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What can you offer?
I am delighted to see that we have three first-time
rally marshals offering us new opportunities to enjoy
different locations in 2019. My sincere thanks go to you
all for stepping forward to support our programme and
our Fellowship.
Further to our excellent Autumn Fellowship meeting
at Malvern where a very respectable 73 units attended,
we now visit another new venue, the West Midlands
Showground at Shrewsbury for our AGM. Derrick &
Sheila Sanders and the West Midlands team have put
together a great programme for us to enjoy so let’s do
just that!
The East Midlands team, led by Terry & Carole Cooke,
have organised our Autumn Fellowship meeting at
another new location, Woodland Waters, Ancaster
situated close to the A1 near Grantham. The site is set
in 70 acres of woodland with grassland and lakes, a bar
& restaurant and chalets available for those no longer
touring.
The team have arranged a full programme of visits and
entertainment so let’s see if we can match or even beat
the numbers that made our 2018 Autumn Fellowship so
enjoyable. Please get booking!

News & Views  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
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Membership
If we are to enjoy many further years
of ICFR fellowship, we need to not only
attract new members but look after
the many members that we have.

Geoff Bell

In our continuing our drive to find
new members, I hope that you have
seen at least some of the advertising
that Martin Williams, our PR specialist,
and Colin Bradford, our Editor, have
spent many hours putting together. It
is without doubt our very best effort
in recent years to make potential
members aware of our existence.

Thank You
The AGM at Shrewsbury marks almost
the mid-point of my two-year tenure
and I should like to thank you all for
your support as rally organisers, rally
attendees, Area officers, supporters
of Area events and members of this
excellent Fellowship and, of course
your Executive Committee.
Happy camping everyone. Hope to see
you soon!
Geoff Bell

But what of our existing members?
At our 2018 Autumn Fellowship, your
Executive Committee considered the
position of Associate members and
non-Rotarian Full members, the latter
generally being partners of Rotarians.
Whilst some run our Areas and rallies,
Associates have no voting rights at our
major rallies and are not represented
on our Executive Committee. In
addition, neither they nor nonRotarian Full members can be Officers
of the Fellowship.

President

Secretary
Derek Rogers

Detailed below is the upcoming
Officer information for the 2019-2020
year, along with certain administrative
updates. Within the Areas, if your
local officers are changing as from
The Executive unanimously agreed
July 1, then it would be appreciated
that we should move as soon
Derek Rogers
if you would update both me and
as possible to a situation where
Membership
Secretary,
Derrick
all members are equal in their
Sanders. An important proposal for consideration at the
opportunity to vote and to hold Committee and Officer
AGM will, of course, be that relating to our Membership
positions. A formal proposal will be tabled for the AGM
categories – but I know that President Geoff Bell has
at Shrewsbury and you will have the chance to decide.
already covered this in his contribution in this issue.
This is your Fellowship.

2020 and Beyond
It is great to see that there are already ten rallies on the
2020 planner, including our AGM meeting at Frome and
Autumn Fellowship meeting at the Sussex Showground.
If you were hoping to put forward a rally proposal for
2019 but haven’t succeeded or if you wish to secure a
particular date for an annual fixture then why not, prior
to completing an Offer to Run a Rally form, email the
basic details to our Programme Secretary now and
further populate the 2020 Rally Calendar
If you wish to plan further ahead (an overseas rally
perhaps?), then the 2021 calendar is available there on
our website for you.
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Nominations for Officers for 2019-2020
~~ President .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
Geoff Bell
~~ Vice-President .  .  .  .  .  . Bruce Wallace
~~ Secretary .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . Derek Rogers
~~ Treasurer.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ted Walmsley
~~ Programme Secretary - To be elected.  Bruce Liddle
and Gwyn Weallans
~~ Membership Secretary .  .  .  . Derrick Sanders
~~ Editor .  .  .  .  .  . No nominations received.
~~ International Liaison.   .   .   .   .  Ivan Palmer
~~ Immediate Past President .   .   . Gwyn Weallans
Our Trustees for 2019-2020
~~ President .   .   .   .   .
~~ Secretary .   .   .   .   .
~~ Treasurer.  .  .  .  .
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Geoff Bell
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~~ Programme Secretary - To be elected.  Bruce Liddle
and Gwyn Weallans

Vice-President

I can confirm that, as required, the 2018-2019 Trustees
met with the Rallies Committee at the Autumn
Fellowship at Malvern on 14 September 2018.
The Executive Committee for 2019-2020
The following members are nominated as elected
members:
~~ Ann Hackney
~~ Bruce Liddle (dependent upon the election of
Programme Secretary)
~~ Alan Martin
~~ Mike Parkinson
~~ Richard Swainston
~~ Gerard Turley
Co-opted appointments - subject to confirmation at
Executive Meeting
~~ IT Secretary.  .  .  .  .  .  .
David Shaw
~~ Public Relations .   .   .   .   .  Martin Williams
Fellowship Administration.
●● Our insurances have been renewed with Saffron
Insurance (who have taken over our previous
insurers - Grove Insurance Services.)
●● ACCEO (Association of Caravan and Camping
Exempted Organisations) membership renewed.
●● Our Exemption Certificates for England, Scotland
and Wales remain in force.
●● The annual Fellowship Return has been submitted
to Rotary International as required.
●● Officer updates for the RI Fellowship Directory have
been submitted as required.
●● Thank you to those Areas who have submitted
reports of their local meetings to me. A request
please to the Area Secretaries to continue to copy
me as and when appropriate.
●● In pursuant of the General Data
Protection
Regulation
(EU)
2016/679 (GDPR), our Privacy Policy
is fully approved and available for
all to study on the ICFR website.
Routine follow-ups are made
with fellow officers, Area officers
and rally marshals; and also the
Membership Secretary has been
proactive in terms of reminding
members regarding the disposal of
old Handbooks etc.

Bruce Wallace
I have just returned from a meeting in London when the
escalator on the underground broke down. A lady was
complaining loudly so I tried to help and said: “Escalators
do not break down. They just turn into stairs!”
I also like the eBay advert “Parachute for sale. Only used
once. Never opened.”
Well, I am excited. A new season, the daffodils are
coming out in our garden and the new ICFR season is
underway. Rallies for 2019, 2020 and even 2021 are
now able to be seen. Do try to give your draft plans
in so others can try to add to your proposed rallies.
Remember they can just be in draft format: you do not
need to have all the details, just the proposed dates,
venue and who you are posting it.

AGM and Autumn fellowship
Derrick Sanders and John Walgrove with Paul and Jackie
Sharman have done a great job organising the AGM at
Shrewsbury in May. You should receive your copy of
this News & Views at about the same time.
President Geoff has done much work on opening up
opportunities for members who are not Rotarians and I
hope everyone will support his great idea. It’s one of the
resolutions at the AGM
Book now for a brand new site for our Autumn
fellowship at Ancaster (It’s in the middle of the country
if like me you did not get geography O level). Terry and
Carole Cooke are doing the organisation along with
David Pilgrim as the booking officer. Could you ask for
more? Hope to see you there.

Bruce Wallace

Derek Rogers
Secretary
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Rally attendance
The Executive thought you might
like to know in each area who had
attended rallies. I am suggesting
to the Executive to do a survey to
understand what they like and dislike
about rallies to see if we can make
them more appealing to the large
number of members who rarely if ever
rally. Gerard Turley is our expert here
and I will be sending the lists to each
Area chairman on my return from the
Netherlands so they will have it before
you read this.
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Your ideas.
We would welcome your ideas
for the Fellowship. Please do talk
to me or Geoff and share your
thoughts. We do really want to
ensure everyone has a voice and is
listened too. Let’s all try to make our
wonderful fellowship even better.

Derrick Sanders

Bruce Wallace
Vice-President

Membership
Derrick Sanders
At the time of preparing this report
we have 749 members which shows
a continuing but steady decline in
members. However, we continue
to attract new members which
are virtually all following personal
encouragement from existing
members.
I hope that you will all continue to
look for potential members and
that the current strong promotional
efforts being made will also bear
fruit so that this trend is halted.
Those leaving us invariably do
so because they no longer have
a caravan or motorhome and
therefore it is understandable that
they decide to leave.
Once again, at the turn of the year,
several members cancelled their
subscription rather than informing
me of their intention to leave the
fellowship.
This caused work
for our treasurer in reconciling
membership fees. If you wish to
leave the fellowship, please let me
know rather than just stopping the
payments of your subscription.
I frequently send out general
circulations using Mailchimp which
means that it is important to let
me know if you change your email
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address. Also let me know if you
want an extra email address added
to my list. Several couples have
copies sent to each of them.
It is disappointing that, having
sent
out
regular
monthly
updates to the last edition of the
Handbook (formerly Directory) and
occasionally other information i.e.,
“Sad News”, only just under 60%
of you open the emails. You never
know, there may be something of
interest to you in those messages
so please open them.
Finally, please let me know of any
changes to your address, telephone,
mobile, email or club, so that I can
keep our handbook information
accurate and circulate details in the
monthly update.

Derrick Sanders
Membership Secretary

Finance
John Holman
I am delighted to tell you that
my third and final annual report
is on a positive note. Against my
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expectations, we are showing a
surplus for the year, of £1,315, and
our accumulated funds at 31st
December were £22,796. When I
last spoke to you at the Autumn
Fellowship, I did not know that the
outcome for that major rally was to
be a surplus of £1,455. That arose
because some 73 units attended,
which was much higher than had
been expected. On the other hand,
last year’s AGM was only supported
by 52 units, which resulted in a
subsidy being required of £469.
As usual, there are other factors
at work which give a clue to our
financial trends for the future.
By far the biggest figure of our
income is from subscriptions. In
2018 we received 4.89% less than
the year before (which had been
down 5.6% in 2017). This year’s
total of subscriptions received to
date is 6.5% down on 2018. This is
a continuation of our downward
spiral, despite the ongoing
marketing efforts over the last year
or two.
Lower levels of income were seen
from Donations, Party Tent Hire,
Sale of Name Badges and Net
Profit on Merchandise.
But we
spent less on the production of the
handbook and programmes, less
on equipment and consumables
and less on Area expenses.
Although News & Views cost less
overall in 2018 than in the previous
year, and our Editor Colin Bradford
achieved a useful increase in
income from Christmas Greetings,
these savings were dwarfed by
the almost four-fold increase in
our Printing and Stationery costs
(clearly a reflection of our ongoing
marketing campaign) and a 57%
increase in postage costs due
largely to the current policy of
sending a copy of News & Views
to every member.
If last year’s
Autumn Fellowship had not posted
such a healthy financial surplus, our
ICFR finances would certainly be on
a downward spiral now.
I will remind members to make full
use of the Asset Register, which
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT	
Income
Subscriptions
Donations
News & Views Adverts
Rally Income
Party Tent Hire
Sale of Name Badges
Xmas Greetings - N&V
Bank Interest
Net Profit on Merchandise

2018
£4,180.00
£401.00
£0.00
£1,635.50
£166.00
£121.50
£690.00
£13.19
£42.17

2017
£4,395.00
£422.01
£0.00
£1,000.68
£192.00
£200.00
£540.00
£2.39
£61.92

Surplus/deficit for year

£7,249.36
£1,315.22

£6,814.00
£759.96

- for the year ending 31st December 2018
Expenditure
Directory & Programmes
ACCEO Subscription
News & Views
Insurances
Equipment
Consumables
Party Tent Items
Area Expenses
Printing & Stationery
50th Anniversary Goblets
Postage
Travel
Website
Major Rally Support
Depreciation

2018
£329.72
£145.00
£1,271.46
£260.76
£34.74
£275.70
£0.00
£70.98
£1,035.46
£0.00
£1,795.96
£29.00
£0.00
£469.00
£216.36
£5,934.14

2017
£572.19
£155.00
£1,317.22
£260.76
£50.58
£310.26
£4.99
£146.86
£213.27
£1,538.43
£1,138.49
£0.00
£29.99
£0.00
£316.00
£6,054.04

__________________________________________________________________________
BALANCE SHEET 			

- as at 31st December 2018

Tangible Assets

2018

Assets at Cost Value
Additions during the year

£9,075.27
£865.77

LESS Depreciation to 1st January 2017

£9,075.27
£216.36

2017
£9,075.27
£0.00

£9,941.04

£9,075.27
£8,759.27
£316.00

£9,291.63

£9,075.27

£649.41

£0.00

Current Assets
£2,205.00
£1,049.20
£476.10
£3,053.99
£15,025.41
£567.72

Debtors/Prepayments
Area Imprest Accounts
Stock of Merchandise
Bank Current Account
Bank Deposit Account
Merchandise Account

£1,045.00
£1,049.20
£252.82
£3,564.44
£15,012.22
£567.33
£22,377.42

£21,491.01

-£230.60

-£10.00

£22,796.23

£21,481.01

£21,481.01
£1,315.22
£22,796.23

£20,721.05
£759.96
£21,481.01

LESS Current liabilities
Creditors payable within one year

Total Value of Assets
Represented by:
Accumulated Fund as at 1st January 2017
Surplus/Deficit for Year

President 2018:

Treasurer 2018:

Geoff Bell: ………………………….

John Holman: ………………………….

Examiner's report to the members of ICFR:
I have examined the books and vouchers for ICFR for the year to 31st December 2018
and I certify that the accounts are in accordance therewith.

Hon Auditor 2018:
Michael Segon: ………………………….
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Date: …………2-2-19……………….
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says what ICFR property is being
held and by whom. It should be
particularly useful to rally marshals
who wish to borrow party tents
or ICFR banners. Please help my
successor to keep it up to date and
relevant by advising him of any
changes as they arise.

●● There is now only one map
with all the rally locations for each
year that you will be guided to
when you click on the location
button on each rally page.

John Holman

●● The notice board has been
changed to look like a notice
board, and the photo page has
been deleted. No one had sent
a picture to me for about three
years.
Pictures appear on our
Facebook page, thanks to Gerard
Turley.

This job would be much harder
but for the cooperation of rally
officers in sending in their
financial returns promptly, and for
the help from Area Treasurers with
their annual returns. My thanks
are also due to Michael Segon for
auditing our books again this year
- and for not raising any questions
on my efforts.

●● The officers’ page now has
glorious full colour images of your
excellent officers, some of which
may not be quite as flattering as
they might be. I can replace them
if you send me a more tasteful
picture.

As I pass the ICFR financial
responsibilities on to Ted
Walmsley, may I wish him every
success and thank all of you for all
your help over the last three years.
John Holman

●● There is now a Help page,
which I hope will help members
to get to grips with navigation and
features of our site.
Treasurer

I.T.
David Shaw
There have been some major
changes to the website this
year.
●● The Home page has been
completely changed to
encourage visitors to join
our fellowship.

●● Colour coding the buttons to Green for information
available, and Red for no information yet, seems to
be working now. I haven’t had a call about “Nothing
happens when I click on the button” for ages.
●● Rally booking officers have been more forthcoming
with details of the number of vacancies still available
on their rallies this year. It only takes a minute for
me to update the site so don’t feel that you are
burdening me if you want to update regularly.
●● A few people do use the Contact page to send me
messages which is by far the easiest way to get in
touch. I can forward messages to all our committee
members quite promptly.

David Shaw

●● The About Us page has
also been changed to
incorporate
text
and
graphics which closely
resemble
the
trifold
publicity leaflet created by
Colin Bradford.

Any suggestions as to how
we could improve the site are
always welcome and I would
like to thank all those who gave
me feedback and heads-up for
errors on the site.
David Shaw

IT Secretary

●● Calendars for 2020 and 2021
have been added to assist
our Programme Secretary
with forward planning.

NEWS & VIEWS
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International

Merchandising

John Walgrove

Roger Restell

I have been in contact recently with
two of our sister fellowships but,
in both cases because of very sad
circumstances.

We have had a steady flow of orders
throughout the year. The new van
and car stickers are now available
and will be on our stand at the AGM.

To Peter Blackman in New Zealand
I wrote saying: “The main purpose
of my email is to offer our sincere
sympathy over the tragic loss of
life during the terrorist attack in
Christchurch. The senseless killing is
mindless.
UK President Geoff and his wife
Maddy and all the members of ICFR
UK were truly horrified to see the
news reports of the dead and injured
after this attack. It is not a problem
that we associate with a peace loving
country such as New Zealand. You
are all in our thoughts.”
To Michel Châteauneuf in France I
wrote to say: “On behalf of ICFR UK
President Geoff and all the members
in the UK we offer deepest respect and
sympathy for the extensive damage
caused by the fire at your magnificent
Cathedral. It is truly a huge sad loss.
However, looking forward, we feel
sure that over time and determination
the great Church will rise again.”
John Walgrove
International Liaison

John Walgrove

The catalogues will have our usual
range of clothing with some of the
items showing the new ICFR logo.
We are at present looking into new
ranges which, hopefully, will be
added later in the year.
Roger & Christine Restell
Sales

Rally programme
Karen Holman
Twenty four rallies are being
organised for your enjoyment this
year – twenty at home and four
abroad. This is a reasonable number
considering the advancing ages of
our pool of willing rally marshals.
There is no need for me to go into
them in detail: you all have access
to the web site and will know
about current vacancies from our
Membership Secretary’s regular
updates. If any member does not
have internet access, I will gladly
send you the latest details.
Ideas for 2020 are also available on
our website and so far, ten rallies
have been proposed, two of which
are overseas.
The foreign ones
have been agreed by the Rallies
Committee and are now available
for booking in the usual way. The
UK ones, subject to receipt of an
Offer To Run A Rally form, will be
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considered and confirmed at the
Autumn Fellowship with bookings
opening in December.
Please
remember that for listings shown
in red as future proposals on the
website there is no guarantee that
they will run: they are simply the
airing of ideas and may help others
to plan rallies that link in.
A few minor amendments were
needed to the booklet “Guidance
Notes for Rally Marshals” and the
latest version, dated October 2018,
together with Rally Packs containing
a lot of valuable documentation, is
in the hands of the rally marshals
for all confirmed rallies. I would ask
that every rally marshal takes the
time to read this little publication
carefully at the outset of your
planning. Please feed back any
errors or omissions you find, so that
future Programme Secretaries can
help others to benefit from your
experience.
You will decide on the appointment
of my successor at the AGM and
I will give every assistance to
whoever it may be for a seamless
transfer. Please help with next
year’s planning by sending in
your Offer forms by the deadline
of 31st August so that you can be
presented with a good programme
for 2020 at the Autumn Fellowship.
Thank you for your help over the
last three years.
Karen Holman
Programme Secretary

Karen Holman
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June

UK Rallies - 2019
May

Spring in Oxfordshire

Uttoxeter Racecourse

Tues 7th - Sun 12th
Bletchingdon, Oxfordshire

Returning to Greenhill Farm Caravan & Leisure Park,
Bletchingdon. Close to the delights of Oxford, Blenheim
Palace and Bicester Village. The flat rally field has a rural
aspect with full toilet facilities, a shop and café on site,
and a fishing lake. There is the option to stay on the rally
field until the AGM on 16th May, some 2 hours away by
motorway.

RM: Richard & Dorothy Swainston
BO: Geoff Fewings

Max 20

May

Fri 10th - Thurs 16th
South Wales

Usk Valley

This peaceful, well run site is part of the beautiful South
Wales countryside between Usk and Abergavenny. It has
good full facilities. Relax or there’s lots to do: castles and
canal, shops (local in Abergavenny or 45 minutes away
in Cardiff ); or explore Roman, Welsh and mining history,
visit Big Pit (and go underground), a whisky distillery,
cider tasting, the Welsh Folk Museum, the Royal Mint, NT
Tredegar House or a Roman settlement. It is a pleasant
drive (just over 2 hours) to the AGM at Shrewsbury, mainly
along the picturesque A49.

RM/BO: Gerard & Christine Turley
ARM: John & Dot Edwards

Max 15

May

2019 AGM rally

Thurs 16th - Tues 21st
Shrewsbury, Shropshire

This is the first time ICFR has used the West Midland
Showground as a rally venue. The showground is alongside
the river Severn on the outskirts of Shrewsbury. This
site has EHU’s for all and basic showers and toilets. A full
programme will provide evening meals on four days and
plenty of entertainment. Shrewsbury is a market town
whose centre has a largely unspoilt mediaeval street plan
and over 660 listed buildings, including several examples
of timber framing from the 15th and 16th centuries. The
castle, abbey and former benedictine monastery were
founded between 1074 & 1083. It is the birthplace of
Charles Darwin and is where he spent 27 years of his life.
Shrewsbury is an attractive town, sitting in a large loop of
the river Severn, with very attractive shops and restaurants.
A river cruise and the opportunity to visit many attractions
in the area will make this a very special new venue for
ICFR.

Unlimited

RM: Derrick Sanders, BO: John Walgrove
ARM: Paul & Jackie Sharman
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14th - 20th
Uttoxeter, Staffordshire

Uttoxeter is an attractive small market town in Staffordshire,
very near to the beautiful historical city of Lichfield with its
ancient unique three-spired cathedral. The programme
will include a tour of the local Nelson’s Gin Distillery and
Gin School, a guided walking tour of Lichfield, an evening
with Uttoxeter Rotary Club and a day of racing. The Ascot
Garden Party Race day will take place on 19th June and will
provide us with a wonderful excuse to hold our own Ascotthemed garden party| For golfers, the racecourse has an
attractive 18 hole golf course. For fly fishermen, the 900
acre Blithfield reservoir is only ten minutes away and day
tickets are available. Because of race day, units will not be
allowed to leave the rally on Wednesday 19th June More
details in due course.

Max 15

RM/BO Malcolm Lockey

June

Thurs 20th - Wed 26th
Bowland Forest, Lancashire

Sunny Chipping

Brickhouse Caravan Site is in beautiful Lancashire hill
country close to Bowland Forest. The privately owned site
has all hardstandings, underfloor heating in the shower
block and a bowling green on site. Chipping has two pubs,
both with excellent food and there is a good cafe five
minutes walk from the site. There is a well stocked farm
shop and village store/Post Office with newspapers. Visit
Browsholme Hall and walk around Beacon Fell. Enjoy a
hog roast and entertainment in the village hall, with a final
night supper at a nearby hostelry with coach transport
included.

Max 21

RM: David & Jeanne Shaw

June/July

Wed 26th - Tues 2nd
Old Leak, Boston, Lincolnshire

We’ll Meet Again

Come and “Meet Us Again” at this excellent picturesque
lakeside site near Boston, Lincolnshire. There will be a
private visit to the World War 2 Home Front Museum and a
full programme of evening entertainment. Days are free to
visit the many nearby attractions.

Max 20

RM: Peter Pimperton
ARM/BO: David Smith

July

Thurs 4th - Tues 9th
Somerset

Henstridge “Boogie” rally

A rally on the North Dorset/Somerset borders, beside
the lake at Henstridge Golf & Leisure. All electric pitches,
excellent facilities with bar and restaurant on site.
Adjacent to Henstridge airfield, home to Tiger Moths and
Yak aerobatic teams. Guided tours of the airfield and
workshops, even flights, may be arranged. The historic
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towns of Shaftesbury and Sherborne and its ancient Abbey
are both only a few miles away. At nearby Sturminster
Newton it’s International Boogie Woogie weekend with
pianos scattered throughout the town for impromptu,
open-air concerts by international artists. A unique event
and brilliant atmosphere. Plus all the usual ICFR fellowship.
Members may stay on for a couple of nights before the
Frome rally on 11th July.

Max 15

RM: Martin Parrott

July

Thurs 11th - Wed 17th
West Woodlands, Somerset

Frome

Situated in beautiful Somerset near Longleat. Frome
Showfield has electric hook-ups but no showers/toilets.
Supermarkets are nearby for shopping. Bath is a bus ride
away (bring your bus pass). Visit Clarkes Village Outlet
Centre, Stourhead and other National Trust properties,
Hayes Motor Museum and Yeovilton Air museum. We plan
a Historic Frome town walk and a visit to former Shepton
Mallet Prison. The usual Frome hospitality will be in full
swing.

Max 18

RM: Philip Cary
ARM/BO: David Mack

August

43rd Ashbourne Rally

The beauty of the Peak District with many walks and
attractions are close by. However many times you visit,
there is always something else to see in the area. Ashbourne
Show is on Saturday 17th August 2019. No electrics.

Max 20

September

Capital of the Fens

July

Thurs 18th – Thurs 25th
High Kelling, Norfolk

This attractive site with a superb clubroom offers excellent
catering facilities (you will be fed). Close to the North
Norfolk coast, Cromer and Sheringham. Many local
attractions including the North Norfolk Steam Railway.
We shall visit the Cromer End of the Pier show. No electrics
(medical excepted).Battery charging available.

Max 18

RM: Michael & Barbara Segon

Max 18

September

July/August

Fri 26th - Fri 2nd
Blackford, Somerset

Out of this world fun for all the family with this year’s
Outer Space theme. Lots of activities for young and old:
swimming, sports, sandcastles, food and fellowship (to
name a few) in the beautiful surroundings of Sexey’s
School grounds. A special opportunity for you to enjoy
quality time with your grandchildren or children.

Max 25
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RM: Judy Maynard & Clive Little
ARM Gerard Turley

Thurs 12th - Tues 17th
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire

RM: Ivan Palmer
BO: Barbara Palmer

Tues 17th – Sunday 22nd
Corby, Northants

A pre-Autumn Fellowship rally on a family run site with
fully serviced pitches, farm shop, café and bar. Close to
Stamford, Peterborough, Oundle and Uppingham. Only 35
miles from the Autumn Fellowship site. Adults only.

Max 20

September

Comberton
Family Rally

RM: David Huxley
ARM: David Smith

A 15 acre caravan park with a luxury farm shop , in the
heart of the Fens, 18 miles from Peterborough and 5 miles
from Wisbech. We will have use of their rally field: grass
pitches with electric and water. Easy links with Bulwick and
Comberton rallies.

Bulwick
Holt Rugby Club

Fri 16th – Wed 21st
Ashbourne, Derbyshire

RM/BO: John & Margaret Warrack
ARM: Martin & Julie Williams

Tues 17th – Sunday 22nd
Cambridgeshire

Another pre-Autumn Fellowship rally. A belated return
to the site at Comberton which provides plenty of
opportunities to enjoy the pleasures of Cambridge, the
colleges, punting on the river, the Imperial War Museum
at Duxford (which itself could take a couple of days) and a
wonderful shopping area. Cambridge itself is well served
with Park & Ride fairly close at Madingley Road, or buses
can be used from Comberton village hall. An ideal place to
break your journey. Ideally situated at the top of the M11,
A428 and A14 junction. Only 70 miles from the Autumn
Fellowship at Ancaster. Come and join us.

Max 20

Summer 2019

RM: Gwyn Weallans
ARM: Eileen Weallans
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September

Autumn Fellowship

Sun 22nd – Fri 27th
Ancaster, Grantham, Lincolnshire

Foreign Rallies - 2019

The Autumn Fellowship will be held at Woodland Waters,
Ancaster, a convenient and centrally located site about
eight miles from the A1 just north of Grantham.
The site is new to ICFR and is set in 70 acres of woodland
with gently sloping grassland and lakes, with the caravan
park itself occupying about 20 acres. The site has a bar and
restaurant as well as a large function room. There are also
chalets to rent for those who are not now touring. There
will be a full programme with evening entertainment with
meals most evenings. Private visits to nearby Belton House
(NT) and RAF Cranwell will be arranged and a coach will be
available for a visit to Lincoln for the castle and cathedral.

Unlimited

RM/BO: Terry & Carole Cooke
ARM: David Pilgrim

May/June

Rotary Int’l Convention Moot

This is an informal rally to coincide with the Rotary
International Convention, Hamburg 2019, for registered
delegates. It may include evening events for those not
attending official functions, e.g. hospitality, BBQ or an
evening meal at a local restaurant.

RM: Ivan Palmer

Max 20

August/September

Return to Valley of Kings

October

Autumn Tints

Thurs 10th – Tues 15th
Windermere, Lake District

A new team has been put together to resurrect this popular
rally. There will be lots of fellowship in wonderful colourful
surroundings. We are looking forward to welcoming past
attenders and new faces.

Max 25

RM: Peter & Liz Downham
ARM/BO Chris Wood

Oct/November

Thurs 31st - Wed 6th
Ashford, Kent

Garden of England

We shall stay on 5***** Best of British park in the heart
of the Kent countryside near Ashford which offers the
advantage of a comfortable heated function room to
accommodate our social gatherings. The location is ideal
for visiting Canterbury, Faversham, Tenterden, Hythe, Rye,
Dover & other areas of the Kent coast. There are several
English Heritage and National Trust properties to visit.
With Ashford International Station and the Eurostar just
ten minutes away and Lille an hour’s travel from there, why
not join us for lunch in France?

Max 15

December

RM: Geoff & Maddy Bell
ARM/BO Paula Howard

Barney’s Christmas Spectacular

4th - 10th
Fakenham, Norfolk

At the excellent Brick Kilns Caravan Park, Fakenham,
Norfolk, with full electrics, hard standings and toilet/
shower blocks. A full evening programme will include a
visit to the Cromer Pier Christmas show.

Max 12
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Thurs 30th – Thurs 6th
Hamburg, Germany

Tues 27th – Sunday 8th
Loire Region, France

This 12 day rally will be based at popular Le Moulin
Fort campsite, nestling on the River Cher at the heart
of the Loire region of central France, just upriver from
Chenonceau’s stunning château. As with the previous
rally at this location, the opportunities for outings will offer
something for all tastes.
The campsite itself is run by English owners and is perfectly
positioned to allow extensive exploring of the Loire valley
châteaux and countryside, while having all the amenities
to allow all the usual rally excursions, activities, fun and
frivolities.

RM: Stewart Gilbert

Max 16

August/September

Vannes, Saumur and Bayeux

Fri 30th - Sat 14th
France

A travel through time! A story of invaders and invasion!
Journey from the 5,000 year old standing stones at Carnac
to the beaches of the D Day Landings. Begin on the Gulf
of Morbihan then sparkling Saumur, finally William the
Conqueror’s homeland. Visit the 15C walled town of
Vannes; sojourn in the Loire Valley - a place so English that
it houses the tombs of two Kings and a Queen of England.
Visit stunning gardens and amazing châteaux. Taste the
abundant wine. Wonder at how Bayeux survived WWII.
Three carefully chosen sites, two within easy walking
distance of their town centres. Another on a picturesque
bay. The start and finish within easy striking distance of
channel ports of St Malo, Cherbourg or Caen. Twin axles
and dogs welcome. Fun and fellowship guaranteed:

Max 12

RM: Arthur & Maggie Ambrose

RM: Mike & Barbara Segon
ARM: Bruce & Pat Wallace
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Rally Reports

Fakenham	
6th-11th
Not the Thursford Christmas Spectacular rally December
Did we miss our annual visit to Thursford[1]?
Not one bit!
As usual, Mike and Barbara Segon put on an excellent
rally at the five-star Old Brick Kilns site at Barney, near
Fakenham in Norfolk. Numbers were lower than
usual and this was due in part, sadly, to last minute illhealth cancellations . However, it was definitely a case
of quality over quantity, as we had ample opportunity
to meet new friends, and to get to know others even
better. The clubroom was an excellent base for
morning coffee and evening activities. You never go
hungry when Barbara is catering, while Mike put a
smile on everyone’s face with his endless tall tales.
The highlight of the rally was the Cromer Pier
Christmas Show, a lively and colourful mix of music,
magic, dance and comedy. There was even a guest
appearance by our very own President’s lady! A treat
before we left was the pre-show buffet served in the
site restaurant.
[1] For those who don’t understand the reference to Thursford,
Mike Segon has, for the last 2 ½ centuries, organised rallies
in Norfolk to coincide with the annual Thursford Christmas
Spectacular (www.thursford.com/). This year he has
organised the rally but missed out the usual mass booking for
the Thursford Christmas show, replacing it with a visit to the
Cromer Pier’s Christmas show.
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Maybe less ‘polished’ but great fun was our own
entertainment evening, of music, verse and drama
to which all rallyers contributed an act of some
description.
On free days, there were opportunities to visit
Thursford for Christmas shopping, to soak up the
atmosphere of their massive auditorium before the
audience arrived, or to explore local towns or stately
homes, not forgetting local farm shops and coffee
shops.
On Sunday, we headed off to a local pub where we
enjoyed a roast lunch which was arguably the best
value in Norfolk. On returning to the site there was
time for more informal hospitality followed by an
evening of games and fellowship in the clubroom.
All too soon the rally dinner was upon us, served in
the restaurant on site which felt very Christmassy.
Next morning, we set off home, to continue our own
preparations for the festive season, having enjoyed a
relaxing and enjoyable rally.
Thanks, Mike & Barbara, for a great rally, and for your
enthusiasm to do it all again in 2019.
Pauline Brown

Summer 2019
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The image at the top of this page is based on
a view through the trees at the Skelwith Fold rally.
NEWS & VIEWS

Ambleside

Skelwith Fold

20th - 26th
March

It’s March and it’s time for the first rally in ICFR’s 2019 rally
calendar. Where? At Skelwith Fold[2] in the Lake District
of course. Two years ago in 2017 it never stopped raining
during this rally: there was considerable flooding in the
surrounding areas, although none on this well-drained
hillside site. In 2018 the “Beast from the East” brought
considerable amounts of snow. So, what was in store
for nineteen caravans and motorhomes in 2019? Well,
other than one day being wettish and some isolated
showers, mostly during the hours of darkness, the week
was for the Lake District relatively dry and the sun made
an appearance on a good number of the days. ICFR
members, having found the sun-chairs, were even to
be seen sat out soaking up the rays with a cool glass of
wine or G & T.
Brenda and I are relative newbies to ICFR and this was
only our second Skelwith rally: Skelwith had been our
very first ICFR rally and will always be very special. Yet
once again we were made so very welcome and soon
fitted into the ICFR friendship and fellowship.
Our week commenced on Wednesday with the welcome
meeting in the site meeting room. We were to be given
all the lowdown on the week’s programme followed
by a very sociable session of musical chairs hospitality,
catching up with old friends and making new ones.
Thursday brought a free day and reasonable weather
to explore some of what the Lake District has to offer.
With some good weather a good day was had by all.
That evening, Ted and Ann Walmsley, ably assisted by
John & Margaret Warrack, had managed to arrange an
absolutely fascinating talk by the curator of the local
Dove Cottage, who very passionately spoke about the
life and works of Wordsworth and the renovation of
Dove Cottage development.

& Views editor Colin was to brief us on the Executive’s
proposals to market our organisation, together with
details of a number of plastic display stands and posters
for distribution. We are all used to Colin entertaining
us musically but on this occasion he showed us the
extent of his comedy talents and made what could have
been a rather dull presentation absolutely hilarious. We
certainly all got the message.
On Saturday, our walk organisers Terry Higgins & Sylvia
Prestwich took pity on us and led a short walk along the

Skelwith wildlife
Pictured below is one of the local Skelwith residents
keeping a very close eye on the ICFR caravanners.
The Skelwith Fold Caravan Park has been in the
national newspapers recently because of their
plans to plant large areas of new Scots pines, the
favoured habitat of the pine marten. Pine martens
are being encouraged to move south from
Scotland into Northumberland and Cumbria to
help with grey squirrel control. Apparently, while
pine martens rarely prey on red squirrels because
the reds are so light they can retreat to the ends of
very thin branches, the heavier greys do not have
the same escape option. Simples!

The next day brought us probably the dullest and
dampest day of the week. Typical, as it was the boat trip
down Lake Coniston and then an organised walk back to
where we had left our cars. Everybody tried to squeeze
into the cruiser’s cabin but not everyone was lucky. Five
intrepid members braved the outside seating together
with the sharp breeze and waves breaking over the
bow. As the photograph below shows.
On Friday we all collected in the site meeting room
for an evening of Italian pizza and wine - with copious
amounts of both. Those ICFR members who were
currently following the Slimming World healthy eating
plan were noted to eat far more slices of pizza than those
not on the Plan and then tried to claim that they were
“Sin free”. It had been planned that our illustrious News
[2] Remember that Skelwith is like Alnwick and Berwick. The “w” is
silent.
NEWS & VIEWS
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banks of the beautiful Rydal Water up to Grasmere. And
the sun shone - and the sun shone.
As we returned to the cars, Sylvia Prestwich found
Colin Bradford indulging himself in what looks like the
Northumbrian version of Tai Chi[3].

OPPOSITE: Some happy (and dry) walkers on the
shores of Coniston Water.

The photograph ABOVE neatly captures the moment
when the photographer in the top-right-hand corner
takes the photograph BELOW of an entranced Alec
Swailes.

Saturday evening brought our rally marshal’s worst
nightmare. While some of us were enjoying early
evening caravan hospitality and drinks, Ted was chasing
down the caretaker of the Brathay Church Hall, the
venue for our evening function. The hall was locked
and no church official could be contacted. Ted was seen
a number of times leaving and then arriving back at the
site, driving at a speed well in excess of the site speed
limit which, can you believe, was 8½ mph! However,
Ted came good - a key was located and the outside
caterer, Nick’s Kitchen, gained access.
A superb evening followed with wonderful food and
entertainment by the Tenor Ladies from Warrington,
three women who sang all those oldies we can all
remember, with plenty of audience singing, and even
dancing in some cases. The song “Teenager in Love”
became “Old Age Pensioner in Love!”

Audience participation was encouraged as percussion
instruments were handed around: John Richardson
(below) proved to have special talents for rhythmical
dexterity and inappropriate headgear.
Sunday lunch was at a new venue this year. The Skelwith
Bridge Hotel were wonderful hosts and served a superb

[3] Or maybe he was just reminiscing about being a small boy
playing in a puddle?
Page 14
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John Hackney

Chris Quinlan

Sylvia Prestwich (feigning shyness)

Geoff Bell

Winifred Hatherall

Ian Glenny

Maddy Belll

Ann Hackney

Dorothy Glenny

Brenda & Dave Campbell

Anne Swailes

Marilyn Boudier
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OPPOSITE: The walk down from Skelwith Fold to
Skelwith Bridge was full of anticipation for the meal to
follow, but also full of wonder at the magnificent and
colourful displays of fungus (top row), liverwort (2nd
row )and moss (3rd & 4th rows) that we passed by.
We’ve all heard of tropical rainforests, but did
you know that there are temperate rainforests?
Among the best examples of these are the “Atlantic
Woodlands” - this is the name for the wooded areas
on the west coasts of Britain and Ireland which are
warmed and moistened by the Gulf Stream. It is that
environment which creates the life you see in these
images.

to the late arrival of our President Geoff and his wife
Maddy for the first taxi, all Ted’s well-laid plans went a
bit haywire, but eventually we all arrived in good time.
After a lovely meal in good company we returned to
site by taxi. This was a notable journey for Margaret
Bradshaw who pulled the short straw for the back seat
of the 6-seater taxi along your correspondent’s wife,
Brenda. Margaret found herself in a very cramped,
unladylike and compromising position - with the rest
of the taxi passengers in uncontrolled laughter for the
whole journey.

ABOVE: Top of the hill - looking forward to lunch

BELOW: Bottom of the hill - Skelwith Bridge Hotel

Tuesday saw us all preparing for home and, due to the
good weather, awnings were packed up dry. This must
be a first for Skelwith Fold. Surely?

meal. A number of us even walked off the excesses of
lunch on an uphill stroll back to the site.
Our last full day brought the traditional morning
coffee and biscuits event, this year at a new venue, the
renowned Daffodil Hotel & Spa at Grasmere. The free
time which followed attracted a number of us to the
well-known Lakeland household shop in Windermere,
which always seems to prove rather hard on my credit
card.
Monday night was the final dinner at the Salutation Hotel
in Ambleside. Ted
had
arranged
a fleet of three
taxis to transport
us both there
and back with
a very carefully
compiled rota of
who was to be in
each of the sixDave Campbell
seater taxis. Due
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Wow! What a week, exceptionally good company, some
fantastic hospitality around the vans and some good
weather. Huge thanks for yet again a superb rally must
go to rally marshals, Ted and Ann Walmsley together
with assistants John and Margaret Warrack, who hosted
us every morning for tea, coffee and wonderful cakes
and biscuits.
We all look forward to returning in 2020.
Dave Campbell
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Netherlands

Double Dutch - Bridges & Blooms

1st – 15th
April

The Marshals
After reading through the 40 pages of the illustrated
rally programme sent out by Sylvia Prestwich (& Terry
Higgins) going on the rally almost seemed unnecessary.
However, having all the destination addresses and GPS
co-ordinates did prove very useful, so well done to both
of you.
Our assistant rally marshals, Arthur & Maggie Ambrose,
were very inventive. They provided quizzes to test us
and invented an ingenious game called ‘Klomping’ (clog
chucking in English!) to challenge us. You can find the
rules for this game elsewhere in this issue on page 29.

Kinderdijk

the Oosterbeek cemetery, the Netherlands Open Air
Museum of 19th century life, the Netherlands water
museum and the old fortified city of Doesburg.

Arnhem
For Jeanne and me, whenever we are travelling in Europe
it seems to be the norm that the journey is flawless, until
we are almost at our destination when the dreaded road
closure and diversion signs pop up out of nowhere.
In this case we were only two kilometres from the
campsite and then had to take a further fifty kilometres
of diversions through beautifully wooded countryside
before we eventually arrived at Vakantiepark, Arnhem.

On the 4th of April we travelled by coach to the bridge
at Nijmegen where Martin Carter had arranged for
us to march across the bridge at sunset[5]. This was a
very moving experience as, led by Martin Carter, Terry
Higgins and Gwyn Weallans (all ex-servicemen), we
marched at slow march pace across the modern bridge,
paced by the street light switching on in succession
until we reach the other shore.

For the last few kilometres we were guided in by
pathfinders Karen and John. The Vakantiepark is a nice
site with undefined pitches and most of the wagons
were already in a circle when we arrived.
We had visits to the John Frost Bridge[4] and to the
“Airborne at the Bridge” war museum, site of the
disastrous failed attempt to seize the bridges from
the occupying forces. Other places of interest were
[4] John Frost Bridge (John Frostbrug in Dutch) is the road bridge
over the Lower Rhine at Arnhem, in the Netherlands. The bridge
is named after Major-General John Dutton Frost (1912–1993),
who commanded the British forces that reached and defended
the bridge during the Battle of Arnhem in September 1944. The
bridge was featured in the 1977 film “A Bridge Too Far”, although
a different bridge was used for the film.
Page 18

[5] The Sunset March is a daily tribute organised by the Dutch, to
the allied soldiers (48 Americans) who, in WW2, lost their lives
crossing the river at this point.
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members had difficulty extracting himself and toppled
over - with the disastrous consequences of a broken
left arm and a dislocated shoulder. He returned from
hospital with a sling matching that of his wife who had
broken her left wrist just before leaving for the rally. It’s
always handy to have Michael Segon on your rally for
rapid first aid.
We visited Utrecht, Gouda (the G is pronounced very
gutturally we discovered. Imagine pronouncing it
wrongly all those years) and the Waterline Museum at
Fort bij Vechten near Utrecht

Noordwijk
On then to Noordwijk and to a compact site, Camping
De Carlton. Cars weren’t allowed on pitches and had to
be left beyond the gates on the site carpark. Garden
centre trolleys were provided to lug your shopping etc.
from car to van. The highlight was the flower festival
with about fifty decorated floats, cars and wagons. The
preparation of the floats could be viewed in the days
before the parade, and during the afternoon before the
floodlit night parade complete with several marching
bands and majorettes. Much drinking and dancing
occurred later in town but, needless to say, we were in
bed by then.

ABOVE: A typical Dutch street scene in Utrecht.
The Dutch do love their bikes.

From here we visited the famous gardens of Keukenhof,
with millions of bulbs planted by more than a hundred
competing producers. We also visited a bulb grower
who explained how it could take up to 25 years to bring
a new variety to market.

Beesd
Aided once again by flawless
directions from our leaders we
all arrived safely at our second
stop in Beesd, a large site with a
boating/cable skiing lake. We all
had lakeside pitches except for
the dog-owners and yours truly
with an oversized van too long
for the lakeside pitches. From this
site we all drove to the Kinderdijk
UNESCO World Heritage site where
we had a film show of the water
pumping and land reclamation
history of Holland, a short boat
trip around the canals and a visit
to a working windmill. Most of
the windmills are still occupied by
millers today.

BELOW: This bike spotted in The Hague tickled Terry Higgins’ fancy.
Could it be someting to do with the name?

Incident number one: whilst
posing for a picture at the windmill
in a giant pair of clogs, one of our
NEWS & VIEWS
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Just add a bunk-bed and it could be a caravan!
Noordwijk Flower Parade
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Leeuwarden

GRONINGEN
Groningen

FRIESLAND

Assen

DRENTHE
NOORD
HOLLAND
Lelystad
Haarlem

Amsterdam

Zwolle

FLEVO
LAND

OVERIJSSEL

Noordwijk
's Gravenhage
(Den Haag)

UTRECHT
ZUID
HOLLAND
Rotterdam

Middelburg

ZEELAND

Utrecht

GELDERLAND
Arnhem

Beesd

's Hertogenbosch
(Den Bosch)

NOORD BRABANT

LIMBURG

Maastricht

The world’s largest flower market is
the Royal FloraHolland at Aalsmeer,
which we visited en masse. This is
an unbelievably massive market
where buyers bid in Dutch auction
style where the price starts high
and descends rapidly. Bidders press
a button when they think the price
is right, but they could be a fraction
of a second too late and the flowers
will have been sold to someone
else. If the minimum price isn’t met
the flowers are destroyed, a rather
Draconian quality-control system.

Michael Segon came to the rescue
once again to patch up the bruised
skin and attempt repairs to ego.

Noordwijk was a convenient
location for rallyers to visit Haarlem,
Delft, Leiden, The Hague and
Amsterdam.

Hospitality is what ICFR is all about
and this rally had it in spades. Well
done, Terry and Sylvia. Another
spectacular rally.

Incident number two: on the
morning of the last day, one of our
members who shall be nameless,
was taking his dog for a walk and
tumbled rather badly, removing
skin from nose, hands and knees as
well as part of a tooth.

David Shaw
Great Harwood, Blackburn
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Each evening on the rally, two
units were charged with supplying
drinks and nibbles for the rallyers
for the 6pm to 7pm Happy Hour
when we could swap stories of our
day’s adventures. Most of these
were alfresco affairs except for
two evenings at Beesd when the
campsite allowed us the use of one
of their vacant chalets.
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Why on earth do we call
this country “Holland” when
they call it the Nederlands/
Netherlands?
The Netherlands are divided
into twelve provinces and the
two main cities of the country
are in provinces called Holland.
Amsterdam is in the province of
North Holland and Rotterdam
is in South Holland. So, if you
were travelling to and from this
country you could accurately
say you were going to and from
Holland, rather than to and
from the Netherlands or the
Low Countries. It’s a bit like
foreigners planning a visit to
“England”, even when it includes
a day-trip to Edinburgh.
The rally sites at Arnhem and
Beesd are in the Province of
Gelderland, while Noordwijk is
in Zuid (South) Holland.

Why on earth do we call
them “Dutch” when they think
of themselves as Nederlanders?
Well, with that well-known
British flair for languages and
our ever-courteous respect
for other people’s cultural
sensitivities, we totally failed
(or couldn’t be bothered) to
distinguish between the people
living around the mouth of the
Rhine and another nation living
somewhat further upstream
on that great river. You know:
the ones that the French call
“Les Allemands”, that we call
“The Germans” while they call
themselves “Deutsch”. All very
confusing, eh? But I suspect it’s
far too late for us to start calling
the Germans the “Dutch” and
the Dutch the “Netherlanders”.
Still, it’s just very good of the
Netherlanders to put up with
our annoying use of “Holland”
and “Dutch”.
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ICFR Nederlands
Thanks to the sterling efforts of ARMs Arthur
& Maggie Ambrose, we were able to entertain
members of ICFR Nederlands at our Beesd site.
The Dutch ICFR President, Theo Grootjen and his
wife Aly, along with Cor Gerssen-Bloema and his
wife Giny, travelled for an hour to join us for a
traditional afternoon tea on Sunday 7th April.
Our tables were positioned between our
caravans and the lake, an excellent setting with
perfect weather (See right).
Under the supervision of Maggie Ambrose they
were served a traditional English afternoon tea
of sandwiches (with the crusts off!), scones with
clotted cream and jam, followed by delightful
home-made cakes; all washed down with cups
of English tea, of course!
The Dutch president thanked us for our
hospitality and presented seventeen packets
of very special local cheese, a delightful gift for
each of us to enjoy.

President Geoff responded with kind words in
English. He then read out his carefully prepared
(and phonetically learnt) script in Dutch, passing
on our greetings – very much appreciated by our
guests.
Banners were exchanged. It was a very successful
and enjoyable visit.
Relations between the
Dutch ICFR and us are as strong as ever.
Sylvia Prestwich

BELOW: President Geoff Bell, President Theo Grootjen, Vice-President Bruce Wallace
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Rally Games

This is (perhaps the start of?) a collection of games, with
brief rules, for various games which might be useful for ICFR
rallies, whether that be games for 4-6 people in a caravan or
larger outdoor affairs which might involve almost everyone
on a rally. These central eight pages (two sheets) are
designed so that they can, if you are careful, be teased out
from the staples ands kept in your caravan.

grandmothers while they watched their grandchildren as
you can leave it and return without losing your place.
Diminishing Whist was first seen by me at the Banham AGM
with about a dozen tables with four players on each. It’s an
excellent game for mixing everyone up. A combined rulesheet/score-sheet is overleaf.

Indoor
●● Diminishing Whist

Not recommended?

●● Kalooki

Monopoly is definitely not
recommended for the confined
space of a caravan. It’s all too
easy to fall out, especially with close
friends and family members who soon
turn into bitter enemies.

●● Cooked Ice
●● Dominos

OUTDOOR
●● Boules

You can buy themed sets of Monopoly where
the traditional locations in London are changed to
suit other towns (e.g. Tyneside) or themes (Horrible
Histories or Fortnite).

●● Klomping
●● Smite
The card game Kalooki, a
favourite of Richard
& Dot Swainston and David & Jane Mack, was
introduced to them by David and Ezra Pierson.
It is a simple game you can play without paying too much
attention[1]. The game was reputedly played by Jewish
[1] A lack of attention is certainly not advisable if you are in the company
of the Swainstons or the Macks.

ICFR

R a l l y

I’m intrigued by the Game of Thrones themed Monopoly set
which the box says is “Adult/18+”! It makes you wonder
what can be involved? Could this be suitable for the refined
tastes of ICFR members?
Colin Bradford

Gam e s
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Your Name:

ū

Diminishing Whist

Before you start:
1.

You will need a table and pack of cards for
each group of four, and a chair and pen or
pencil for each player

2.

Organise into tables of four players.

3.

Players play as individuals, not as pairs.

4.

Remove the jokers from each pack.

1

2

3

4

5

6

CarDS
to be
dealt

Trumps

GueSS
No. of
tricks

TrICKS
won

BoNuS
points?
(10)

SCore

13
12
11

Before each hand:
5.

Cut the cards to decide who is dealer.

6.

The dealer deals 13 cards each for the first
hand.

10

7.

NB: The number of cards dealt reduces by
one for each succeeding hand.

9

8.

AFTER dealing but BEFORE playing, enter in
Column 3 your estimate of the number of
tricks you aim to win.

8
7

After each hand:
9.

Write the ACTUAL number of tricks won in
Column 4.

10.

If you equalled your target of tricks, add 10
bonus points in Column 5.

11.

Write your total score for that hand in
Column 6.

12.

The HIGHEST scorer in each hand then moves
to the next table in a CLOCkWISE direction.

4

13.

The LOWEST scorer moves to the next table
in an ANTI- CLOCkWISE direction.

3

14.

Equal scorers cut cards to decide.

15.

Any players with reduced mobility remain
where they are and two of the other players
move.

At the end:
16.

No
trumps

6
5
No
trumps

2
1

The highest total score wins!

tOtAL sCORE

Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/dimwhist.pdf
Page 2 4 - N & V- S u m m er- 2019
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KalooKi
• with thanks to Richard Swainston •

Game
● Two packs of cards (complete with jokers) if
playing with up to four players, or...

● Call: When a card has been discarded by a player
(player #1) then, immediately at that point - and
before the next-in-line player (#2) has picked up a
card, players #3 and #4 can “call” for the discard if
they want it for their hand – but only if they have
not already gone down.

● Three packs of cards if up to six are playing.

● Player #2 (whose turn it is) can now either:

Kalooki is a card game suitable for 4-6 players. You willl
need :

The game consists of a series of rounds with increasingly
demanding requirements in each round. The object is
to get rid of all your cards by making them part of “sets”
or “runs” which are displayed (face-up) on the table.

a) Allow the call – in which case the first to call wins
it, or…
b) Pick up the discard him/herself ((irrespective
of whether he/she has already gone down),
effectively refusing the call.

● Sets: are THRee or more cards of the same face
or value, irrespective of suit, e.g. 3 x Sevens, 3 x
Eights, 3 x Kings.

● If the call is allowed, the successful “caller” has to pick
up two cards – the called discard and also one from
the pack.

● Runs: are FoUR or more consecutive cards in
the same suit, e.g. the Seven, Eight, Nine & Ten
of spades. If more than two runs are needed in a
round, the runs must be in different suits.

● Each player can “call” a maximum of three times in
a game. That means that the maximum number of
cards in a player’s hand could be 18 (=12+2+2+2).

RoUnDS

STaRT
● The cards are shuffled and 12 cards are dealt to each
player.
● The remaining cards are placed face-DOWN in a pile
(the deck) at one side of the table. A second pile of
face-UP cards (the discard pile) will shortly be created
near the face-down pile.

● The first player to get rid of all their cards wins the
round and scores zero points.
● The other players record their scores, counting the
remaining cards in their hands at face value or:
ū 10 points for each picture card;
ū 20 points for an ace;
ū 50 points for a joker.
● The requirements for going down are:

Play
● Pick-up: Going in turn clockwise from the dealer,
each player take one card from the top of either
the deck or the discard pile.
● Go Down: At this point, if they can meet the
minimum requirements for that round, they can
“go down” by placing the sets or runs face-up on
the table in front of them.
● add: NB: Once they have “gone down” players can
use their turns in later rounds to add cards to their
own or another player’s runs or sets.
● Discard: Finally, they must then discard one card
onto the discard pile. This can be either the card
they have just picked up or any one of the other
cards in their hand.

RoUnD

Cards

SETS of 3

RUNS of 4

Round 1: 6 cards

=

Two

-

Round 2: 7 cards

=

One

One

Round 3: 8 cards

=

-

Two

Round 4: 9 cards

=

Three

-

Round 5: 10 cards

=

Two

One

Round 6: 11 cards

=

One

Two

Round 7: 12 cards

=

-

Three

FiniSH
● After the seventh round the winner is the player with
the lowest total score.
Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/kalooki.pdf

ICFR

R a l l y

Gam e s

N&V-Summer-201 9 - Pag e 2 5

cookED icE
• with thanks to Alan Cooke •

Cooked Ice is is a very good game for four or more people
sitting comfortably in a caravan.
It is lots of fun and features an engaging mixture of:

● Pure chance - the throwing of the dice;
● Decision-making - deciding whether or not to
re-throw (a.k.a. gambling);
● Exultation and joy - when somebody else
goes bust and loses a good score;
● Frustration - when somebody else gets lucky.

GamE
You will need:
● six dice;

he may decide to set aside the 3 x 6 (600 points)
and include the 5 (only 50 points) in the dice to
be rethrown.
ū NB 1: If there are two dice showing 5 (2 x 5 =
100), one of these can be turned over to show
a 1 (= 100) with the second 5 being included in
the next re-throw.
● The player can continue re-throwing until either he
decides to stick with his cumulative score, or he goes
“bust”, in which case the player receives no score for
that round even if he has scored in earlier throws.
● If, in one or more throws, a player successfully scores
with all six dice he is allowed to start throwing again
with all six dice for an even higher cumulative score.
ū NB2: Going bust with the second six dice
jeopardises the cumulative score from all
twelve dice.

● perhaps four to eight players;
● one player to act as scorer –
who will need paper and pencil; and...

FiniSh

● a tray with raised edges is useful - to stop dice falling
on the floor!

ScorES

Start

● All players throw the dice and the person with the
highest double starts the first round.
● At the end of each round the player with the highest
score is the first to throw in the next round. It’s the
scorer’s job to keep track of this as well as the overall
scores.

Play

● Each player in turn throws all six dice.
● If there are no scoring dice in a throw, the player is
“bust” and the dice pass to the next player.
● If there are scoring dice in a throw, they are set to one
side with the scoring faces upwards.
ū The player can then decide whether to accept
that score or to throw again with the unscoring
dice.
ū The player may choose not to set all his scoring
dice aside. As long as at least one scoring
combination is set aside, he can decide to
include some low-scoring dice in the re-throw.
For example, with scoring dice of 6, 6, 6 and 5
Page 2 6 - N & V- S u m m er- 2019

● There are five rounds in a game and the winner is the
person with the highest total score.

R a l l y

The following points can be scored:
SingleS

● 1@5

scores 50 points

● 1@1

scores 100 points

THReeS

● 3@2

score

200 points

● 3@3

score

300 points

● 3@4

score

400 points

● 3@5

score

500 points

● 3@6

score

600 points

● 3@1

score

1,000 points

● 1,2,3,4,5 & 6 score

2,000 points

FUll HOUSe

Source: You can buy sets of D6 (six-sided) dice on the web or
at the specialist dealer, www.thediceshoponline.com.
Beware! Their choice is staggering.
Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/cooked-ice.pdf
Gam e s

ICFR

DoMiNoS
Dominos are ideal for 4-6 players in a caravan. Players can play
either individually or as teams of two, alternating moves with
the other team.
Like playing cards or dice, a set of dominos is a generic gaming
device because a variety of games can be played with a set.
Most dominos are rectangular in the proportion of a double
square.

● Double-Six: The

commonest
sets are range from Double-Blank
to Double-Six giving 28 dominos in
total.

Play
● Shuffle the dominos face down.
● All players take (usually) seven dominos each.
● The person with the highest double starts.
● If a player cannot make a legitimate he “knocks” on the
table to signify no move.
● The winner of the game is the first player to put down all
his dominos.
● If all the players are “knocking”, i.e. no one can make a
legitimate move, then the game is ended and the winner
is the one with the lowest points score from adding up the
values of his remaining dominos.

● Double-Nine: Double-nine sets

● You can add scoring to these simple blocking games.
Scores are recorded at the end of each game. The overall
winner would have either:

have 55 dominos and are useful for
larger groups of players

a) the highest score - if you record the number of games
won, or...

● Tri-ominos: An

interesting
variant, and good fun to use, is
the triangular “tri-omino”.
The
numbering may be either arabic
numerals or coloured dots like
standard dominos

b) the lowest score - if you record the points accumulated
by each player over a series of games.

FiVeS & ThreeS

● Spinner: The central brass rivet

on dominos may be flush with the
surface or raised up as a stud, called
a “spinner”. Spinners allow the dominos to rotate freely
when they are face-down being shuffled. They also
protect the top surface of the domino from wear and
tear.

MaTerialS

● One popular scoring game, usually for teams of two, is
Fives & Threes. Basic play is similar to the blocking game
above. The difference is that after every move the player
scores points according to the number of times the sum of
the free ends of the run can be divided by 5 or 3, e.g:
ū Double-six (as first double) scores 4 (12÷3 = 4);
ū Six & four would score 2 (10÷5 = 2)
ū Double-five at one end and five at the other makes
15 which scores 8 points (15÷5 = 3)+(15÷3 = 5)

● Modern: Nowaday most dominos are made from

● The winners are the people with the highest score after an
agreed number of ends. Alternatively, the winners can be
the first ones to reach an agreed target points score.

● Vintage: The commonest form for vintage dominos

● In Fives & Threes a cribbage board can be very useful for
keeping running scores.

various plastics and resins.

is a layer of bovine bone (cowbone - not ivory!) pinned
or rivetted to a layer of hardwood, usually ebony.

● Solid hardwood vintage dominos
can also be found.

Source:

eaSy GaMe
● There are two main groups of games
which can be played with dominos: blocking games and
scoring games.
● In an easy blocking game the intention is to play your
dominos in such a way as to make it difficult or impossible
for your opponent to make a move.
ICFR
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Cheap dominos are widely available. Why haven’t you already got
a set tucked away in your caravan?
Vintage dominos (and cribbage boards) can be bought easily
(and usually cheaply) on eBay. Search for “Dominos Bone Vintage
Board & Traditional Games“ - but check the photographs carefully
beforehand.
Tri-ominos can be bought on Amazon.
Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/dominos.pdf
Gam e s
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BouleS
• with thanks to David Pilgrim •

Boules (a.k.a. “la pétanque”) is a game suitable for as few
as two players or, in multiple knockout competitions, for
as many players as there are on a rally.

turn starting) tries to place a boule closer to the
cochonnet than their opponent’s boule, or to knock
the opponent’s boule away.

● Games are played between two teams of 1, 2, 3 or 4
players:

● The boule nearest to the cochonnet is said to be
“holding the point”.

● Most boules sets contain eight boules: four pairs
of boules with each pair marked with 1, 2, 3 or 4
identification rings.

● The players in the
team that is not
“holding the point”
continue throwing
until they have placed
a boule closest to the
cochonnet, at which
point play will pass to
the other team.

● Usually games are played with 2 boules per player.
● For teams of one or two, you could play with each
player using 3 or even 4 boules;

Game
● The purpose of the game is to win by throwing your
boules to land closer to a small wooden ball called the
“cochonnet” (“piglet”) than those of your opponent.

● If one team has no
more boules to be
played, play passes to
the other team.

Start

● Players on the same team do not have to take
alternate throws, but players must always play their
own boules.

● Toss a coin to choose which team plays first.
● Any player in this team chooses where to draw a
circle on the ground in which every player will stand
to throw their boules.
● The circle should be about 0.5m in diameter and at
least 1m from any obstacle (wall, tree, edge of playing
area, etc).

ScorinG
● When neither team has any more boules left to throw,
the points are counted up, with one point being
scored for each of the winning team’s boules which is
nearer the cochonnet than their opponents’ closest.

● He/she then throws the cochonnet between 4m and
8m from the circle in any direction.
ū It also must not be closer than 1m from any
obstacle or you must throw again.

● Only one team can score points in each round.

Play

● A player from that team throws the cochonnet from a
new circle drawn round the cochonnet’s last position.

● Any player from the first team then throws the first
boule, trying to get it as close as possible to the
cochonnet.
ū Both feet must stay together on the ground and
within the circle while throwing and until the
boule has landed. This rule is rarely followed in
friendly games, but it’s good to know the rule
in case you have French opponents who want
to take the game more seriously.
● A player from the other team then steps into the
circle and (within no more than 1 minute of the
Page 2 8 - N & V- S u m m er- 2019
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next round
● The winner or winning team starts the next round.

● Because that boule is now “holding the point”, play
immediately passes to the oother team.

FiniSh
● The winners are the first team to reach 13 points (or
whatever total you decide)

Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/boules.pdf
Gam e s
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KlomPinG
• with thanks to Maggie Ambrose •

Game
Klomping is a game introduced to ICFR by Maggie
Ambrose and it involves throwing clogs (Klompen) at
targets.
● Participants play as individuals.
● You will need:
ū At least six klomps to be used by the players
ū You are free to
use traditional
wooden clogs
if you wish.
However,
you are more
likely to find a
ready supply
of plastic clogs
(“Crocs”
or
similar) on an
ICFR rally.
ū Three targets should be laid out in a randomly
spaced line on the ground (See photograph
below).
ū Rope circles can be used as targets but a set of
three cheap plastic hula hoops of about 60, 80 and
100cms diameter would be ideal.
● You will also need an “oche”, i.e. a line, a stick or a
mark on the ground.

● The aim of the game is to score as many points as
possible.
● It may be useful to have a scorer/umpire who verifies
and records scores.
● The umpire’s decision is final.

Play
● The klomps are thrown underarm (“klomped”?) at
three circular targets or klomp rings.
● The rings are worth 10, 6 or 4 points respectively with
the most distant ring having the highest value.
● It is the umpire’s right to decide whether the size
order of the klomp rings should increase or decrease
with distance from the oche.
● Only Klomps which are completely contained within
a klomp ring score full points.
● Any klomps which touch or lie across a klomp ring
score only half points.

KnocKout
● A knockout format can allow a large number of
people to participate

round 1:

● Players must throw from behind the oche.

● Initial heat(s) from which the nine top-scoring nine
contestants progress to...

Start

round 2:

● Each participant gets to throw six klomps.

● From those nine contestants the best three are
chosen for...

round 3:
● The Grand Final!
● NB: The event organisers are expected to provide a
generous reward or prize for the winner.
● Enthusiastic whooping and cheering by the audience
are encouraged - unless there is a risk of appearing
undignified, unseemly and raucous in front of nearby
non-ICFR caravanners.
Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/klomping.pdf
ICFR

R a l l y

Gam e s

N&V-Summer-201 9 - Pag e 2 9

Smite
• with thanks to Dave Campbell •

The lawn game Smite is easy to learn but accurate
throwing can be important to achieve the very exact
points score needed to win the game.

Peter Newton smiting at the Ripon rally - 2017

You might come across Smite in either the 10-pin Cornish
version or the 12-pin version based on the traditional
Finnish skittles game called Mölkky (pron. murlky).

Game
● Players use a wooden pin (the “smiter”) to try to knock
over other wooden pins (also called “skittles”).
● The skittle pins are numbered from 1 to 10 or 12.
● You can play as individuals or as teams of two.

Play
● After each throw, the pins are stood up again but in
the exact location where they last landed.

Start
● The pins are initially placed in a tight group in an
upright position, three to four metres away from the
throwing place.
● The only differences between the two versions are
the number of pins and the starting layout

12 pins

7
5

8

9
11

3

12
10

1

10 pins

7
6

4
2

8
4

9
5

2

10
6

3
1

FiniSh

ScorinG
● Throwing must be underarm.
● If you knock over a single pin you score the number
of points marked on that pin;
● If you knock over two or more pins your score is the
number of pins knocked over;
ū e.g., knocking over 3 pins scores 3 points.
● You cannot score with a pin that is leaning on the
smiter or on one of the numbered pins;
ū i.e. it must be parallel to the ground to count.

Download this sheet from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/smite.pdf
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● Any player missing all of the target pins three times in
a row is “smitten”, i.e. eliminated from the game.

R a l l y

● The winner is the first player/team to reach the target
of exactly 50 points - or 25 points for a shorter game.
● Anyone scoring more than 50 points (or 25) is
penalised by having their score set back to 25 points.
(or 13).

Source:

You can buy Smite sets on www.amazon.co.uk (search for “smite”
and/or “molkky”) or direct from www.originalsmite.com - or you
could even make your own!
Download a scorecard from: www.northumbrian.info/icfr/games/smite-scorecard.pdf
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Saturday 23rd March - Hustadvika,
Norway

A Viking Saga

Late on Saturday morning I attended a talk on the
United Nations then went up with Chris for lunch
(Well, it was a cruise). The World Café was not very busy
because it was early, and the ship was rolling a bit. The
sea looked lively.

Gerard Turley

Northern Lights
Some of us who are Rotarians and caravanners also
enjoy the delights of cruising. Maybe it’s the similarities
in tight accommodation. So, when the planner of our
holidays, Chris, my wife of 46 years, told me I had
an overwhelming desire to see the Northern Lights
I realised she was right and signed up for a couple of
weeks cruising the Norwegian coast with Viking to see
if we could spot them. We did, as you can see below.

And we enjoyed a fabulous time on the Viking Sky and
on excursions to go snowmobiling, dog and reindeer
sleighing and to visiting the Ice Hotel.
We had done all we wanted and were heading south
and home. Then the Captain let us know that we could
not do the planned stop at Bodø because of winds. Not
a problem: we knew several previous cruises had had
to miss that port, so we continued for Stavanger. The
Captain also warned us to be careful as there would be
some movement on the ship and to hold the handrails.
No problem: we have cruised before and this happens.

We were very proud of our sea legs because we do
not suffer from “mal de mer” and managed to eat a
reasonable lunch. As we finished, crockery and glasses
started falling off the table. One passenger even lost
her red wine. So, we decided to retire to the cabin.
Elsewhere friends were sliding about, sat on their seats.
We managed the stairs with much rail holding and made
the cabin and laid on the bed when there was a very
loud bang and the mattress was thrown across the room
- with us on it. Almost immediately we heard the seven
short and one long emergency signal followed by “This
is not a drill”. This was probably 2:00pm. We grabbed
coats, forgot medicines and went to our designated
muster station in the restaurant. Having been serving
lunch previously the floor had a lot of broken glass. We
found fixed seats and our friends and held on[6].
The Captain announced that we had lost all four engines
(which generate power for propulsion etc) and we had a
power outage. He had sent out a mayday call and tugs
and helicopters were on their way. Fairly shortly he
said one engine was now working and he had dropped
anchors to stabilise the ship because that is procedure.
Sometime later, when the muster station had filled up
and life jackets had been distributed, came another
crash and the first screaming. Water covered our feet:
we understand that a door on the other side of the
restaurant had given way, allowing enough water in to
cover several people sat on the floor. Then came a quick
announcement as the Captain said “We are closing the
watertight doors”. Just a minute! We were “waterside”
(i.e. the wrong side of the watertight doors). Still no
general panic but not a great situation.
[6] To the seats, to the friends or to each other?
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Hustadvika

Rocks!
Just after midnight we were moved up the queue
to be airlifted off and about 3:00am we reached the
front. More crew members were there, reassuring and
supervising. They did look tired but did not let it affect
them. “Just think about it as a fairground ride” they said.
But we don’t do fairground rides!
Then we were off. Literally. Two crew members per
passenger guided us to the rail
Following directions from the crew we filed out of the
restaurant to the atrium. Now we were on the right side
of watertight doors. Phew!
During the next twelve hours the crew were fantastic,
providing light food (Well, it is a cruise), going to cabins
and retrieving forgotten medicines and coats and
generally keeping everyone calm and looking after
the injured. We had regular announcements from the
Captain:
~~ Generally nothing had changed, then:
~~ Helicopters were here and we had commenced
lifting people off;
~~ Tugs had arrived but could not get a line across.
~~ We did now have three engines working. (That was
one good announcement.)
What the Captain did not tell us was that the anchors
were only slowing the drift and for about an hour we
came closer and closer to the rocks. We stabilised about
100 metres from them (See top of next column).
(Well, you cannot tell the passengers everything.)
In those hours people stayed calm, chatted in our
case, played video games which were still working and
read books. The ship was tossing up to 45° and on one
occasion by more than that because I fell off my seat
onto a friend.
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~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~
~~

No changing your mind now;
That sea looks rough;
A member of the rescue crew gives the thumbs up;
No point in talking ~ there’s a helicopter just above
his head;
Hands up ~ sling over shoulders and life jacket;
Going up together;
Wait ~ wait ~ wow ~ airborne;
Up, up and away;
It is like a fairground ride ~ maybe we should try
some?
Apparently, Chis had her eyes closed all the time so
maybe not;
We arrive at the helicopter door;
Me in first ~ then Chris;
Slings off ~ squash into a seat;
Helicopter ride to shore;
Helpers guide us to a gym, the Norwegian Red
Cross and other helpers;
“Are you ok?”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Yes
“Any injuries?”.  .  .  .  .  . Wrenched back
“Need medication?”.  .  .  .  .  .  .
Yes
Hot drink ~ reassuring - patient.
Another ride to a hotel;
We are offered a meal (Well, it is sort of a cruise) but it
is 4:00 in the morning so no thanks

Summer 2019
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~~ But will see a doctor for missing medication and
painkillers for wrenched back on lift-off;
~~ Four hours sleep ~ meeting at 11:00am ~ breakfast
first (Well we are still sort of on a cruise).
~~ The Chairman of Viking was there. He had been to
the hospital to see the injured, about 18. He says:
~~ This should not have happened” .  .  .  . Right
~~ We will find out why.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  Good
~~ Thanks to the Norwegian
emergency services.  .  .  .  . Loud applause
~~ And the crew.  .  .  .  .  .
More applause
~~ The cruise is cancelled .  .  .  .  .
Laughter
~~ So, all money back .  .  .  .  .  .  . Wow!
~~ And another cruise if you want .  . Double wow!!
~~ You need things?.  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Yes
~~ It is Sunday, but we have arranged to
have the local mall opened and you
have £250 each for necessities.
We are arranging onward flights..  .
That’s good !
At 4:00pm our battered but proud Viking Sky made it
into harbour with two tugs in attendance. In about 30
hours of airlift about 450 passengers had been lifted off.
450 passengers remained on board and 400 crew. They
had spent over 24 hours at muster stations but in the
last hours the crew managed a hot meal and a show.
Our story is nearly over. We are bussed to the ship to
pack in about 30 mins. The cabin had been tidied and
made safe. We were bussed to the airport for a 2:40am
flight back to Gatwick and on to home. Flowers were
delivered from Viking a few days later.

Glen Toddle
Bill Leslie
Continuing our theme of how ICFR members travel when
not with their caravans or motorhomes, we leave behind
the world of cruise ships, helicopters and busses for the
more down-to-earth mode of - boots.

Forethoughts
Step We Gaily As We Go!
There are reputed to be up to 5,000 ex-British Forces
personnel living rough, below the poverty line,
struggling and it is recorded that a veteran commits
suicide in the UK every thirteen days. So the thought of
fund-raising for that wonderful charity “Soldiers Off The
Streets” certainly appealed.
But what to do to raise the cash? I know. A sponsored
walk.
The first port of call was to that almost professional
walker, David Huxley.
“Got an idea” sez he “ We’ll walk the Great Glen from Fort
William to Inverness. It’s only 79 miles”.
“We’ll what?” sez I. The recovery time from a shock
like that can only be measured in pints of lager.

Lessons learnt

●● Listen to the emergency drills on ship and plane.
You never know.

●● The emergency services are great.
●● People are great.
●● Yes, we will be and are cruising with Viking again.
They are a great company.
●● Ships need lots and lots of lubricating oil to allow
for sloshing about in rough seas, which, in case you
have not heard, is what caused the problem[7].
Gerard Turley

Swansea

[7] Norwegian Maritime Authority: “For the present, our conclusion
is that the engine failure was directly caused by low oil
pressure. The level of lubricating oil in the tanks was within
set limits, however relatively low, when the vessel started to
cross Hustadvika. The tanks were provided with level alarms,
however these had not been triggered at this time. The heavy
seas in Hustadvika probably caused movements in the tanks so
large that the supply to the lubricating oil pumps stopped. This
triggered an alarm indicating a low level of lubrication oil, which
in turn shortly thereafter caused an automatic shutdown of the
engines.”
NEWS & VIEWS

So where do we start? Well, the good news is that a
company in the Lake District will do all the organisation
of accommodation, bag transfer, lunches etc in
exchange for a few bob so…
“Let’s sign up. Now for the planning. When do we go?”
Well, with the Rotary year being so busy and thinking
of the midges and the Scottish weather we settled on
April.
“Now then, experienced one. What equipment do we
need?.
“Good walking boots, warm clothing, wet weather
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gear, good socks and specially selected underwear”.
“Eh? Why specially selected underwear?”
“Well if you don’t get that element right you will be
joining Luton Girls’ Choir on your return.”

The next blog could be from the Ashbourne rally,
boasting about how well we did. It could be from
Inverness Royal Infirmary, or from the High Court. Keep
tuned in to this wildly exciting adventure.

I wonder whether Mary Huxley has put a lock on the
underwear drawer yet?
Then there is the lip balm, the face protector cream, the
Max Factor lacquer (You now know where that goes),
the heel and toe cream, the plasters, the knee bandage
(Seems like shares in Boots are looming large).
The thought of trundling along Loch Ness for five days
has still not yet sunk in but will Ulster pride override
ability? We shall see.
Christmas presents from the family have now produced
more gear than the British Army had in the Falklands.
A forklift truck will be needed to get it to the start line.

Afterthoughts
Ye Tak The High Road
(I’ll be in the bar)

Trepidation, outright dread, uncontrollable fear, all
spring to mind when faced with the prospect of a 79
mile walk through the Great Glen in Scotland in April.

“Having studied the book on the Great Glen, David, it
looks flat and not over challenging.”
“Yes. I suppose you are right, but there are some
interesting small[8] diversions.
And there are a few little[9] hills worth climbing .
“Then there are some pubs[10] to visit?”.
“What about a bit of a detour up Ben Nevis”?
“What about another round, a big steak and a game
of darts?”
Looks like Soldiers Off The Streets may not receive a lot
after lawyers’ fees. If readers see a headline in the News
& Views that Huxley/Leslie case has reached the Old
Bailey, they shouldn’t be surprised.
With a combined age of 146 and a 79 mile trek ahead,
readers could be forgiven for thinking old-timers’
disease might be setting in.
So now the plan is simple:
●● boots in the boot;
●● backpack on the back;
●● underwear under there;
●● a trailer full of medication,
●● keep a tight control on future legal fees, and...
●● ask yourself “What can go wrong?”.

[8] Bill’s note to self: Legal advice may be needed on “small”
[9] Bill’s note to self: More legal advice needed on “little”

David Huxley (left)and Bill Leslie looking fresh,
keen and enthusiastic at the begining of their
walk.
Readers will admire the way in which this
photograph is skilfully angled in order to
highlight, in the background, the wild Scottish
terrain into which the intrepid pair will soon be
venturing.
On the other hand, a critical viewer might wince
when noticing that the shot also includes a
gritting bin, five recycling bins and a vandalised
direction sign! (Some local yob has skilfully
altered an “o” into an “a”.)

[10] Bill’s note to self: No legal advice needed there then.
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Cool, calm, collected, unflappable
David Huxley alights from his car at
our house as if he is going on a Sunday
stroll. “Nothing to it” he gloatingly
proclaims. A statement guaranteed
to send the already stretched taught
nerve ends running to the medical
cabinet for a large supply of Valium.

						End

The journey north was, as expected,
uneventful. Tradition dictates a hot
chocolate at Tebay. Off up past Loch
Lomond and around to Fort William.
After somewhere in the region of six
to seven hours (with a little detour
through Brough to turn off the
central heating in David’s friend’s
holiday cottage) we arrive at a lovely
B&B adjacent to the Great Glen Walk
starting point. An evening meal, a kit
check, a planning meeting, then off to
bed and await the morning. Weather
forecast good!

		
3
2
1

Fort William to Gairlochy

Tuesday morning started off with a full Scottish
breakfast which would have killed a donkey. It is said
that the Ulster Fry[12] has killed more people than the
paramilitaries but I can assure you that the Scots are
trying hard to give Ulster a run for their money.
So, best walking boots on, pre-checked and packed
backpack (I wonder how long it will take David to realise
he is carrying three house bricks in his pack to slow
him down) final check on everything and the 79 mile
journey starts with the first step. The first section was
off over Soldiers Bridge through a little village, along
Loch Linnhe to Corpach Sea Lock and the approach
to Neptune’s staircase (Eight locks going uphill). All of
a sudden, David dives on the ground and does an act
[11] I don’t like to get too picky but it was 146 in the first part of this
article. How long ago was that part written?
Ed.
[12] For those less travelled it should be explained that an Ulster Fry
is the B&B equivalent of a Full English breakfast - but prepared in
Northern Ireland.
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4

		

The travel firm had made all the B&B
arrangements ( I know the diehards
among you will be disappointed that
roughing it in tents in freezing snow
blizzards, being eaten to death by
billions of midges did not come high
on our agenda) but let’s be sensible
about this. We are facing a 79 mile
walk....and with a combined age of
150[11].

Day 1:

5

			

resembling an octopus trying to play a set of bagpipes.
What on earth is going on?
It transpires that he had spotted a pound coin and
believing Scotland’s canal towpaths were paved with
gold he wrestled the pound into the equivalent of an
English sporran. He hadn’t noticed the second pound
coin a few feet away which was never going into his
sporran.
The day’s walk was interrupted at Neptune’s staircase
for a hot chocolate, scones, jam and cream and to watch
a fancy yacht move through the loch. Well, you just have
to, don’t you?
The rest of the walk that day was canal towpath, flat and
easy arriving at Gairlochy ( about 10/11 miles) over the
bridge which was used by the commandos during the
second world war. It is still there. A quick phone call to
the B&B owner (Simon, a member of Fort William RC)
who took us the 3½ miles over to another beautiful
establishment. We had an evening meal in the local
hotel where there is a small but informative commando
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museum. Simon even donated £40 to the Soldiers Off
The Streets charity.

Day 2

Gairlochy to Laggan Locks

Back to the commando bridge and up a slight incline to
skirt Loch Lochy and past the commando training camp
heading off to Laggan. The trip today is about fourteen
miles. Terrain not too difficult with lovely forest paths,
panoramic views of the Loch and surrounding areas.
Arriving at Laggan having basked in glorious sunshine
but ended up spitting feathers. There was a sign in the
fencing advertising “ the Inn on the Water”. A barge pub
perhaps? What could be better after a 5/6 hour hike?
The pace quickened and a suitable bench located but
the only human in sight was a bloke painting the boat.
On enquiring about the sign offering refreshments at
3pm and the clock now registering 3.30, devastation hit
home when his reply was “The season opens tomorrow”.

railway and General Wade’s Military Road and more
canal heading for Fort Augustus. This section into
Fort Augustus was interesting as the canal had been
dammed and then drained through the next several
sets of locks so that replacement gates could be fitted, a
big project. The civil engineering dating back 200 years
was fascinating.
A welcome pint, and then off to forest tracks as we start
the Loch Ness sections. No let up on climbing, some
rough paths but eventually onto a logging road. Bit of
a hike this one as the guide book says eighteen miles for
the day. Not too difficult with a few challenging forest
climbs but trudging for seven hours does take its toll,
especially where the marked route follows old paths
and takes you away from tonight’s destination and
then almost doubles back. Once again superb B&B, a
fantastic variety of wild birds and red squirrels outside
the window, and a few yards from Invermoriston Hotel
where the evening meal was excellent.

Off to the B&B and another brilliant evening meal.
Day 4
Day 3

Laggan to Invermoriston

Once again flat terrain along Telford’s Caledonian
Canal banks (below) past Loch Oich following the old
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Invermoriston to Drumnadrochit

Shock! Horror! Leaving the B&B we only get to the end
of their driveway when the track climbs over half a mile
up a very steep incline to meet the log road. Trudge
along the log road and back down to the A82 which we
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forests. The trip today is only nineteen miles. More
pleasant forest paths, log roads and then off across
moorland paths enjoying unbelievable scenery, snowcapped distant Munros, but the biggest shock was to
come.
Having left the forest and descended to a minor road
which needed crossing and off up along a single-file
footpath, there in the hedge was a sign advertising
coffee “This way” . To say we were in the back of beyond
was an understatement, we could see for miles in a 360
degree horizon but the signs kept pointing us in a given
direction. Following a muddy path, sure enough we
came across the best eco-cafe ever put on this earth.
Fresh Colombian coffee, lemon drizzle cake (The slice
could have been used to level-up motorhomes, it was
that big) soup, sandwiches. How on earth this lady does
this mystified us but it was wonderful. Wonderful that is,
until she told us that Inverness was still nine miles away.
Nevertheless, onward and upward and off we trudged
on the last leg.
Uneventful until we come around the corner and there
in all its glory was Inverness.

One of the official waymarkers for the Great Glen Way

had been walking almost parallel to. Then it gets worse.
Back up the hill for almost two miles without respite.
Wow! Fourteen miles of this?
Steep climbs, rough forest paths, up, down. What
sadist designed this part?
Progressing towards
Drumnadrochit we could see no let-up on the climbing
or the rough paths but eventually the path does join
a small road which is flat and easily yomped over. We
met a local resident and, thinking we had a mere three
miles to go, it was much to our dismay when we were
advised that it was four miles to the village and the B&B
was at the other end of the village. (It turned out to be
1¼ miles further on).
Leaving the mountain to get down to the village of
Drumnadrochit it is necessary to scrape your toe nails
on the tarmac to prevent sliding down the seemingly
never-ending, very steep descent. Never has a B&B, a
beautifully converted former chapel, been so welcome.
This section is not for the faint-hearted (old men) and
the guide book says Day 5 is worse. I then got the bus
back to Fort William to retrieve the car as bus services
from Inverness to Fort William are sparse on a Sunday.

Day 5

Drumnadrochit to Inverness

The End?
No, not quite. Having phoned Anne and whooped that
we had finished, a sign in the hedge pointed out that
Inverness Castle was a further four miles. But we finished
it, we had a pint and gained a certificate to prove it.

In Summary

●● Planning by the tour company - Excellent.
●● Weather on the trip - Perfect
●● My wonderful niece Jaime who acted
as my fund-raising co-ordinator - Superb
●● The challenge - Challenging
●● Accommodation - Excellent
●● Walking partner - Unsurpassed (but my hearing is
impaired!).
●● My Annie - Priceless
This was a walk not a race. However, nobody moving
in the same direction passed us and on Day 5 we
“overtook” eleven walkers.
PS. Any one seeing a pair of walking boots floating off
Inverness pier please get a big stick and push them out
into the North Sea.
Bill Leslie (a.k.a. The Walk Less Monster)

Chester

Up early, another huge Scottish breakfast and off along
the A82 for two miles before more hill climbs through
NEWS & VIEWS
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Obituaries
Tony Charlesworth

1933-2019

Tony Charlesworth was well known in ICFR with Iris
and him attending rallies
every season. His warm
personality and ready
smile were familiar to
many who often ended
up engaged in quite long
conversations with him,
always knowledgeable and
interesting.
Iris and Tony also went on
overseas rallies including
New Zealand and the first
South African rally.
His
photographic
record
of the latter adventure
entertained
many,
including the local Probus
club.

being sent abroad. Later he said that he could have
had himself posted to wherever he chose, but didn’t
think of it, so worked his National Service somewhere
near Windsor. After being demobbed John stayed in
the Windsor area, found digs, and a job on the nonteaching staff in a technical/further education college
and he talked of walking up the hill on a Sunday to
attend a service in the Eton College Chapel.
About this time John discovered skiing
and it was on one holiday that he met
Marjorie Moorhouse, who was to become
the first Mrs Dickinson. She came from
Burnley, Lancashire, and had trained as
a doctor, specialising in ophthalmology
as it meant she wouldn’t get called out in
the night! It was a great regret that they
didn’t have any children.
Time passed and it became obvious that
to get any promotion John would have
to change jobs so he applied for the
post of Registrar of the recently set up
“Bromley Technical College” on Bromley
Common. As Registrar he looked after all
the non-teaching staff necessary to run
it. The Principal at the time didn’t mind
John going skiing in term-time and it was

Tony Charlesworth

A familiar face around our
rallies, he’ll be sadly missed by the many who knew him.

Ken Lilwall

John Dickinson

Malvern

1935-2019

John Dickinson was born to Claude & Alice Dickinson
in Doncaster, South Yorkshire. They already had two
daughters; Kathleen (Kay) and Beryl, and were pleased
to have a son to complete their family. John’s father
worked in the family estate agency business and as a
young boy John remembered him and his grandfather
driving round the moors in a pony and trap collecting
rents.
As he grew up John became a choirboy, joined the
Cubs and then the Scouts, and remembered wearing
his uniform to school on his birthday, which was then
celebrated as Empire Day. The Scouts went to camp in
Lincolnshire or Nottinghamshire which were nearest to
Doncaster.
After leaving school he worked in the family business
until “invited” by the Monarch to report for his National
Service which eventually brought him south to near
Windsor. He was assigned to the medical corps in
a section where the soldiers were given jabs before
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John Dickinson - Cognac-la-Forêt, France - 2015
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during one such time that I got a term-time-only job in a
section which produced multiple copies of documents
for the lecturers to handout to their students.

Graham has left his body to medical science, so a
“Farewell to Graham” was held at the David Lloyd Club,
in Monifieth, on 28th March 2019.

Sadly, Marjorie developed breast cancer and she died
during the weekend of the 1987 storm.

He will be greatly missed by all his friends, particularly
those in the Scotland area ICFR.

After John and I got married in 1989 his sister and
brother-in-law persuaded us to buy a caravan and at
some point we joined ICFR and enjoyed life exploring
the UK and Europe and hiring motorhomes in New
Zealand, Canada and South Africa.

John Barker

Kelso

David Richardson

2019

John took early retirement thirty years ago because
he had been told that within five years he would need
dialysis or a transplant. He has had neither, but now,
almost thirty years and a lot of medication later, the
good kidney got fed up doing all the work and it failed.
I shall miss him.
Carole Dickinson

Orpington

Graham Hay

1942-2019

Graham Hay died peacefully, at home in Monifieth,
Dundee on Sunday 17th February 2019, aged 76. He
was the beloved husband of Joan, father to Fiona,
Caroline and Malcolm.
Graham was a graduate of Aberdeen University and
became human resources manager of Timex before
setting up his own business in 1986. In retirement,
Graham was chairman of Angus College and on the
board of HELM (Career Support & Supportive Learning
in Dundee).
He joined Dundee Rotary Club in 1977 and was
president in 2009-10.
Graham and Joan’s love of caravanning led them to
join ICFR where he served
as treasurer of the Scotland
area until its amalgamation
with the North East area
in 2018. They used every
opportunity to go away in
their motorhome and had
planned to meet up with
friends at the ICFR AGM rally
this year.
(With apologies for the low
resolution of the image)
Graham is pictured here at
the Scottish Area AGM near
Stirling in September 2014.
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A proud Yorkshireman, partner, husband, best friend
and soulmate to Wendy for 28 years, David Richardson
was born and brought up in Barnsley. His love of sport,
music and foreign travel began at school where he also
took his first major acting role in Julius Caesar. He was
brought up a Methodist and sang in the chapel choir.
He was a fine tenor and fearless soloist whose top G’s
were legendary.
He did National Service in the RAF as a wireless operator
and was inordinately proud of his speed of 23 words a
minute typing Morse Code.
During his first teaching post in Barnsley, there was a
popular rumour that in the film KES the bluff PE man
(played by Brian Glover) was modelled on David!
He moved to
Whitby in 1965,
became head of PE
and Deputy Head
and taught there
for 26 years. He
founded “Whitby
Operatics,” now
Whitby
Musical
Theatre Company,
and acted and
directed for forty
years
before
moving
to
Northumberland
and then to
Ripon.
He leaves three
children,
two
stepchildren, six
grandchildren
and one greatgrandchild.
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David adopts a regal bearing
as King Ida of Bamburgh in
the ICFR production of “The
Laidly Worm of Spindlestone
Heugh” at the Coast & Castles
rally, Bamburgh 2012.
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We very soon had willing performers for the impromptu
and informal Ashbourne rally concerts. Recitations,
show songs, accompanied singing, sometimes with
keyboard, always that little bit different and with real
enthusiasm. David set a high bar for performance
standards.
The rallies David & Wendy organised at Whitby and
Ripon all had well organised programmes with a
difference. There were walks, flat cap competitions,
involvements with local Rotary Club, a magnificent
full-on Afternoon Tea at Ripon with a performance
of Brassed Off to follow. I was convinced David was
playing the euphonium thing, but he assured me not
one note. You could see the pleasure (and pride) the
standard of performance gave to him. The photograph
of David at that performance (below) will be an abiding
memory for us.

Wendy & David at the Ashbourne rally 2011

Northumberland (AS)
For many years David and Wendy lived in and loved the
Coquet Valley in North Northumberland. Home was an
old converted blacksmith’s dwelling and forge, often
the venue for fund-raising and very happy gatherings.
David was the organiser and planner for many activities
throughout the area: church events, local drama, choirs.
It was a never-ending community bustle of activity
which made him much admired and in great demand.
He directed “Brassed Off” and “Calendar Girls”, both in
the Alnwick Playhouse, as well as a dozen or more
musicals in Rothbury for the Coquetdale Players.
During his year as President of the Rotary Club of
Morpeth he led the members through an exciting year
of activity and raised large sums of money for local
charities. He and Wendy had an extended group of
friends over a wide rural area of Northumberland and
are very much missed.
A very “canny fella” and an inspiration.

ICFR (DH)
The Huxleys’ first meeting with David and Wendy
Richardson was in either 2006 or 2007 when they
attended their first ICFR rally - at Ashbourne. They
arrived a day early, in error, and were quite upset about
the mistake but it opened the door to a great friendship
for so many of us in the ensuing years.
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Mary & I have really enjoyed David’s company and
will miss the glint in his eye.
•   •   •
Wendy Richardson
Alec Swailes
David Huxley

Ripon
Rothbury
Nottingham

In Memoriam
Tony Charlesworth

Malvern

South West Midlands

John Dickinson

Orpington

South East-East

Linda Harvey

King’s Lynn

East Anglia

Graham Hay

Monifieth

Scotland & North East

Anne Pearce

Drayton Bassett

North West Midlands

Jean Powell

Vale of Glamorgan

David Richardson

Summer 2019

Ripon

South Wales
Scotland & North East

•   •   •
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Wedding Anniversary

Congratulations

50 Years
Paul Harris Fellowship

Golden wedding anniversary congratulations will
(shortly) go to:

Congratulations go to the Secretary of ICFR’s recently
amalgamated Scotland & North East England Area.

●● Colin & Kathleen Bradford[14] who married
on the 2nd of August 1969 - apparently before
the days of affordable colour photography (see
below).

Earlier this year Kathleen Bradford, the current President
of the Inner Wheel Club of Alnwick, was awarded a
Paul Harris Fellowship by the Rotary Club of Alnwick in
recognition of her extensive voluntary work over the
last two decades for a wide range of local community
organisations[13].
These include the Alnwick International Music Festival,
Alnwick Inner Wheel, Alnwick in Bloom, the Friends
of Alnmouth Station, the Alnwick Infirmary League of
Friends and, of course, the local ICFR Area committee.
Kathleen Bradford

Letters
to the Editor
From Alan Kemp

Llangollen International Eisteddfod
The Llangollen International Eisteddfod was established
in 1947 to bring peoples of the world together in peace
and harmony in the aftermath of war. It is a unique and
very colourful event. I am hoping to be able to organise
an ICFR rally to coincide with the Eisteddfod in July
2020. Arrangements for this rally will be a bit different
from usual as it will be focussed primarily on attending
the Eisteddfod.
As a Vice-President of the Eisteddfod, I shall be able to
book for the group before tickets go on general sale.
Participants will be given the opportunity to book
tickets for as much or as little of the Eisteddfod as they
wish and I will make advance bookings so that we will
be able to sit together.
The programme will be available early in December
2019 and payment for tickets, but not for the rally site,
would need to be made by the end of January 2020.
[13] All of this community activity is, as you will appreciate, only
possible because of the active encouragement, endorsement
and support of your Editor.
NEWS & VIEWS

[14] Yes, it’s her again, but in a slightly less recent photograph.
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If you would like to know more think you
might be interested in attending the rally,
I suggest you visit the Eisteddfod website:
https://international-eisteddfod.co.uk.
Click on “Background”, then “About us” and scroll down
to the video which shows a picture of Luciano Pavarotti.
The video is narrated by Welsh baritone Sir Bryn Terfel.
It would help me enormously to have some idea of the
level of potential interest in this rally. If you think that
you might interested in coming, I would very much
appreciate some indication, without any commitment,
by July 2019 if possible.
Members can contact me at gwyddonydd@icloud.com
or by telephone on 07 710 - 348 474/
Alan Kemp

Cardiff

From Mary Simmons

Silence Not There
Who lies under the ancient burial mounds?
Do they hear the cacophony of new sounds?
The echoing boom-boom of quarry blasting.
Giant earth movers over spoil trundling,
Clanking harvesters must now begin
Before the rampant autumn storms roll in,
Cutting candy stripes on the far off hill.
While redundant machines lie silent, still.

So who can hear? The plaintiff bleat,
Of newly- shorn, black- nosed sheep,
Sheltering behind the leaning thorns,
Bent by the prevailing winter storms,
Conversing hikers climbing stone walls
Sheepdogs responding to shrill calls.
Relenting rain still falling on distant hills.
Cutting sharp fissures, making new rills.
Who can hear the swift swallows cry
Amongst the ghostly, derelict stone byre,
Or the sinister carrion crow’s squawk,
Whistling slipstream of diving hawk.
The crack of twisting, leguminous seeds
Or the buzz of the bright bumble bees.
Or rustling wind through fescue grass
These last sounds of summer soon pass.

Llangollen
Alan Kemp’s letter has reminded me about much
earlier days in Llangollen. The picture below shows a
magnificent trophy which sits proudly at the back of
my office. It was won at the Llangollen International
Eisteddfod in 1972 by the Killingworth Sword
Dancers, a team of rapper dancers from Tyneside. I
was one of
the musicians
and, for this
per formance
only, I had to
borrow
and
learn to play an
Anglo-German
concertina.
This
was
because, on
our first visit
to Llangollen
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Mary Simmons

the previous year, my 5-row continental
chromatic accordion did not find favour
with the judges “parce que ce n’est pas assez
folklorique”! (Not sufficiently traditional).
This is our post-victory celebration photo - with me
on the far right. Nice britches, eh?
Ed.
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Rather cross now, I tried calling their number as it
appears on correspondence, “You have dialled an
incorrect number”. I tried many times using both mobile
and land line. I rang the Caravan Club (I sensed they
were aware of the issues) and was given an alternative
number which, despite dozens of attempts, is always
engaged.

Roman legions marched across the dale
Mercenary armies lay where they fell.
Precious lead ore was smelted long ago.
Miners bent their weary backs down low.
Now in limestone cavern echoes rebound
Only gregarious tourist chatter sound.
While imagining sounds of history past.
But real is Nature’s music that will last

Mary Simmons

High Wycombe

Next I received an email to say my card had been
terminated and the matter referred to debt collectors.
I emailed a reply saying CANCEL - and promised to
deliver a cheque to their address. The next day, 3rd
April, I delivered by hand to their address at St. James
Square, SW1 an envelope containing my cheque, a copy
invoice, a stroppy letter (from me!) and a copy of the
email sequence.

Caravan Club and Fuel card

Then I identified that they had extracted funds so I
“stopped” the cheque that I delivered to them and sent
another bolshie email to Pump-King.

As a result of seeing something in the Caravan Club
magazine about saving fuel costs I applied for a fuel
card. I don’t still have the advert[15] but it was something
along the lines of an endorsement between a fuel
company and CAMC.

Mary has been looking at something on her Kindle
- internet I guess. There are lots of adverse reports,
money being taken out of accounts, failure to do this
that or the other, nobody answering phone, so it goes
on. You will find these online far easier than I can.

From David Huxley

A few days after I had applied a letter and a card arrived,.
A couple of days later another letter and card arrived.
I telephoned, was eventually answered and advised
“Well, just use one card”.
A few weeks on I received two further letters (each with
a new fuel card) saying they had been dealing with
operational and technical issues and new cards were
therefore being issued - so still things in duplicate.
Each week card holders receive a text message advising
them of the next week’s fuel price. This was all ok
until the week of 10th March when I received 61 text
messages. I emailed and the only, very curt, response
was about some glitch with the system.
Real issues surfaced on Saturday 30th of March when I
got an email saying that I had been sent SMS message
to the effect that they had tried to take a payment and
it had somehow been blocked. I had not had any text
message about that.
It was afternoon and I could not go to the bank. I do
not do telephone or internet banking. I was at the bank
by 9.15 on Monday morning to checked my account
details. No attempts had been made over the previous
week to access my account; apparently it would show.
[15] But you can still find the offer online at
https://www.caravanclub.co.uk/membership/member-offers/fuel-card/
NEWS & VIEWS

I also spoke to the Caravan Club again and got a
different operator who promised to get back to me. I
am still waiting. He did indicate that I was not on my
own having issues with Pump-King.
Fellow ICFR members should be aware of the issues I
have been having.
David Huxley

Nottingham

From Derek Rogers

GDPR
Can I please remind all members that, now that they
have the 2019 Handbook, they should make sure that
their copy of the 2018 handbook is securely destroyed.
This is necessary to comply with our General Data
Protection obligations.
Derek Rogers

Secretary (and resident GDPR expert)

From John Bumfrey

Britstops
Two years ago an article in News & Views asked if readers
have had any personal experience of Britstops. I have
been using Britstops for the last four years and have
found it works well.
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Extract from:

what3words website

Dutch breakdown ser vice ANWB locates
customers across Europe in under 2 minutes
using what3words
Britstops is a idea set up in 2012 as a means for
motorhomers to park overnight in various settings
throughout the UK away from organised campsites.
The Britstops people have out together a list of public
houses, garden centres and various other places that
where you can p[ark overnight in their parking spaces
. and they have published the list in a guide similar to
camping club site guides.
Listed places, e.g. public houses, like you to use the bar
and or their dining facilities but make no charge for
parking. Some have connections for power but in most
cases you will need to be self-contained. The guide can
be obtained from www.britstops.com at cost of about
£27, the price of one night at Caravan Club site.
Good travelling and enjoy Britstops
John Bumfrey

Chichester

What3Words

Being stuck on a remote road in a foreign country
can make it hard – and frustrating – to tell the
breakdown service where to find you.
That’s why Dutch breakdown service ANWB has
integrated what3words. Customers get sent a
link by the dispatch call-handler to a dedicated
ANWB map site to find their 3 word address and
communicate it to the breakdown service. During
the summer of 2018, ANWB used what3words in
20% of emergency cases for customers travelling
outside of the Netherlands. Victor Blanco Neira,
Project Manager for the Emergency Center Digital
Innovation Team at ANWB, says: “In our call centre,
the location pinpointing process for foreign cases
can take 10 to 20 minutes. When using what3words,
the location pinpointing can easily be done in two
minutes, which is a great improvement.”
The largest non-profit club in the Netherlands,
which has 4.5 million members, handled more than
one million breakdown incidents in 2018. Being
able to reach its customers faster not only makes
life easier for its dispatchers, “Customers are often
surprised and relieved that we can locate them so
quickly and precisely with this method,” said the
agent.
it seems that the system is already in use all over the
world. Specifically mentioned are:

A new location referencing system called
WHAT3WORDS has been announced which seems
to be an innovative and useful way of pinpointing
locations over the entire world.

Countries
●● China
●● South Korea

A couple of extracts from their website, https://
what3words.com/ are reproduced here so that readers
can see what is involved.

●● Britain

I’ve downloaded the app onto my iPhone. On a PC you
just go to their website and login or register. It’s a free
system so I presume that the big commercial users are
paying for it somehow. From the reports on the website

●● Mongolia
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●● South Africa
●● Germany
●● Mexico
●● Mull
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●● Netherlands

Extract from:

Commerce
●● AirBnB

Addressing the world

●● Lonely Planet
●● ANWB
●● Mercedes-Benz
If this system were integrated into satnav devices it
could make it much easier to program satnavs to the
correct destinations.
Just to see what the results would look like I have
compared three different methods of location
referencing:
1. what3words,
2. Grid references and
3. Latitude & Longitude.
I realise that postal addresses and postcodes can also be
used but they only work in Britain.
Ashbourne rally
w3w:
Grid:
Lat:

///toned.type.yards
SJ 48437 13624
52.717797 & Long:

The service can be used via the free mobile app or
online map. It can also be built into any other app,
platform or website, with just a few lines of code.
UK Emergency Services roll out what3words in
control rooms to save resources, time and lives
(21/03/2019)
British Police Forces and Emergency Services
around the UK have announced the initial rollout
of what3words into their operations. In certain
areas, callers can now give a 3 word address over
the phone when they call 999 and help will be sent
straight to that precise location.

Identifying precisely where help is needed in an
emergency is critical, but can be near impossible in
places with no addresses or where addresses cover
large areas.

-2.7647822

Stewart Gilbert’s 2019 French rally
w3w:
Grid:
Lat:

what3words is a really simple way to talk about
location. We have divided the world into a grid of
3m x 3m squares and assigned each one a unique 3
word address. It means anyone can accurately find
any location and share it more quickly, easily and
with less ambiguity than any other system.

If your local force is one of the seven that have
integrated what3words, you can find your current
3 word address on the what3words app and give it
to the call handler. The 3 word address will then be
used by the control room to identify your precise
location and send help exactly where it is needed.

///educates.fame.ranking
SK 17377 46957
53.019635 & Long:
-1.7424039

Shrewsbury AGM
w3w:
Grid:
Lat:

what3words website

///hawked.headlight.imploring
None - ‘cos it’s in France!
47.327287 & Long:
1.0893416

It is clear that the what3words system provides a simple
and straightforward method of location referencing. It
will be interesting to see if it acquires a critical mass of
acceptance and usage in this country.
In the meantime there is nothing to stop rally marshals
using this system to indicate the entrance to rally sites.
More importantly we all might find it useful to download
the app so that we can help the emergency services to
find us if we ever need to.

When people can’t describe where they are, they can
use their phones to locate themselves by dropping
a pin on a map – but it’s impossible to share a pin
over a 999 call, and for that location information to
be passed on to responders.
In these situations, emergency services spend
valuable time and resources just trying to identify
the location of the emergency. In some cases, saving
these precious minutes can make the difference
between life and death.
This is why Avon & Somerset Police, West Yorkshire
Police, Humberside Police, and emergency
services including the British Transport Police and
Hertfordshire Fire and Rescue, Cambridgeshire Fire
and Rescue and Bedfordshire Fire and Rescue, are
working with what3words. The address system
gives callers a simple way to say exactly where help
is needed and allows these forces to get resources
straight to the scene.

Colin Bradford

Editor
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Look out for ICFR...
Editor
Martin Williams and I have been very busy recently with
a range of activities to publicise the Fellowship and to
support all your endeavours to recruit new members.
I deliberately use the phrase “your endeavours” because
leaflets, magazines, posters and banners are all very well
but it is the personal approach from existing members
which is the most effective selling method!

PRESS – Advertisements & Articles
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in the RI magazine “The
Rotarian” and the RI Fellowship blog
●● June is the Rotary Fellowship month and the RI
Fellowships Team are already working towards
a couple of pages on Fellowships to go in “The
Rotarian” magazine as well in their usual outlets,
the Rotary Service Blog (https://rotaryserviceblog.
org/) and social media.
●● Lisa Cook from the Fellowships Team has been
seeking suitable contributions from Fellowships so
we have sent off a short article and photographs
to her. We had a very encouraging response from
Lisa so let’s hope at least some of our contribution
succeeds in getting into the RI magazine and/or the
blog.
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in the RIBI magazine “Rotary”
and the RIBI Newsletter
●● We have had extended discussions with the RIBI
magazine people and have come to a deal which
will give us:
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4. A half-page advertisement in the April/May edition
of “Rotary” (page 19). This is already out in print and
available online at https://www.rotarygbi.org/
media/2019/03/Rotary_April_May_2019-Digital_
edition.pdf
5. A second half-page advertisement in the next (June/
July) edition of the Rotarian;
6. An article, supplied by us, which will also go in the
next edition of the magazine.
7. That article should also appear in the RIBI’s email
Newsletter
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in the Inner Wheel magazine
●● We have also made contact with Dorothy Cree, the
editor of the Inner Wheel magazine and have an
agreement similar to that for the RIBI magazine:
1. A half-page advertisement in each of the next two
editions of the IW magazine
2. An article, supplied by us, which will go in the second
edition of the magazine.

DISPLAY MATERIAL
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR‘s… new Posters
●● We had some of our marketing material at the
ACCEO stand in the Camping, Caravan & Motorhome
Show 2019 at the NEC in February. Unfortunately,
they couldn’t use our A4 “Two ticks” posters with
the built-in leaflet pockets and so we had to design
new flat posters. Supplies of these new posters are
now available for any future conferences or similar
events. Copies are already on their way to Area
Committees.
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●● The theme of the posters is
“We are ICFR:”
●● The new
available:

posters

are

ICFR have a presence
at the Cardiff
Inner Wheel conference

ūū in both portrait and
landscape formats.
ūū with blue or gold
backgrounds.
The
dark blue is to stand
out on light-coloured
walls or backgrounds.
The gold posters are
for dark backgrounds
ūū in A4 or A3 size; and...
ūū with or without a red
“membership” splash
●● You can see the reduced
scale portrait versions of the
poster opposite and, at full
A4 size, on the back page.
The design of the landscape
format is shown above. This
is the format which is used
for the half-page magazine
advertisements.

NEWS & VIEWS
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LOOK OUT FOR ICFR‘s… new Roller
Banners
●● We have now obtained two roller
banners for use at conferences. One
is specifically for Rotary events (see
image on the left). The second is
for non-Rotary occasions (like the
recent Inner Wheel conference)
and therefore has a red “splash”
to highlight our new wider
membership criteria.

CONFERENCES
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in Cardiff - at
the Inner Wheel conference - April
●● We are very grateful to Chris & Alan
Thorpe who had a charity stand
at the Inner Wheel Conference in
Cardiff early in April. They had very
kindly agreed to take some of our
leaflets and magazines for display
alongside material for their Lifestraw
charity (See previous page).
●● They also agreed to take one of our
new roller banners. The photograph
on the right shows Chris Thorpe at
the Inner Wheel conference beside a
new roller banner.
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in
Nottingham - at the RIBI Showcase May
●● We have been extremely fortunate
in being allocated a table in the
Level 4 of the RIBI exhibition space
at the Nottingham Showcase.
Derek Rogers and David Smith are
organising a team of helpers to man
the stall. Please help if you can.
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in
Shrewsbury - at the ICFR AGM - May
●● OK. We will not got any new
recruits at this event (because
you are already members!) but it
will be an opportunity to show
you all the range of marketing
material we now have available.
LOOK OUT FOR ICFR… in Hamburg at the RI conference – May-June
●● Ivan Palmer will be taking a supply
of our leaflets, posters, magazines
etc to Hamburg.

New roller banner - 2 metres high!
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Editor
Colin Bradford

Stint
The Editor’s report is usually the very
first item in News & Views, coming
straight after the Contents List. For
this issue I have swapped my report
to the end of the magazine; there
are several reasons for this move.
Firstly, my stint as Editor is coming
to an end and this is the last issue
of News & Views that I will edit. I
have thoroughly enjoyed carrying
out this role on your behalf. It has
given me a fascinating insight into
the activities of the Fellowship,
into the personalities involved
and into the wonderful culture of
this organisation. I recognise that
News & Views itself is part of that
culture and I have been greatly
encouraged and gratified by the
positive reactions of so many of you
to the magazine (But, before you all
bask in a warm glow, we could still do
with some regular columnists!).
Secondly, I had been hoping to
have news about a nomination
or nominations for the person to
take over as Editor. To date no
nominations have been received
and it is very concerning for all of us
to contemplate the possible end of
this magazine.
Chris Thorpe at Cardiff

Promotional Material - more info
You can read more information on these promotional items and
on the various display stands that accompany in the file “ICFRPromotional-Material.pdf” . This can be downloaded from the
following URL:
www.northumbrian.info/icfr/icfr-promotional-material.pdf
Colin Bradford

Editor

NEWS & VIEWS
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Please, please if you think that you
can help, have a word with me or
Derek Rogers. I can tell you that
support will come from everyone
in the Executive Committee if you
decide to have a go.
In addition, I have offered to continue doing
the artwork for the outside covers if that
would help (I had carried out that role for
John Hackney when he was Editor). I would
also be more than happy to help with specific
training and advice if that were welcome.

Page 49

The Largest Rally ever!
Eric Matkins from Bognor Regis contacted me
recently about an old photograph which had
come into his hands.

A report of the event was later recorded
by Peter Jefferies as: “ICFR’s rally at Perry
Park had 513 registrations including 30
from abroad. All were sited with military
precision - ICFR teamwork and good humour,
even when it rained “cats and dogs”. An
outstanding success!
We started with acres of open parkland and
rapidly converted it all into a large caravan
park complete with shops, telephones,
toilets, showers, marquee restaurant, waste
disposal , fire and water points, mobile site
office - and just about every form of movable
accommodation that you could possibly
imagine - and a few that you couldn’t”

Eric says: “It’s not a good image. It was copied
from a transparency to scan on an old Epson
printer. BUT, it is, to my knowledge, a record
of the largest ever ICFR rally.
The rally was held on the occasion of the Rotary
International Convention in Birmingham in
June 1984; and remember there were no
hook-ups in those days.”
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Eric wondered whether, if the image was
reasonable, I might find it useful. The original
photograph (top left above) did look a bit
dark and short of colour but a little bit of work
with Adobe Photoshop has transformed Eric’s
photograph into the wonderful, nostalgic and
inspiring image below. So... when can we
organise a bigger Rotary rally?
Colin Bradford
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Multiples of Four

Frisian
The report on the Dutch rally reminded me that
Friesland, in the north of the Netherlands is
the home of West Frisian, one of the old Frisian
languages which once stretched up the North
Sea coast from Bruges in Belgium up to Denmark/
Schleswig-Holstein border in Germany.
Frisian is the most closely related language to
English and the two may once have been mutually
intelligible although the languages have since
diverged. Frisian has been heavily influenced by
the Dutch language and English by a visit from
Norman-French tourists in 1066. According to
Scott Shay in his 2008 book “The History of English:
A Linguistic Introduction” one rhyme demonstrates
the palpable similarity between Frisian and
English. West Frisian: “Bûter, brea en griene tsiis
- is goed Ingelsk en goed Frysk.” is pronounced
in more or less the same way in both languages:
“Butter, bread and green cheese - is good English
and good Frisian”.
We once has a family from the north of Holland
to stay with us in Morpeth. Mealtimes were
fascinating as the two parents happily spoke
Frisian to each other, Dutch to their two children
and English to Kathleen and me. 			
				
Ed.

It’s obvious enough when you think about it but unless
you have ever been involved in editing a magazine you
may not have realised that
one of the “interesting”
tasks towards the end of
the preparation of an issue
is to make everything add
up to a multiple of four
pages. A magazine like
this emerges with lots of
A3 sheets stapled together,
each of which contains
four A4 pages, two on one
side and two on the other.
Colin Bradford
As the draft magazine fills
up with text and images,
things have to be adjusted to meet the multiple of four
pages target. The way this is done is by a combination
of:
●● making photographs larger or smaller. This is
one of the most useful tricks, not just for hitting the
multiple of four pages target but also for refining
the layout of internal pages.
●● including or excluding articles or other items.
For example the feature opposite on the “Largest
Rally Ever” was held over from the last issue because
of lack of space but is included this time.
ūū It is always useful to have contributions which
are flexible as to timing and can be published
later if necessary. Our cartoon friends, “The
Globs, have been useful for filling odd spaces.

Next issue

You will now realise that this business of meeting the
four page target helps to explain why some bizarre
items can, on occasions, appear towards the end of
the magazine. Perhaps the small piece on the Frisian
language on this page falls into this category, eh?.

The closing date for copy and advertisements for the
next issue is
Friday 25th October 2019

Thanks

News & Views

Beware - Be wary!
The views expressed in the articles in News & Views are
those of the contributors and do not necessarily coincide
with those of ICFR or of the Editor. If you are thinking of
following any advice, instruction or suggestion in News &
Views you should apply common sense and not attempt
any action which could put you or others in danger.

Contact:
Pending the election/appointment of a new Editor,
all articles, enquiries etc. should go to...
Derek Rogers, ICFR Secretary,
Kerina, Glebe Close, Frampton-on-Severn GL2 7EL

T:
M:
E:
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01 452 - 740 883
07 786 - 743 746
derekbrogers@btinternet.com

All the members of the Executive Committee have
helped me in many ways but, in particular, I would like
to thank our Secretary, Derek Rogers, whose cheery
demeanour and sound advice have helped me past
many a hiccup, and our public relations tsar, Martin
Williams, whose co-operation, support, encouragement
and energy have been invaluable.
I also need to thank the Secretary of our local ICFR Area
committee who has proof-read every issue and been
unbelievably patient whenever our domestic priorities
have been outranked and overwhelmed by ICFR’s
editing and printing deadlines.
Gan canny.

Colin Bradford
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