overseas rallies 
with his Rapido motorhome.  We 
enjoyed a number of occasions 
when he would take us out in the 
motorhome and we would stop 
for an elaborate picnic beside 
the highway.   Nothing daunted 
Douglas  and we went out with him 
one day at Skelwith when he took 
us up the Honister Pass.  Half way 
up we were stopped by a warden 
who told Douglas he wouldn’t be 
able to go any further because of 
the size of his “bus”.   So Douglas 
produced a bus timetable and said 
“If buses can go up then so can I”.    
Then he quickly went into reverse 
all the way down the pass into a 
car park – with cars scattering to 
the left and right, an experience we 
won’t forget!

We fondly remember hospitality 
from Douglas and Margaret 
and it was a great pleasure 
when on one of our rallies in 
Western France we provided 
a birthday cake for his 86th 
birthday.   We will never forget 
his face and delight when 
he noticed that because we 
couldn’t fit 86 candles on top, 
we put in numerals a figure 8 
and a 6.

Douglas relished a challenge 
and when Celtic Claire at the 
Autumn Tints rally in 2011 
asked for a volunteer for 
instant tuition in Irish Dancing, 
Douglas was straight on to 
his feet.  With commendable 
results.

All those who had the good 
fortune to know Douglas 
will miss his enthusiasm and 
fellowship.

John and Margaret Warrack 
Market Bosworth

Bob Birtwistle

Celtic Claire with 
 Douglas Vaughan
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June JOnes 

June Jones sadly passed away in the summer after a long 
battle with leukaemia.   John and June have been regular 
attenders at ICFR rallies since joining in 1996.   June’s 
first memories of ICFR go back to its formation when 
her father Oliver Weathersbee was the financial wizard 
for the group of Rotarians who decided to attend the 
RI Convention 
in Nice in 1967.   
This rally led 
directly to the 
formation of 
our Rotary 
Fellowship.   It 
was a source 
of great 
disappointment 
to her that 
she did not 
participate in the 
50th anniversary 
return to Nice 
last year. 

June was an 
active member 
of the Inner Wheel Club of Harpenden Village and 
spent many years as a District Officer.   She and John 
have greatly enjoyed their time on ICFR rallies.   She had 
especially fond memories of the trip to Oberammergau 
when there was a crash of thunder as Jesus was nailed to 
the Cross.  She and John was also were delighted when 
they eventually persuaded John’s younger brother, 
Dennis, to join them in ICFR.

John is intending to continue rallying next year and 
looks forward to seeing his many Rotary caravanning 
friends again.

Dennis Jones Nottingham

in Memoriam
Bob Birtwistle Northwich North West

Muriel Haigh Hebden Bridge Scotland & NE England

Margaret Henry Herne Bay South East

June Jones Harpenden East Midlands

John Rogers Redruth South West

charles Usher Weston-super-Mare South West

Douglas Vaughan Northampton East Midlands

terry Watts Leicester East Midlands

CaraVanning in FranCE
John Loran

It was something like thirty-five years since Mary and I 
had last caravanned in France.   Too many things had 
got in the way.   So, it was with some trepidation that 
we booked ourselves on to the ICFR Dordogne Rally 
for 2018.   In the months and weeks before setting off, 
we asked fellow campers what we needed to be aware 
of.   Almost all told us to go to Halfords and buy the 
kit with breathalysers, spare bulbs (half of which need 
a specialised engineer to fit) and dayglow jackets etc.   
“Oh, and make sure you’ve got the jackets within reach 
in the car; and have you got a warning triangle; and a 
first aid kit?”.   

We were also advised by rally marshal, Terry Cooke, to 
get a Crit-Air certificate, just in case we unexpectedly 
had to go into one of the controlled-air zones.   With 
the benefit of experience, my tip now is to do that in 
plenty of time.   We applied only a few weeks before 
leaving, which didn’t give time for the official sticker to 
arrive in the post (although they did send an electronic 
certificate a couple of weeks after applying).   

There were quite a few things we didn’t know about.   
Maybe that’s part of the fun of it.   Or maybe it would 
be good to harvest the experiences of our collective 
membership.   Here are a few things that we discovered 
(albeit a bit too late!):

 ● sanef tag: To get any distance quickly and 
with minimum fuss, it is of course best to use 
the péage system, the toll roads.   That requires 
getting a ticket and then paying at the other end.   
Easy enough you might say, but the toll booth is 
on the wrong side (like everything on their roads) 
and some can be ideally placed for lorry drivers 
that are about ten feet higher up.   The easy way 
around that is to purchase a Sanef tag: you just 
drive up; the barrier goes up; you go on; and 
ultimately you get billed automatically.   Check it 
out at www.saneftolling.co.uk [1]

 ● gas:  They don’t have Calor gas in France.  If you 
think you are going to use more gas than you can 
take, then you need to have at least one Camping 
Gaz cylinder so you can get a refill.

 ● trip switches:  One reason you might use 
more gas than you expect is their frequently flaky 
electric hook-ups.   Our experience has been that 
the demands of a modern caravan would often 
trigger the trip-switch.   Typically, the power 
cabinet would be locked so it had to be re-set by 

[1] Since John Loran wrote this article the Sanef operation has 
changed its name to Emovis-Tag.  The website is now :

www.emovis-tag.co.uk

www.saneftolling.co.uk 
www.emovis-tag.co.uk
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one of the staff.    It’s not great to find the fridge 
not working as you’re going to bed late at night.   

 ● Polarity:   Also watch out for reversed polarity 
on campsite electricity supplies.   One of our 
fellow campers had a handy little adapter that 
could be put in series to reverse the wiring.

 ● spectacles:  Do you wear spectacles?   If you 
need them to drive, you must, by law, have a 
spare pair available with you in the car.

 ● hgV restrictions:  Did you know that most 
HGVs are banned on major routes between 10pm 
Saturday and 10pm Sunday?   We discovered 
this to our delight having opted for a long final 
drive from Tours to Calais.   By sheer good fortune 
this trip fell on a Sunday and we managed the 
entire trip with only one lorry to overtake.   This 
enlightened rule is even expanded in the height 
of the French summer to include 7am to 7pm on 
Saturdays (leaving the poor old lorry drivers just a 
three-hours window on Saturday evening to get 
the heck out of France).   It also applies on public 
holidays.   If you know about this, it can really help 
to plan the longer motorway drives.

https://about-france.com/hgv.htm#information

 ● aires:  Be aware that the consequence of the 
HGV restriction is that the aires or  rest areas 
become rather congested with HGVs so, when 
planning a stop, it can be best to choose the less 
popular non-serviced aires where you should find 
a place for your car and ‘van.

 ● signs:  Finally, what about road signs?   Do you 
know them all?   It’s true that these are largely 
harmonised throughout Europe.   But there are 
a few differences, so have a quick check on-line 
before you go.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_signs_in_france  

 ● yellow diamonds:  The one sign I couldn’t 
remember was the yellow diamond you see 
consistently on French roads.   After consulting 
the great god Google, I found it indicates that it’s 
a priority road.   In other words, the old (lethal) 
Priorite a Droite rule that used to allow any Tom, 
Dick and Jean-Paul to barge out of a minor road 
just in front of you, no longer applies.   That’s 
all well and good you say – common sense has 
prevailed after all.   But no – watch out for the 

yellow diamond with a black line through it, as 
that indicates the village you’re just about to drive 
into is still in the dark ages.

I’m sure there are plenty of you out there who would 
think I’m crazy to admit to such a level of ignorance.   If 
you are the one who has actually bothered to read all 
the way through this article, then please send your tips 
for European driving to our Editor.   I remain convinced 
that while I may be ignorant I am not alone.   After all, 
I’ve just spent three weeks watching Brits causing chaos 
– but that’s for another time!

John loran Swindon, Wiltshire

traVEllErs’ tiPs

l’Etiquette des toilettes
We are a polite and courteous lot in ICFR, are we not?   
We endeavour to stick to many of the social niceties in 
a time of increasing informality.  For example, when we 
leave a room we might hold the door open to make it 
easier for a person wishing to enter.   That’s all well and 
good.   In most circumstances - but not in all.

The image opposite below shows the instructions plate 
from one of those splendid new automatic toilets that 
you can find in France.   The instructions are given in 
French, English and Spanish and there is also a Braille 
version.  The English version reads:

Hello,  
For the comfort of all, the toilet seat is automatically 
washed, disinfected and dried after each use.  Children 
must be accompanied.  Maximum period of use is 20 
minutes.  Please keep the place tidy.

But just consider what might happen if Arabella 
Bloggs[1],  a polite and courteous Englishwoman, were 
to emerge from such a “convenience” and see her friend, 
Jemima, waiting to enter.  She might very well, following 
the habit of a lifetime, hold the door open while her 
friend entered.

Can you now, with your knowledge of the small print 
advice above, think what might happen to you if you 
were Jemima, the incomer?  Let me tell you.

[1] In this cautionary tale, the names of the dramatis personae have 
been changed - to protect the innocent.

https://about-france.com/hgv.htm#information
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_signs_in_France
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1. The lights inside the loo go out.  It 
is now completely dark because 
there are no windows.

2. There a loud click as the door is 
locked.  Because it is black dark 
you cannot see the door handle 
to  effect an escape.

3. From somewhere in the darkness, 
water is suddenly sprayed in the 
direction of the toilet seat.

4. Because you are sitting on the 
seat the water, very unfortunately, 
soaks you rather than the seat.

5. The seat-drying phase which 
eventually follows is inadequate 
for drying human beings and 
their trappings.

6. Eventually the seat-drying phase 
comes to an end.  The door is 
unlocked and the lights go on.  
At last you can escape from your 
ordeal.

You might, on emerging, experience 
a degree of discomfort and 
embarrassment but the best remedy 
would be for you and your friend to 
use mirth and vigorous laughter.  

We hope Arabella and Jemima did.   

After all, they are polite and 
courteous Englishwomen.

 ● Beware!

 ● Be  wary or..

 ● Be wet!

lEttErs
to the Editor

From Piet Gruppelaar
icFr - nederlands

Dear Colin

Thank you for sending us your 
magazine.   I will give you some 
information about our ICFR[2].   

[2] https://www.rotary.nl/icfr/over_icfr/

We don’t have a magazine of the 
Dutch ICFR, so I can’t send you one.   
We have, comparing with your 
ICFR, a very small organisation.   At 
this moment we have round about 
25 active married couples with a 
caravan or a camper and 5 solo’s 
with a caravan.   Then we have in 
our group about 20 active members 
without a caravan or camper.   When 
I say active I mean that all active 
members try to attend our meetings 
or camps.   Two times a year we 
organise a camp somewhere in the 
Netherlands with a lot of activities, 
like golfing, bridge, biking and 
several excursions.

The Dutch ICFR is a very solid group 
of people with a lot of fellowship 
and friendship.   The problem is, that 
it is an elderly group with only a few 
younger members. And when I say 
young I mean between 60 and 65 
years old. 

Our president is Theo Grootjen, our 
secretary is Cor Gerssen, or treasurer 
is Maria van der Vlist and I (pictured 
below) am 
the fourth 
member of the 
board. 

With 
compliments   

Piet 
gruppelaar 
Winschoten, Netherlands

From Carole Cooke
thanks and memories

We would like to say a very big thank-
you to President Geoff and the other 
officers for choosing us to receive 
the  Robert &  Mildred Sutcliffe Tray.   
When reading the names engraved 
on the plate it brings back memories 
of others who were clearly more 
deserving.

Terry and I would like to say thank-
you to the ICFR members who have 
joined us on our rallies over the years 
and helped to make those rallies full 
of fun & fellowship. 

https://www.rotary.nl/icfr/over_icfr/
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Special thanks go to the ARMs who 
have supported us; we do of course 
have lots of happy memories.

The tray will be handed on to the 
next recipients at the 2019 Autumn 
Fellowship at Woodland Waters 
which is a delightful site set in 
seventy acres of woodland with 
gently sloping  grassland and lakes.   
We hope that many of you will join 
us there.

carole cooke 
Spalding, Lincolnshire

From John Neave
the irish rally

Just before the rally to Northern 
Ireland we had changed the 
motorhome as a Diamond Wedding 
present to ourselves.   We foolishly 
set sail from Birkenhead in a hurried 
but untried Ducato.   

The Stenaline cabin was 
comfortable and roomy but lacked 
our pharmaceutical rucksack.   
Disembarkation was at around 
7am and Boots in Antrim had a 
replacement consignment ready 
for collection by 9.30.   Not bad 
eh?   And all done with the smiling 
goodwill we were to experience 
everywhere we went over the next 
days.   

Shortly after arrival at Six Mile 
Water campsite, a hole in the water 
pump casing manifested itself.   The 
next couple of days were spent 
going up and down to Lisburn 
only to discover that there was 
no replacement in the UK or the 
Republic.   The President showed 
his worth by jury-rigging a Whale 
and at last a pot of tea was enjoyed.   

The next day we found the mother 
and father of all potholes, the fuel 
cutout worked extremely efficiently 
and it took an hour or two for Green 
Flag (Yes GREEN how appropriate 
for Ireland) to find and reset it.

We had an uneventful run to 
Fermanagh until at bedtime on 

the Sunday when I noticed that 
some red wine had leaked.   Except 
it hadn’t leaked; the floor was 
covered in blood.   A small vein in 
my leg had burst and was spurting 
with some force.   Mike Segon and 
Arthur Ambrose spent the next 
hour applying pressure until the 
paramedic and eventual ambulance 
arrived, blue lights a-go-go and 
rushed Shirley and me the thirteen 
miles to Eniskillen’s super modern 
hospital.   

We were followed by rally marshal 
Dave Shaw and Maggie Ambrose; 
the hospital staff rightly assumed 
Dave and Maggie were a man and a 
wife.  Yes, but not each other’s!

Got back to Rushin House site about 
3.30am to find that Barbara Segon, 
Eileen Weallans, Jeanne Shaw and 
the other ladies had cleaned the 
van all through.   Eventually got 
back home to Oswestry OK.   

The purpose of this note is to express 
our most heartfelt thanks to all our 
fellow Irish rally colleagues and to 
let you all know what a wonderful 
group our Fellowship is.      Without 
you I might well not be here now.

John neave 
Oswestry

From Richard Swainston
Burglaries - i

You are probably aware that we 
had two robberies on our recent 
Wimborne rally.   On Thursday the 
20th September whilst we were 
having an event in our party tent 
on site Geoff Cardnell returned to 
his caravan to collect his coat.  He 
saw a young white man of average 
height by his caravan who ran off as 
soon as he was challenged. 

Geoff checked his caravan and 
found that his wife’s handbag with 
all her money, credit cards etc. was 
missing, as well as his own wallet 
containing cards, money, driving 
licence etc.   He returned to the 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Hope to see you in a 

field in 2019! 

David & Maureen

s M i t H

Happy Christmas to all 
good friends in ICFR - 

Happy 2019 
Mike

s H i l l i to e

A very Merry Christmas and 
Happy Rallying to all in 2019 

Tom & Christine

g r e e n

Christmas greetings to all our 
caravanning friends. 

Mike & Freda

pa r k i n s o n

Compliments of the season 
and all good wishes from 

David & Mary, 
David & Maureen

t H e  a s H B o u r n e  t e a M

Happy Christmas to one 
and all 

Alan & Nita

M a r t i n

Special wishes for Christmas 
and New Year to all ICFR 

members from … 
Eric & Mo

M at k i n s / M o r r i s o n

With every best wish to you 
and your families.  Hope to see 

you all in 2019 and beyond 

Pat & Bruce

Wa l l ac e

Merry Christmas and Best 
Wishes for 2019 

Robin & Alison

l e v i n

Christmas greetings to all 
our friends in ICFR 
Ted & Ann

Wa l M s l e y

A Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year - to 
all our friends in Yorkshire, 

Herefordshire and all in ICFR 
Stewart & Eileen

g i l B e r t

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year from… 

Len & Marilyn

B o u d i e r

Wishing all our friends a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 
and we look forward to renewing 

friendships in 2019. 

Bob & Carole

W r i g H t

A very Merry Christmas to all 
ICFR members 

Bruce & Sue

l i d d l e

Wishing all members of 
ICFR a Happy Christmas 
and good caravanning for 

the New Year 
Arthur & Mavis

M a r r o W
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party tent to report this and the rest of us then went to 
check our own caravans/motorhomes.  

John Rice came back to say that his motorhome had 
been broken into via the rooflight and his wife Jenny’s 
handbags containing money cards, keys, watch etc. 
were missing.   Luckily John had his wallet with him.

Geoff and Clare Cardnell’s caravan had not been locked  
because we were only just a few yards away in the party 
tent.  John and Jenny Rice’s motorhome was locked and 
alarmed but that was no protection;  the thief gained 
access by climbing on top of the van and coming in 
through the rooflight.   It seems that the vehicle’s own 
internal alarm system only works on the driving cab area 
at the front.   Both couples had to leave the rally early in 
order to go home to organise new locks, cancellation of 
cards, replacement of loss of licences etc.

I will be adding this to the Risk Assessment for any 
future rallies I run. 

Richard Swainston Didcot, Oxfordshire

From Jenny Rice
Burglaries - ii

This is what I wrote after driving home from the 
Wimborne Dorset rally where we had two burglaries.

More than One Way in

We locked our van. 
To party tent we ran. 
All was well,so we thought. 
Happy games, nothing fraught. 
Wind was high and blowing hard, 
Then friends found their van invaded. 
Vans were checked, locked was ours, 
But upon opening wardrobe doors. 
Bag was gone! No alarm sound? 
Then torn off roof vent was found !

Beware ladies.   Both handbags taken that night were 
kept in the wardrobes. Moral of the story is place 
goodies in a locked or alarmed area of your van.

Be aware of the areas within your van that are alarmed 
internally; ours is only covered around the driving area.

The roof vent had been jammed back on, 180 degrees 
about, presumably hoping that we wouldn’t notice, 
hence giving time to exploit credit cards etc.

Jenny Rice Duffield, Derby

From Mary Simmons
the lilies of the Field

I have missed so many rallies this year: with a broken 
arm; a major operation; a broken hip.  Now I’m plated 
and pinned!   

In a reflective mood, I thought this poem was 
appropriate.  It was inspired by a caravan trip to the 
Yorkshire Dales a few years ago.

In this materialistic world of ours 
No need to worry 
Having it all is not so important.

Consider the lilies of the field 
How they grow. 
They toil not neither do they spin.

Ponder the regal ragwort 
Crowned in glory. 
No statutes written or orders given.

Contemplate the purple knapweed 
Standing tall. 
Grand emperor of all he surveys.

Wonder at the Lady’s Mantle 
Beauty to behold, 
Clothed in velvet and sparkling diamonds.

Observe the violet geranium, 
Lances ever exploding, 
They have no cause to fire in anger,

Gaze on the dainty cow parsley 
With caps of lace. 
They have no need of needle or bobbin.

Admire the sparkling scabious 
Crowned with pearls, 
Living the life of a summer princess.

Listen to the harebell 
Swinging in unison. 
No need to announce their presence. 

Reflect on the radiant chicory, 
Ever glowing blue. 
They know the time from dawn to dusk.

Consider all the flowers of the Dales 
We in all our glory 
Are not dressed as one of these.

Mary Simmons High Wycombe

From Derrick Sanders
icFr archives

Apart from a recent two-year period, I have held the 
ICFR archives since 2004.   I am now thinking it may be 
time for someone else to take on the enjoyable task 



P a g e  5 4  W i n t e r  2 0 1 8 / 1 9  N E W S  &  V I E W S

of ensuring that our history is properly retained and 
protected.

The archives consist 
of three cardboard 
boxes, each about 
20” x 15” (505mm 
x 380mm).   They 
contain a range of 
items including:

 ● The initial 
p r e p a r a t o r y 
meeting to establish a fellowship, on 19th August 
1967;

 ● Original hand-written meeting minutes in minute 
books;

 ● Minutes for Officers’ meetings (which ceased in 
2008) and for Executive meetings;

 ● Extensive papers on the RI Conventions in 1984 
and 2009, which give an excellent insight into the 
amount of work done for both events. 

 ● General papers kept in annual folders;

 ● Copies of all News & Views and its equivalent 
predecessor magazines from “The Bulletin” onwards; 

 ● All annual Handbooks & Directories, in various 
styles.;

 ● Our “ICFR History” circulars at 25 and 30 years and 
their preparatory work;

 ● Many miscellaneous papers and items

This is an extensive and important collection which 
shows the origin and development of our fellowship.   If 
you are interested in ensuring that it is properly retained 
and protected, please get in touch.

Derrick Sanders Wolverhampton

ForMal BUsinEss
All the boring stuff!

annUal gEnEral MEEting

ShreWSBUry, SaTUrDay 18Th May 2019
Set out below is the agenda for the AGM at Shrewsbury.  This 
is followed by a summary of the minutes from the previous 
AGM of ICFR at Banham.

agEnda
1. In memoriam

2. Apologies 

3. Report from the Rally Marshal   

4. Approval of minutes from previous AGM;   Matters arising 
from the minutes.

5. Appointment of Tellers.

6. Revision of Membership Categories. See proposal details 
below as submitted by Executive Committee.

7. Notice of Any other business (As notified to the Secretary in 
advance of the meeting)

8. Reports from:                                                                                                                      

1. The President                                                                                                              

2. The Vice President                                                                                                     

3. The Secretary 

4. Membership Secretary

5. Treasurer’s Report

  5.1.  Present 2018 accounts for approval

  5.2.  Recommend Subscription for 2020 

  5.3.  Recommend & Approve Auditor for 2020 

6. Editor

7. Public Relations

8. International Liaison Officer  

9. Programme Secretary

10.  IT Secretary

11. Equipment and Sales.

9. Officers and Executive elected for 2019/20

1. Election and Approval of the Officers and Executive for 
2019-2020.

2. Announcement of Trustees 

3. Confirm Honorary Members 2019/2020

 
See details below of those posts open for nominations, and 
the approved nomination process.

10. Request Tellers to destroy voting papers.

11. Any other business as notified earlier.

12. Vote of thanks

13. Date, time & place of the next AGM.

The conduct of the AGM shall be in accordance with Rule Appendix  
RA1 of ICFR Rules & Regulations.

A summary of the minutes from the previous AGM of ICFR at 
Banham, 2018 has been published in News & Views.

PrOPOSaL TO reVISe MeMBerShIP CaTeGOrIeS aS 
SUBMITTeD By The eXeCUTIVe COMMITTee
The Executive note that a significant numbers of our rallies are run 
by Associate members, and that many of the Area Officers are also 
Associate members – they are a core part of our organisation, for 
which we are most grateful.   Yet, our Associate members do not 
have the opportunity to vote at our AGM, or stand for our Executive 
Committee or be Officers of the Fellowship.   The percentage of 
Associate members within ICFR is likely to gradually increase over 
time – some members are finding that their own Rotary Clubs are 
closing and that they are unable to find a suitable alternative within 
sensible distance, and our newer Family/Alumni membership criteria 
will also impact.

This matter has been considered by the Executive, and there is a 
unanimous consideration that we need to address this matter.   We 
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need to ensure that we treat all of our members fairly and equally – 
we need a level playing field.

Therefore the Executive submit the following proposal to the AGM 
(as per our Constitution, para 14.1.2) :-    

That the following  Associate member categories (as outlined 
in our current  Rule 2)   will be Full Members – and thereafter 
be able to stand for Committee and Officers posts, and to vote 
at AGMs:-   
 ● Previously Full Members who have ceased to be Rotarians, 

and their spouses

 ● Widows and Widowers of Members, who are not Rotarians 
in their own right

 ● Domestic partner of a Rotarian as declared to our Membership 
Secretary

 ● Family members of Rotarians and Members, Rotary Alumni 
etc.

In addition, existing Full Members who are not Rotarians, 
generally the spouses of current Rotarians, should also be 
eligible for Officer posts.  (There is one restriction that RI place 
upon us, and which we must respect,  in that our President, 
and thus our Vice President must be Rotarians.)

This proposal would formally change our Constitution, and the 
following clauses of the Constitution will need to be revised in order 
to recognise this detail:-

 ● Constitution Clause 4.3.1   Membership.   To add in the 
categories listed above.   (Clause 4.3.2 does not need to 
be amended, as the changes will be covered by changes 
to Rule 2.)

 ● Constitution Clause 11.1  Nominations.  Deletion of the 
wording  “who is a Rotarian”.   After the comment regarding 
nominations for Vice-President and President, add “and 
will be subject to any restrictions imposed by Rotary 
International.

In addition, the Executive Committee will be required to revise the 
following Rules:-

 ● Rule 2.   Items 1, 2, 4 and 7 will be deleted as outlined in 
the formal proposal above, leaving Associate Members as 
defined by the current points 3, 5 and 6.

 ● Rule 7.2.  To note that the Area Chairman and Area Vice-
Chairman must both be Full Members.

Being a change to the Constitution, this proposal will need to have 
support from two thirds of those Full Members present at the AGM, 
including those represented by postal votes.

If approved, then it is intended to implement immediately. 

OFFICerS aND eXeCUTIVe FOr 2019-2020
There will be vacancies for the following Officer posts:– 

 ● Treasurer;   Editor;   Programme Secretary;  International 
Liaison Officer

 ● And for at least two elected members of the Executive 
Committee.

Nominations for any of these positions must be submitted, by a Full 
Member, to the Secretary, in writing, by  Monday, 18 March 2019, 
having previously obtained the permission of the proposed member.   
For the Officer posts, the member proposed must be a Rotarian,  and 
for the Committee posts, a Full Member.

Nomination forms are available by request to the Secretary.

A simple majority, including those represented by postal votes,  of 
those eligible to vote is required. 

POSTaL VOTING
1. Any Full Member not attending the  AGM will be entitled 

to register a postal vote with the Secretary prior to that 
meeting, subject to that Full Member writing to the Secretary, 
by Thursday 18 April 2019 requesting an individual postal 

voting form. Only individual requests will be accepted and the 
necessary documents will be dispatched as soon as possible.   
This facility will apply to the Membership Revision Proposal, 
and to the election of Officers and Committee members.

2. Providing the above provisions are complied with, the 
Secretary will send:

 ● A postal voting form plus an individual voting identification 
number.

 ● Details of all resolutions currently proposed for consideration 
at the GM.

3. The Full Member casting such a postal vote shall return it to 
the Secretary to arrive not later than  Wednesday 8 May 2019 
and will not thereafter be entitled to record a second vote on 
those matters in person at the GM.

4. Bulk applications for postal votes will not be accepted.

MinUtEs
minute of the icFr Agm held at Banham 12th may 
2018

 ● President Gwyn welcomed over 100 members to the AGM. (53 
units on site and one first time rallier.)   Apologies were noted 
and the meeting remembered those members who have passed 
away recently. 

rePOrTS FrOM The OFFICerS

President Gwyn Weallans 

 ● It has been a tremendous privilege to be your President for the last 
two years and to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of ICFR and enjoy 
the rally down to Nice. 

 ● We must look to our declining numbers, and I am most impressed 
at the effort Colin Bradford and Martin Williams have put into this 
activity in creating a new trifold leaflet and display stands. It is a 
great job and if you are asked to get one displayed please help, as 
the more that people and in a lot of cases Rotarians get to know 
about us, the more chance we have of reversing the loss due 
primarily to age. So, consider caravan sites, caravan sales outlets, 
caravan shows, and District meetings to get the leaflets available 
to all. I am sure Colin and Martin will be able to find more leaflets 
and stands if you run out. Let’s give it a damn good try!

 ● We must look forward to this year’s rallies. Looking at the UK Rallies 
they are fully booked up to the AGM and only one vacancy until 
we get into June. But then we have a problem in that we have too 
many rallies running at one time and not necessarily linked to run 
on from one another. So, we now need to plan the second half of 
the year better and fill up some of the holes. 

     santa Claus is coming to town 

 ● He’s making a list;

 ● He’s checking it twice;

 ● He’s gonna find out who’s naughty and nice.

 ● Santa Claus is almost certainly in contravention 
of… 
 
…  Article 4 of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (EU) 2016/679.
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 ● Well we now move into the transitory phase of our organisation 
when I hand over to Geoff Bell to lead the organisation, supported 
by Bruce Wallace. I feel we are moving into a younger management 
of the organisation and I hope you support them as well as you 
have supported me.  

 ● Finally, we must say a great thank you to Gerard who rolls off the 
end of the table today. Thank you for all you have done for ICFR as 
editor, vice and President.                               

Vice President Geoff Bell

 ● Yes, it’s 2018 and already it’s Spring!  A recent look at our rally 
calendar tells me that we have 26 UK rallies and 3 Overseas rallies 
on the programme. There are still no fewer than 90, that’s nine-
zero vacancies for the UK rallies which represents a half of those 
on the programme! 

Geoff ran through those 2018 rallies with vacancies and introduced 
the RM or BO if present.

 ● In September we all have the opportunity to attend our Autumn 
Fellowship rally at a new location, the Three Counties Showground 
at Malvern.  Alan Martin, Derek Rogers and the SW Midlands Area 
have put together an impressive schedule of fellowship and fun 
plus two interesting visits.  

 ● Our fellowship is blessed with many volunteers who give freely 
of their time to make ICFR the tremendous success that it is.  For 
example, your elected representatives on the Executive who spend 
not only several hours at the two major rallies each year managing 
our club’s business but have many discussions throughout the 
year.  And let us not overlook those members, Rally Marshals and 
Booking Officers, who again contribute so much effort to enable 
us all to enjoy our favourite recreation!   Please demonstrate your 
support by attending these rallies!

secretary Derek Rogers

 ● Confirmed that necessary RI updates, ACCEO subscription and 
Insurance renewal had been completed; our Exemption Certificates 
are still valid and in order.

treasurer John Holman

 ● Presented the 2017 accounts -  approved. Although he reported a 
surplus for the year of £760 and a seemingly healthy bank balance, 
he advised against any rush to spend it.

 ● He reported the circulation of a new Asset Register, which he hoped 
would enable Rally Marshals to locate and borrow such items as 
party tents and ICFR banners. He urged members to help him to 
keep it accurate. He thanked rally officers, Area Treasurers and our 
auditor for their cooperation. 

 ● He advised members that the figures for 2018 to date indicated 
a significant deficit for the year, based on reduced subscription 
income and increased expenditure on printing and postage. Exec 
Committee had agreed to limit future expenditures without prior 
authorisation from the treasurer- applying to any Area that wishes 
to spend more than their locally agreed imprest account balance.

 ● Subscription for 2019 was approved at £10, and Mike Segon as 
Auditor.

editor Colin Bradford

 ● news & Views  Noted that the Summer edition has been published.  
Colin thanked contributors.   Most stories can be improved by 
the inclusion of high res’n photographs. Trifold leaflet has been 
distributed to all Area committees and included with every N&V.

 ● rotary magazine  Dave King, RIBI Editor agreed to a feature on 
ICFR. 

 ● spread the word  With RIBI help, have sent the last two N&Vs to 
all RIBI District officers, DGs, DG-Elects and Secretaries.   If you meet 
any of these people take the opportunity to talk to them about ICFR.

 ● trifold Leaflet is targeted at external readers.   N & V is targeted 
at both internal and external readers

 ● remember – the single best means of attracting new members 

is by personal approach.

 ● Arsenal   News & Views and the trifold leaflets are the ICFR bullets 
and arrows. No use at all sitting in the arsenal – only effective when 
fired at their targets.   

 ● You are the gunners and archers.    Get shooting.  Get firing.

Programme secretary Karen Holman

 ● Reported that 28 rallies were now on the 2018 calendar.  She 
thanked husband John for his help in revising and significantly 
updating the Guidance Notes for Rally Marshals. 

 ● She also announced an agreed scheme to air proposals for future 
rallies -  see details under Vice Pres Geoff’s detail below

membership secretary Derrick Sanders               

 ● Noted current membership as 786 – 37 losses since last AGM, and 
17 new recruits this year.  In virtually all cases, the losses are due 
to members no longer caravanning,

 ● Encouraged our newer members to take part of more rallies to 
establish their fellowship links.

 ● Advised that future releases of the monthly update Newsletter will 
include rally current vacancies. 

 ● Reminded members of the necessary need to display the blue/
white ICFR sticker on their unit when rallying.   He can supply 
replacements, and they are also available from the merchandise 
desk. 

 ● Reminder of the revised membership criteria – family members 
and alumni – please do promote.

international liaison Officer John Walgrove

 ● Hard copies of News and Views have been sent to addresses in 
France. 

 ● Nothing has come back from European emails that I have sent.    
I wished all abroad, Christmas and New Year greetings at the 
appropriate time.   I feel that either my emails are ‘falling on deaf 
ears’.

 ● Australia and New Zealand have been enjoying their Summer, so 
I suppose they have been away most of the time. I did send an 
email of commiseration, when New Zealand had their earthquakes.

 ● If any of our UK members are visiting abroad, and want ICFR contact, 
I will endeavour to help.

equipment & sales Roger Restell

 ● Sales items are available to browse and order over the weekend.

 ● President thanked Roger for the sales and merchandising activity, 
and support from Christine.

i.t. secretary David Shaw

 ● There have been a few minor changes to the website this year; I 
have added a couple of new buttons on the “Calendar” page, one 
is a link to a printable version of the calendar. 

 ● Colour coding the buttons to Green for information available, and 
Red for no information yet seems to have reduced the number of 
contacts asking “Why can’t I download the booking form?” 

 ● Rally booking officers could be more forthcoming with details of 
the number of vacancies!! 

 ● The second additional button a link to download a document 
with details of all rally vacancies and bookings on one page; this 
is updated when I am notified by rally booking officers.

 ● Notice board page gets little used - Please give me details of events 
or items for sale/wanted. 

 ●  A few people do use the contact page to send me messages which 
is by far the easiest way to get in touch. I can forward messages to 
all our committee members quite promptly .

Officers and executive Elected for 2018/19
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 ● President - Geoff Bell;      Vice-President - Bruce Wallace

 ● New committee members – Bruce Liddle;  Alan Martin;  Ted 
Walmsley.

 ● Paul Sharman’s tenure as committee member has drawn to a 
conclusion – President thanked Paul.

 ● Other Officers and Committee eligible for further terms were 
confirmed as:-  John Holman  Treasurer;   Derek Rogers  Sec’y;  
Derrick Sanders – Membership Sec’y;  Karen Holman – Programme 
Sec’y;  Editor   Colin Bradford;  John Walgrove – ILO.  Committee-– 
Ann Hackney;  Fran Allen;   Ivan Palmer. 

 ● President advised that Sales and Merchandising will no longer be a 
co-opted post – and thanked Roger Restell for his contributions to 
the EC.  We also welcomed Martin Williams as a co-opted member 
with responsibility for PR.  David Shaw to continue as co-opted 
member for IT.

 ● Trustees   -  Pres’t Geoff Bell,  Trea’r John Holman,  Sec’y Derek 
Rogers,  Prog Sec’y Karen Holman.

Vice-President Review of future plans

 ● There are many of you who relish the idea of visiting somewhere 
different, possibly centred upon a local festival, be it food, music, 
arts, transport, or a place that has not been the location of a rally 
for a good many years.  In this country or Europe is on our doorstep.  
Please let us know your ideas by submitting them to your Area 
Chairs or your Exec team and we will take a look and see if we can 
arrange such a rally.  Please give this your consideration very soon 
for our 2019 planning now!

 ● rally Planning tool  Developing  a 2-year look ahead planning 
tool. Will be on our website to allow prospective RMs to take a 
view of those rallies already in draft form, where they are, the dates 
proposed and who is running them.    Hence opportunity to add 
further rallies before or after the given dates thereby extending the 
visit to an area be it within the UK or overseas.  Any mismatches or 
overlaps could then be discussed by the RMs concerned and date 
adjustments made if possible.

 ● An “Offer to Run a Rally” form could then be submitted to the 
Programme Sec when the RM is able to do so.  The calendar will 
distinguish between prospective and approved rallies.

 ● The dates of the major rallies in 2019 can now be entered on 
the calendar as soon as webmaster can arrange.   If others have 
provisional ideas, then please submit them now.

 ● This planning tool is a great idea with no apparent down-sides so 
let’s see if we can make it work!

 ● The 2019 AGM is 16th to 21st May at the Mid-West Showground in 
Shrewsbury (Derrick Sanders and his team).  Next year’s Autumn 
Fellowship is provisionally planned for 22nd to 27th September 
at the Woodland Waters Holiday Park at Ancaster near Grantham 
(Terry Cooke and John Warrack).  

 ● rm teams Now is also the time for those of you who wish to 
either take on the rewarding task of organising and running a rally 
or joining such a team to assist and possibly learn how it’s done.  
Remember, without our Rally Marshals, Booking Officers and their 
assistants, there will be no rallies and without the rallies, there will 
be no fellowship.  And we cannot afford to let that happen!

 ● membership We also need to expand our membership and 
your Editor Colin together with Martin Williams have put in some 
excellent work to provide us with much-needed publicity.  

 ● summary So, let’s take another look at the vacancies still available 
on this year’s rallies because it would be great to spend some time 
with you in a field somewhere.

 ● A very big thank you to President Gwyn under whose passionate 
guidance we have enjoyed two excellent years of fun & fellowship.  
The 50th Anniversary rally to Nice, the most enjoyable Stratford 
AGM & Dinner and the Autumn Fellowship rally at Winsford were 
the highlights.  Well done Gwyn!

aoB items
Presidential expenses

 ● John Dickinson addressed the meeting to express his request 
for the meeting to show some form of compensation to cover 
Presidential expenses, and requested that the Exec reconsider this.

 ● Various members spoke – either to support John or to speak 
against the proposal.

 ● Provision of a reception and rally marshal gifts were a personal 
decision and cost to the President. 

 ● The rules already provided for reimbursement of reasonable 
expenses which might for example occur where a President 
attended a funeral of a member where they would not otherwise 
have done so or where they attended an Area event they would 
not otherwise have attended. 

 ● Attendance at rallies was its own reward for all our members. 

 ● The mood of the meeting was to recommend no changes to the 
current provisions and Rules.

Overseas rally Attendance.
 ● President advised that EC had agreed to remove the requirement 

for UK Rally attendance when applying for an Overseas Rally.  Peter 
Start confirmed his concern on this matter was now closed.

general Data Protection regulation (gDPr)
 ● Secretary explained that the upcoming regulations required 

ICFR to have a Privacy Policy- this has been agreed by the Exec.  
Will be added to the ICFR website, and circulated to all members 
shortly.   The Application Form for new members would be updated 
accordingly.

 ● Emphasised that no additional information was being requested, 
and that existing information would not be used in any new manner.    

nEWs & ViEWs

next issue
The closing date for copy and advertisements for the 
next issue is Friday 12th april 2019

Beware  -  Be wary!
The views expressed in the articles in News & Views are 
those of the contributors and do not necessarily coincide 
with those of ICFR or of the Editor.   If you are thinking of 
following any advice, instruction or suggestion in News & 
Views you should apply common sense and not attempt 
any action which could put you or others in danger.

ContaCt: 
All articles, enquiries and orders to...

Colin Bradford, ICFR Editor, 
  29 Swansfield Park Road,  
ALNWICK, Northumberland, NE66 1AT

t: 01 665 - 606 788  
M: 07 710 - 305 407  
E: icfr@northumbrian.info
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Approval of constitution changes. 
 ● Minor changes of a tidying up nature were explained.  These were 

approved.

 ●  4.1 ;   Various references:  Replace “Directory” with “Handbook”;   
Rule 2.3.  

honorary membership
 ● President explained an error in the award of Life Membership to 

Glenys and Peter Spencer, the long-time hosts of the Ashbourne 
Rally.   The intention was Honorary Membership.   Approved.

scottish Area
 ● Request from Scotland Area (via John Barker) for them to join with 

NE England Area due to dwindling numbers – to be called NE 
England & Scotland.  Exec have approved this change. 

ri convention 2019
 ● Ivan Palmer advised that he proposes to arrange a moot to 

Hamburg  – June  1–5. 

Vote of thanks
 ● IPP Gerard Turley gave the vote of thanks on behalf of the members 

for the work done on their behalf by the EC. In particular he 
mentioned the substantial work done by the Editor not only 
on News and Views but also the Trifold leaflet to publicise our 
Fellowship, also the excellent work done by the Secretary in guiding 
us through the requirements of GDPR. 

 ● Our President Gwyn Weallans has not had an easy term of office 
and he thanked him for appropriate way he had dealt with the 
difficulties. He looked forward to the term of VP Geoff whose skills 
in Bridge building would be most useful and incoming VO Bruce 
whose skill in negotiating would enable him to circumvent many 
difficulties. 

                                              

next Agm meeting 
 ● Friday, 18 May 2019, Shrewsbury  Showground

sitUations VaCant

Editor
Applications and nominations are invited from ICFR 
members wishing to be considered for the post of ICFR 
Editor which will become vacant in the summer of 2019.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for someone to take the 
lead in documenting, celebrating and publicising the 
activities of the Fellowship.

duties will include:

 ● Producing two copies 
of NEWS&VIEWS each 
year

 ● Selecting the 
least unflattering 
photographs of ICFR 
members and fellow 
officers for inclusion in 
the magazine.

 ● Organising Christmas 
greetings for inclusion 
in the magazine.

Essential qualities required are: 

 ● energy and enthusiasm;

 ● a sense of humour combined with a thick skin;

 ● owning your own computer.

attributes which may possibly be useful, but which 
are not considered essential, include: 

 ● owning your own camera...

 ● and your own dictionary;

 ● some experience of, or interest in, desktop 
publishing software such as MS Publisher or 
Adobe inDesign.  If not, initial training, advice and 
encouragement may be available, if required. 

A sound knowledge of English grammar would only be 
likely to lead to stress and frustration for the postholder.   
There is therefore no formal requirement in this regard.

Further enquiries about the nature of the post may be 
made to the current Editor.

Completed nomination forms should be submitted to 
the Secretary by the deadline of  Monday 18th March.

ContaCt: 
Nomination forms should be sent to...   
Derek Rogers, ICFR Secretary,  Kerina, Glebe Close, 
Frampton-on-Severn, GLOUCESTER, GL2 7EL

t: 01 452 - 740 883  
M: 07 786 - 743 746  
E: derekbrogers@btinternet.com
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thE agM rally Will inClUdE:

�� Dave Pinder-gibb  •  Superb at last year’s Autumn Fellowship

�� salvation Army Band  •  Leading the Sunday service

�� the Odd socks  •  Ceilidh band

�� severn river trip  •  On board the Sabrina

things to do:   PlaCEs to go:

�� the quarry Park  • 29 acre gardens • Once run by Percy Thrower

�� Attingham Park  • National Trust • A taste of Italy and Regency splendour

�� wales  • Llangollen • Welshpool • Offa’s Dyke 

�� ironbridge gorge   • Museums • World Heritage Site

Full details and booking form on iCFr website 
www.rotarianscaravanning.org.uk  

 thursday 16th May – Wednesday 22nd May

shrEWsBUry shoWgroUnd
the greenhous West Mid showground, Berwick road, shrewsbury, sy1 2PF

Put it in your diary. 
Get your place booked.

www.rotarianscaravanning.org.uk

