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Who would have guessed it  STILL
stuck in the house, no socialising and
no rallies. At least this time around
there is a light glimmering at the end of
the tunnel in the form of a vaccine
although normality is not going to be
with us until Summer 2021 at the
earliest. This gives you time over the
winter to relax, put your feet up and
read this issue of 'News & Views' to your hearts content. If
you are feeling particularly creative you may consider
submitting an article for publication in the next issue.

You may have read the first paragraph before  it
was my introduction to the Winter N&Vs! Has the
world changed? Well it should do by 17th May
(tomorrow) when lockdown is being relaxed.
Hopefully we will continue to keep the
coronavirus at bay in the future as we move into
the Summer when things should be well on the
way to normality.
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You may be wondering why I have chosen an
elephant to feature on the front cover. Ask
yourself  what are elephants famous for (other
than their size!)? MEMORY. Like yourselves, I
am sure, all I've done over the last few months is
reminisce on what life was like before Covid. Will
I remember to hook up the caravan safely, will
my motorhome start, will I have any problems
with setting everything up on site ...etc? Are you
hoping that like riding a bike, you will not forget
all the essential steps. It may be worthwhile
writing a checklist whilst you are contemplating
your first trip out. "Write it down otherwise you
will only forget"  pilots and operating theatre
staff do this, why shouldn't we?
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Secretary’s Report to
News and Views
We continue to live in
strange
times.
Eighteen
months ago, the main things
stopping us getting together
and enjoying each other’s
company were ensuring we
had put the right location in
the GPS and that we had
packed enough red and
white wine to get through
hospitality. Now here we are
hoping that the Government
will relax the lockdown
regulations enough to allow a
group of thirty to get together,
socially distanced of course,
and that hopefully the
hospitality industry will be
able to provide us with a
meal and drink outdoors if
not inside. Our vocabulary
has expanded as well: Zoom,
variants, jabs, lockdowns,
side
effects,
social
distancing, and masks are
now
part
of
everyday
conversation.
Hopefully as you read this,
lockdown regulations are
about to be relaxed and we
will have moved into Step 3
on the 17 May which will
allow 30 people to meet up
outdoors which will permit
rallies to restart, and then we
can look forward to Step 4 on
the 21 June which will allow
us to hold larger rallies.
NEWS & VIEWS

A revised Notice of our AGM,
now on Saturday 17 July
2021, is included elsewhere
in this edition. The delay,
already advised, was caused
by lockdown regulations. Two
additional items will be
presented to the membership
at the AGM details of which
will be circulated with the
AGM Agenda, by email, no
later than Saturday 5 June
2021.
Firstly,
minor
amendments
to
the
constitution and secondly a
further expansion of the
Membership System which so
many of us are finding an
invaluable tool to assist in
contacting members.
Currently we only have one
vacancy on the Executive at
the next AGM, an elected
member, nominations for that
role must have been received
by the Secretary by 17 May
2021, it is a good way to find
out
more
about
your
Fellowship.

PRESIDENT
Bruce Wallace

President's Report
Dear Friends,

I hope you and your families
are keeping well. I am sad
that we have lost some of our
friends in ICFR during this
year of covid. I am sure you
Now for the formal bit:
will all join with Pat and I
sending our love and prayers
Trustees. Your Trustees are: to all those who have
President Bruce Wallace, suffered loss.
Secretary
Gerard Turley,
Treasurer Ted
Walmsley, I am writing this on Easter
Programme Secretary Tim weekend after finishing a
Sheppard
vaccination session. I had
lunch provided by the
Insurance.
Our
ACCEO Cowdry Estate, an Easter
Group Public Liability and All egg provide by the Coop
Risks
Insurance
through and
some
chocolates
Saffron Insurance Services provided by the chocolatiers
Limited will be renewed when in Petersfield.
due on 1st December 2020.
Hugh Bonneville (Downton
ACCEO.
Our
group Abbey) even managed to get
membership
of
the the Centre where I was
Association of Caravan and working into both the Daily
Camping
Exempt Mail and the Express. I
Organisations was renewed mention this as I know ICFR
on 1st January 2021 and members only read the
covers us for all of 2021.
Telegraph or the Times.
Natural
England.
Our
exemption Certificates are
valid until 1st November
2024.

Working with such generous
and caring people and
having so many patients very
grateful to be vaccinated
reminded me of ICFR and all
Rotary
Fellowships.
The of you.
annual return to RI has been
sent.
Summer 2021
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It does give me a great
sense of satisfaction to see
people’s joy at getting
vaccinated and the hope it
seems to give them. For me
it reminds me of the Easter
hope and the thought that we
may soon be going on rallies
and seeing you all.
Pat and I have missed you all
a great deal and it really
reminds us both of the joy
and fun we have when we
are together. Whether its
good or bad weather seems
to make no difference. Is that
a pun?
I still chuckle when on one
site with heavy rain our
caravan was surrounded by
water
much
to
the
embarrassment of the rally
marshal as we were the only
ones affected. They were
incredibly kind and even
offered to move us. The
following day we found a
yellow plastic duck floating
on our pond –very kindly put
there by Bill Leslie. Is that not
the spirit of our fellowship?
Fun and fellowship.?
Our foreign rallies have
again been postponed for
this year, as I write, but we
are now moving to an end of
lockdowns and rallies are
going ahead for this year.
Although it may seem very
quiet for most your executive
have been busy. You will
have seen updates on our
constitution. New ways to
book rallies on line, monthly
newsletters updating you,
changes to dates of the
Spring fellowship other rallies
dates altered and new ones
being offered.
If you look at the website
David Shaw has been busy
altering logos adding new
sections and updating rally
details and a host of other
amendments.
I get almost daily updates
from Tim Sheppard who has
Page 4

done amazing work on our
directory and linking details
to the website and making
bookings easier on line. You
can even see a list of the
rallies you have booked now
on line. Timjust amazing.
Thank you from us all.

remain with us in order to
keep in touch with friends
and enjoy that fellowship.
Some are able to join us at
our large rallies, and it is
really great to see them
there even without their
unit!

One of the long standing
problems
has
been
membership and how to get
new people to come to
rallies. Derek Rogers has led
a team looking into this and
produced some great ideas.

This I think is what makes
us a Fellowship – not just a
Caravanning Club!

I hope to see you ALL at the
Spring fellowship and some
of you may even want to stay
on a bit afterwards as the site
can accommodate some of
you if you let them know.

Having said this, our core
activity is of course rallying
– we need as many of our
members as possible to be
active in supporting the
rallies
that
Programme
Secretary Tim has put so
much effort into coordinating
and managing.

Clearly, the events of the
With every best wish, AND last 15 months have been
our hope to see you all soon. very challenging to us all –
established
and
newer
members.
PP Geoff, and
Bruce
current President Bruce
have both tried to ensure as
much cohesion as possible
with their ZOOM sessions –
and it has been great to see
so many of you getting
involved. Thank you Geoff
Derek Rogers
and Bruce for all of your
initiatives here.

VICE
PRESIDENT

This time of course has
been even more challenging
for many of our newer
members who have not yet
been able to attend many
rallies – and in some cases
not yet been able to attend
their first rally. They have
not been able to build up the
friendships that so many of
us take for granted now
within ICFR. At the end of
the day,
we need the
involvement of as many of
VP Report
our members as possible to
One
aspect
of
Rotary give us the vibrancy that we
Fellowship, to my mind, is need and enjoy.
that we have an ongoing
relationship
with
our A small number of the
members over many years. Officers have been working
We are really fortunate to on this aspect, and as a
have a good number of long result there are 2 initiatives
standing members who may that we are promoting.
no longer able to rally to the Firstly we are offering an
full extent but who wish to
Summer 2021
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MEMBERSHIP

incentive to recent new
members to get along to their
first rally – and this incentive
Katrina Lancaster
is open until the end of next
year as we are conscious
that
this
year’s
rally
programme is pretty full
already. But for all our newer
members – please note that
there is no limit on the
numbers who can attend the
(late) Spring Fellowship at
Frome in July,
or the
Autumn
Fellowship
at
Malvern in October.
Secondly we are asking our
local Area teams to find ways
to try to enhance the links
with our newer members –
trying to get them involved in
Area lunches or similar
Membership Report
events,
and working to
assign a “Buddy” for these Despite the lack of camping
newer members to extend opportunities we have 7 new
the Fellowship aspect of members. Please welcome:
ICFR.
Viv and Anna Williams
So if you are one of these
newer members – then it is Mim and Dave Piper
really great that you have
taken the time to read this Roger and Jean Phillips
report – please do get
engaged with us at the full Diane Meek
Rally events, and at local
Area events.
If a rally is We are looking forward to
marked as “Full” then please meeting you all on our
do contact the Rally Marshall forthcoming rallies.
as they will always try to see
if they can find room for Our new membership system
another unit. (Not always is hard at work recording
possible I fear due to your bookings for rallies.
restrictions on spaces that Don’t forget that there is a
sites may be willing to give tab for My Rallies which will
us, or room space or similar show you all your bookings
– but please always ask!).
and links to rally details.
And if you are one of our
seasoned
ralliers,
then At Spring Fellowship I shall
please do look out for newer be offering a few dropin
members and ensure that sessions if you need help
they have the welcome that I with using the membership
know you are superb at system and perhaps also a
providing and which our general session on basic use
Fellowship offers at both of the websites.
Rally events and local Area
events.
Don’t forget to encourage
your fellow Rotarians who
To one and all – newer or caravan
to
become
established – do enjoy safely members, and indeed, your
the opportunities to be back family.
on the road.
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FINANCE
Ted Walmsley

Treasurer's Report
I am pleased to report that
our funds are in good shape.
We had a surplus for the
year of £2552. Most of the
income this year was from
Subscriptions.
The accumulated funds as at
31st
December
were
£23,636.
Obviously our expenditure
was very small, but we did
take the opportunity to
upgrade the I T software,
thereby producing a more
comprehensive website.
We also provided Christmas
Greetings in News & Views
at no cost to members, a
nice gesture suggested by
our Editor.
Finally I would like to thank
Michael Segon for auditing
our books again this year.
The audit was completed by
mid
January, showing a
clean bill of health.
Thanks also to the Executive
of ICFR for this enjoyable
job, especially in Lockdown.
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I.T.
SECRETARY
David Shaw

IT Secretary Report
Well what a strange year for
us all, but things seem to be
looking up. This year I have
made a few minor tweaks to
the new website and have
been monitoring visits to the
old site which I am pleased
to announce had its last
visitor on the 4th of
November; this site will
eventually fade away when
the address expires. One of
the tweaks I made is to the
menu tabs at the top of each
page, some of the tabs have
a down arrow to the right,
hovering over this will cause
a sub menu to appear which
gives access to other pages I
did this to declutter the
menu tabs, so if a page
seems to have disappeared
have a look in the sub
menus.
The new site has much the
same content as the old one
that you have all become
familiar with over the years I
didn’t think members would
appreciate a radical change
to the way information is
accessed. The calendars that
are now linked directly to the
database created by Tim and
Katrina are working smoothly
even
though
the
rally
programme has seen many
postponements
and
cancellations.
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You all now have access to
your records on the database
https://www.icfruk.org/
at
loginentry.asp where you can
update all your details. One
or two members used the
contact page when they
needed help accessing the
Membership
System.
I
forwarded these cries for
help to Katrina who quickly
resolved
them.
Please
continue to use the contact
page if you need help or to
contact any of our executive
committee members.
The website still has Pages
and Posts, the difference
being that on Posts I can
allow members to post
comments. I have made a
Post called Your Views
where you can air your views
on anything to do with ICFR.
WordPress allows me to set
a rating for comments
posted. I considered PG
suitable for audiences older
than 13 but I considered this
might be too mature for most
of our members so in the end
decided on rating G suitable
for all audiences! In any
event when anyone post a
comment WordPress send
me
the
comment
for
moderation, I can then
approve
or
reject
the
comment. There have only
been a few posts this year
but that isn’t so surprising
because of the lack of
activity. So now we can get
posting on Your Views page
once we get out and about.
There are links to our
Facebook pages monitored
by Gerard which now has
130 members listed.
As always, I do appreciate
feedback on any aspect of
the website, whether it is
something that may not be
working
properly
or
something you would like me
to add or change about the
website. I hope you are
reading this from your copy
downloaded from the N&Vs
page.
Summer 2021

PROGRAMME
SECRETARY
Tim Sheppard

Programme Secretary
Report
Once again, I seem to be
spending my time cancelling
rallies rather than helping
arrange them – this is not
what I signed up for when I
took on this role !
Regrettably,
Government's
roadmap out of lockdown has
meant we have had to cancel
the Heart of Wiltshire and
Usk rallies, but Secret
Staffordshire is going ahead
with new dates, as is Spring
Fellowship.
I am delighted that Norman &
Vera Fryer, ably supported by
David & Jeanne Shaw, are
running the Pinvin rally as an
addition to our 2021 calendar
– this was planned as a Moot
with a minimal programme,
but because it is based at a
CL and needs our Exemption
Certificate in order to have
more than 5 units, we have
to run it as a rally with the full
booking process.
After much soul searching,
Katrina and I have again
postponed
our
World's
Largest Rally to Europe. It
was just too big a risk to be
hit with an £1810 charge per
person for 10 days locked up
in a hotel. Many have rolled
over their application to next
year, but there is room for
NEWS & VIEWS

others to join us late August
to mid September for the
Dusseldorf Show and the
dahlia
parade
in
the
Netherlands.
Whilst many UK rallies are
full, there are still places on
the Bradwell rally and of
course Spring Fellowship is
unlimited, so we hope to see
as many of you there as
possible.
The
Covid
Vaccine
programme seems to be
progressing well and after
being locked down for so
long, I am sure we are all
keen to get out in our vans
and make the most of the UK
this year. It would be great to
have a few more rallies in the
programme so if you have an
idea for one, please do let
me know about it.
The success of those rallies
that did happen last year
proved that not every rally
needs a massive programme
of events, an opportunity to
get together and enjoy some
fun and fellowship with some
ideas on where to visit in the
locality works extremely well.

PUBLIC IMAGE &
MARKETING
Jeremy Wyman

Marketing Report
We continue to look forward
to
meeting
everyone,
particularly those for the first
time, when we are able to
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Rally again. Our motorhome
is locked in storage and it is
a challenge to get access to
it. We need to have it ready
in May when we have a new
floor being laid in our house.
We plan to live on the drive 
our first trip since last
September!
We have been building, more
accurately paying others to
build, a small extension. We
have been influenced in our
decorating by Biophilia a
something you feel when you
are at one with nature.
I have been influenced by a
former work colleague Paul
Brannen who was an MEP
for five years and sat on the
Agriculture committee with a
focus on Forestry. Paul drew
my attention to the impact we
are having on the planet by
building
in
Steel
and
Concrete
and
the
opportunities,
now
for
example to build very tall
buildings out of wood. Since
Elizabethan times we have
been storing carbon in our
buildings but we probably
now need to get back to old
ways to protect our planet.
What is most interesting is
the impact on wellbeing
when surrounded by wood
and being able to see natural
scenes.

You may have seen scenes
inside
the
Nightingale
hospital in London. You may
not have noticed the large
pictures beside each bed
with scenes of trees and the
great outdoors. It is a
measured fact that patients
recovering
in
hospital
recover more quickly, have
better pain management and
lower blood pressure if they
are able to look at scenes
from nature when compared,
for example a concrete
building.
So as we look forward to
meeting again and pitching
Summer 2021

on a grass field remember
that science is behind that
feeling of well being that we
derive from such settings.
Add in the Fellowship and
you can’t go wrong!

UK RALLIES
2021
Leek Moot
6th to 9th June is
back on the Calendar
A Moot [not a formal rally] at
Leek Camping and Caravan
Club Site, Blackshaw Grang,
in the Peak District. Anyone
wishing to join should make
their own booking. No formal
programme, we’ll all decide
as we go. However anyone
wishing to join us should
simply let us know that they
intend being there. Essential
that they have emergency
details in their van either the
Message in a Bottle scheme
or emergency details pinned
to the inside of the Unit’s
wardrobe. Dog friendly site.
A walker’s paradise.

Book directly with site and
inform Moot Marshals by
Telephone or email.
Moot Marshals Bruce and
Susan Liddle.
There were 10 places on this
Moot

Chichester Choices
17th to 23rd June
Bruce and Pat Wallace ,
John and June Bumfrey with
Jeremy and Janet Wyman
invite you to join them on
their Rally and to enjoy the
many interesting places that
can be found near to our
Page 7

lovely site at Ellscott Park.
It is a family owned site in 8
acres of level countryside
and has electric hook up,
modern toilets and showers,
together with facilities for the
disabled. The site welcomes
dogs and has a large field
where they can be safely
exercised.
The site is close to many
beaches and the harbour
and is a short drive to the
centre of Chichester with its
historic Cathedral. Other
places of interest include
Arundel with its Castle,
Goodwood House, Amberley
Museum, Petworth House,
and
the
Weald
and
Downland Open Air Museum.
Rally Marshals and Booking
Officers
John
&
June
Bumfrey
There are 15 places on this
rally.

Super Sussex Seaside
23rd to 30th June
Come and join us for a week
in glorious June at this 5star
and 5pennant touring park
amidst 22 acres of peaceful
countryside in rural East
Sussex yet only 2 miles from
Cooden Beach and within 11
miles of Bexhill, Hastings and
Eastbourne. There are many
local places of interest to
enjoy
including
Herstmonceux Castle, Battle
Abbey (EH), Pashley Manor
Gardens, Old Hastings Town
& Fishing Quarter, Batemans
(NT), Great Dixter House &
Gardens, plus an abundance
of restaurants and hostelries.
Rally Marshal Geoff Bell
Booking Officer Maddy Bell
There are 15 places on this
rally.

Pinvin
24th to 29th June

There are 10 places on this
Rally

on worth while visits. In fact
in the area there is so much
todo five days isn’t enough.
Because of the Covid 19
Pandemic we have been
unable
to
formulate
a
programme for this rally but
we do have the rally field
booked, arranged a fish and
chip supper and have a
provisional booking for a
evening Rally dinner albeit
with only an approximate
cost for the meal at this
stage. Hopefully we will have
a rally visit, a roving
hospitality evening and our
usual get togethers on the
rally field. Of course none of
us are sure what 2021 will
bring and what restrictions
will be in place but at the
very least we hope we can
meet on the rally field even at
a distance of 2 metres! We
would be grateful that if you
wish to join us in Netley that
you fill in the booking form,
indicating the events you are
interested in but only sending
us the money for the site and
rally fees at this stage. When
we
have
finalised
the
programme we will contact
you with details and for the
balance of the costs.

Netley Abbey
30th June to 5th July

Rally Marshals Ron Collins
Booking Officers Gwyn &
Eileen Weallans

Rally Marshals Ron and Jan
and their assistants Gwyn
and Eileen welcome you to a
return rally at Sunnydale
Touring Park, Netley Abbey,
Southampton. SO31 8GD.
This touring park is only 5
mins from the M27 J8 and is
an ideal location for visiting
maritime Southampton, just 3
miles away. Less than 20
miles
away
along
the
motorway there is the New
Forest,
Historic
Naval
Portsmouth and King Alfred’s
Winchester. On the doorstep
there is also the picturesque
village of Hamble.

There are 12 places on this
rally.

This was planned as a Moot
but because the site is a CL
we have to run it as a rally to
comply with our Exemption
Certificate. Please fill in the
Booking form online. Hyde
Farm Camping and Caravan
Club site approved. 10
pitches with electrics have
been reserved, other pitches
without
electrics
are
available if required. There
will be the usual morning
coffee ‘Moots’ with the
addition of early evening
drinks ‘Moots’ to chat about
the day and plans for the
‘morrow’ This will be a
relaxed and relaxing “Rally”.
There will be no organised
programme but Norman and
Vera have compiled a list of
visits and activities which you
can viewed online.
Rally Marshals Norman &
Vera
Fryer
&
Booking
Officers David & Jeanne
Shaw

We will have many brochures
of popular destinations as
well as our own suggestions
Page 8
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Llangollen
Eisteddfod
5th to 12th July
The Llangollen Rally will be
centred on the Caravan &
Motorhome Club site at Chirk
from 5th to 12th July 2021.
There
are
still
places
available.
This rally will provide the
opportunity to visit the
outstandingly
beautiful
Berwyn
Mountains,
the
Ceiriog and Dee Valleys and
places further west such as
NEWS & VIEWS

Bala and Lake Vyrnwy. There
are National Trust properties
at Erddig near Wrexham and
Powys
Castle
near
Welshpool as well as Chirk
Castle, with its extensive
grounds and gardens within
comfortable walking distance
of the site. Chirk Aqueduct
carries the Llangollen and
Shropshire
Union
Canal
across the Ceiriog, a fast
flowing tributary of the Dee.
The towpath runs close to the
site and provides a short,
easy route to a nearby pub
as well as a level cycle route
to
Llangollen
and
the
Horseshoe Falls in the lovely
Dee valley. The Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct, a World Heritage
site, is a few miles to the
north.
The
attractive
cathedral city of Chester is
an hour’s drive away. There
are
numerous
visitor
attractions within easy reach
of the site as well as
delightful countryside views
such as the spectacular
Pistyll Rhaeadr waterfalls at
Llanrhaeadr ym Mochnant in
the Berwyns.
As you know, this rally was
originally intended to enable
ICFR members to attend the
Llangollen
International
Musical Eisteddfod and the
dates were chosen to cover
the Eisteddfod period and
provide additional time for the
traditional fish & chips on the
first evening and a farewell
dinner on the last. The
Eisteddfod
has
been
postponed for a further year
and this year’s rally will be
subject to restrictions in place
at the time. Nevertheless,
provisional
arrangements
have been made for a
farewell
dinner
at
the
renowned Hand Hotel in
Llanarmon whilst fish & chips
and an Asian restaurant are
to be found in Chirk itself.
Rally Marshal and Booking
Officer Alan Kemp
There are 18 places on this
rally.
NEWS & VIEWS

Secret Staffordshire
8th to 13th July
Haughton Village is on the
border of Staffordshire and
Shropshire, 4 miles from
Stafford.
Visit
beautiful
gardens, ( Trentham and
Shugborough),
historical
sites,
Cannock
Chase,
Cosford
RAF
Museum,
Wedgewood etc. Red Lion
Farm is well known for it’s
home made ice cream, cafe,
farm shop and animals.
Rally Marshal Paul Sharman
Booking Officer Paul Quinlan
There are 12 places on this
rally.

Spring Fellowship
15th to 20th July
A
Booking
Form
and
Provisional Programme is
enclosed with this mailing.
When you apply you will be
asked to pay a deposit of £50
which will be refunded if the
rally is cancelled. Payment
details can be found on the
enclosed Booking Form and
also on the Membership
System rally page.
Rally Marshal Phil Cary,
Assistant Rally Marshal &
Booking
Officer
George
Horsfield.

Open Gardens. Explore the
village with its views across
the Hope Valley to see the 4
decorated Wells and enjoy
refreshments
in
the
Methodist
Chapel
(great
cakes!!).
Bradwell
Open
Gardens will enable us to
see how people garden
when nothing is flat! See the
dams
used
by
the
Dambusters
for
target
practice prior to the famous
raid. We hope to visit the
UK’s largest cement works,
Bakewell Market and the
Sheffield
Museums.
Chatsworth, Hardwick Hall
and Haddon Hall are just a
short drive away.

We are running the rally for
the whole of our Carnival
week with the Carnival
Parade on the first Saturday
and Open Gardens on the
second Saturday. There is
more than enough to fill the
whole 9 days, but we are
quite happy if you can only
come for part of the rally or
just the weekends. Because
of the carnival, this is a peak
week for the site and we
have to pay a deposit in
December to reserve the
pitches so the Apply to Join
Rally page will ask you to
pay a £25 deposit with your
application.

There is no limit to the Rally Marshals & Booking
number of places on this Officers Tim Sheppard &
Katrina Lancaster.
rally.

Bradwell (WWH)

There are 20 places on this
rally.

30th July to 9th
August
A 10 night rally based in our
home village of Bradwell, at
the Eden Tree Caravan Park
in the Derbyshire Peak
District in Carnival Week with
the 4 Well Dressings and
Summer 2021
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Autumn Fellowship
7th to 12th October
Dear ICFR Colleague
Together
with
President
Bruce and Pat, Derek Rogers
and I will be delighted to
welcome you to your 2021
Autumn Fellowship Rally
when we will be returning to
The
Three
Counties
Showground, which we first
visited in 2018! In planning
the rally, we have received
the
utmost
help
and
consideration
from
the
Showground team all of
which augers well for another
enjoyable few days in the
shadow of the Malvern Hills.
Our rally field has serviced
facilities, with 16 amp, and a
few 8amp hook ups and a
dog walking area adjacent to
the site. And, subject to
recognizing that there are
some
weaker
reception
areas
across
the
showground, there’s WiFi
too!
Once again, the Teme Hall,
which is less than 250m from
our site, will be our dining
and meeting venue.
In addition to some excellent
entertainment,
we
have
arranged a group visit to
Elgar’s birthplace which we
hope will be of interest to you
all. Full details accompany
this, your invitation to join our
2021
ICFR
Autumn
Fellowship Rally. A booking
form will follow in due course.
Together
with
President
Bruce and Pat, and the ICFR
Executive Committee, Derek
and I very much look forward
to your company in October.
Rally Marshal Alan Martin
Assistant Rally marshal &
Booking
Officer
Derek
Rogers
There is no limit to the
number on this Rally.
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Autumn Tints
13th to 19th October

is
As
the
programme
provisional, is a guesstimate
of other costs to the rally.
Those who have booked on
the rally will be contacted by
email as soon as the menu
We hope the regular ralliers choices and final prices are
and some newer ones will available.
join us to see the magnificent
Autumn Tints in the beautiful Rally Marshals Peter &
Elizabeth
Downham,
Lake District.
Assistant Rally Marshal &
This rally has taken place for Booking Officer Chris Wood
many
years,
but
the
programme
has
been There are 25 places on this
changed slightly this year rally.
and we are visiting two new
Garden of England
venues. On Saturday night it
will be The Bryce Institute
where we will be entertained
3rd to 10th
by Fiona Hanlon, a popular
November
local singer. Also, the final
rally meal has been changed Broadhembury Caravan and
to lunchtime at Carus Green Camping Park is a 5 star
Golf Club so we can take Best of British park in the
advantage of the fabulous heart of the Kent countryside
views from the dining room in near Ashford and offers the
the daylight. As you see advantage of a comfortable
there is plenty of free time to heated function room to
have walks in the beauty of accommodate our social
the Lake District in autumn gatherings. The location is
but also for Fellowship and just 10 minutes from the M20
visits to the many attractions Motorway (Junction 10) and
around. There is Blackwell ideal for visiting Canterbury,
House at Bowness, designed Faversham, Tenterden, the
in the Arts & Crafts style by Cinque Ports of Dover,
Baillie Scott, and well worth a Hythe, New Romney & Rye,
visit. Brantwood House, the plus Folkestone and other
home of John Ruskin, the areas of the Kent Coast. The
famous writer, artist and rally will offer a Coach Trip to
social reformer, offers a France from & to our
fascinating insight into his Campsite via Eurotunnel
world. Alternatively have a Shuttle for those who wish to
cruise on Lake Windermere, sample the delights of a
visit the famous Lakeland French lunch together with
homeware and kitchenware shopping, a guided walk in
shop in Windermere or the Hythe plus 2 or 3 Free days
Lakes
Distillery
near with lots of ideas of where to
Bassenthwaite Lake where visit. A lunch and a dinner at
England’s award winning local hostelries will be
whisky is being distilled.
organised and a variety of
evening
gettogethers
The Windermere site is including the everpopular
between popular Bowness Hospitality in Vans. Come
onWindermere
and
the and join us in the Garden of
bustling market town of England!
Kendal. Its location makes it
ideal for exploring the varied Rally Marshals Geoff &
attractions of the southern Maddy Bell. Booking Officer
Lake District. There are Paula Howard.
many
walks
from
the
campsite
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This rally was postponed in 2020,
members who were booked on
that rally will be able to confirm
their place from 1st November
2020, any places remaining will
be available to book on the 1st
December 2020.

FOREIGN
RALLIES
2021

There are 15 places on this Rally.

And now for some light relief:

Namibia 2022
29th May to 19th June

Some typing errors from church Similar programme to 2020/21 cancelled rally. Watch this
notices:
space, those booked on 2020 rally will have priority for
bookings, if they are not taken up these places will be
•The outreach committee has available.
enlisted 25 visitors to make calls
on people who are not afflicted Rally Marshal and Booking Officer John Sadler
with any church.
There are 12 places on this rally.
•The audience is asked to remain
seated until the end of the
recession.
•Ushers will eat latecomers.
•The third verse of Blessed
Assurance will be sung without
musical accomplishment.
•The missionary from Africa
speaking at Calvary Memorial
Church in Racine: Name: Bertha
Belch. Announcement: “Come
tonight and hear Bertha Belch all
the Way from Africa.”
•Due to the Rector’s illness,
Wednesday’s healing services
will be discontinued until further
notice.
•The music for today’s service
was all composed by George
Friedrich Handel in celebration of
the 300th anniversary of his birth.

Worlds Largest 2022
POSTPONED From 2021
24th August to 6th September 2022

Those members already booked on the 2021 rally will
have their places reserved on this rally, any places not
taken up by these members will be made available to
book.
This 13 night rally incorporates 2 events that claim to be
the World’s Largest, Corso Zundert (the World’s Largest
Flower Parade and the Dusseldorf Caravan Salon (The
World’s Largest Caravan and Motorhome Show). We start
in Echternach, the oldest town in Luxemburg for 5 nights.
We then travel in convoy to the Dusseldorf Caravan Salon
for 3 nights on the showground camping area, where
vans are parked in rows with communal dining between
rows. Visit the show (it makes the the NEC look like a
country fair!) or take the free shuttle bus to the city centre
and explore Dusseldorf. Our final destination is De Heen
in the Netherlands where we will visit Corso Zundert.

•Remember in prayer the many
who are sick of our church and
community.
Rally Marshal and Booking Officers Tim Sheppard &
Katrina Lancaster
•Barbara C. remains in the
hospital and needs blood donors
for more transfusions. She is
also having trouble sleeping and There are 14 places on this rally.
requests tapes of Pastor Jack’s
sermons.
•Alan and Shirley Foster will
welcome prayers for the girth of
their third child.
NEWS & VIEWS
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Holy Roman Empire
2nd to 16th September
Postponed Until 2022
Enjoy the glorious landscapes and the picturesque medieval
towns and villages of two areas of the former Holy Roman
Empire, one in France and one in Germany. Our first site will
be on the edge of the Vosges mountains in Alsace and our
visit is timed to coincide with the wonderful Pfifferdaj festival
in Ribeauvillé. The second site in the Liebliches Taubertal
between Bad Mergentheim and Rothenburg ob der Tauber
will allow us to explore the northern part of the famous
“Romantische Strasse” which links beautiful towns and
villages from Wurzburg to the Alps.

RALLY
REPORTS
Sadly there is nothing to report.

Welcome to the
following new
members:
Viv & Anna Williams
South Central

Note from Tim Sheppard:
IMPORTANT UPDATE ON MOTORHOME TRAVEL LAW IN
FRANCE FROM 1st JANUARY 2021
The new Blind Spot Regulation in France requires warning
stickers to be placed on motorhomes over 3.5 tonnes. Failure
to do so could lead to fines between 135 and 750 euros.
If you search for ‘motorhome over 3.5ton blind spot warning in
france’ you will find further information.

1. Secure your windows and doors
You should make sure the basics are covered before you do anything else. This means
doublechecking all the windows and doors are locked whenever you leave your caravan.
Additionally, you must regularly check the locks are in full working order and get them fixed as
soon as possible if they’re not.

Rally Marshal and Booking Officer Colin Bradford
There are 15 places on this rally.

Here are 7 caravan theft prevention tips from Neighbourhood
Watch Scotland

Mim & Dave Piper
East Midlands
Roger & Jean Phillips
East Midlands
Diane Meek
South East

For added peace of mind, you can install additional overlocks such these will further
decrease the likelihood of a successful breakin.

2. Secure your towing hitch
Hitch locks are one of the most popular caravan security devices around – and with good
reason. If you don’t have a hitch lock, anybody could hitch their car to your caravan and drive
it away. As you can imagine, they’re an essential piece of kit.
Hitch locks are a minimum requirement for most caravan insurance companies. If you’re
unsure as to whether yours is an approved lock, you should check this with your insurer.
Once you have one of these, always make sure it’s locked except when hitching to and from
your car. Once you’ve unhitched or hitched, reattach it. You can never be too cautious.

3. Secure your wheels
Another obvious choice to prevent the theft of your beloved touring caravan is a wheel clamp.
This does exactly what it says on the tin – it locks your wheel to prevent the caravan from
being towed away.
As with hitchlocks, wheel clamps are required by many insurers as a condition of your policy,
and we are among them.
As you’re no doubt already aware, you need to properly secure any locks before using them.

4. Get an alarm
There’s a fair amount of overlap between caravan security and general home security. After
all, your caravan is your home away from home. That’s why an alarm is just as essential for
your caravan as it is for a house or flat.
The caravan industry has come up with some ingenious alarms, from internal motion sensor
to tilt detection alarms. It's quite simple – the more sophisticated the alarm, the greater the
chance of deterring a thief.

5. Store your caravan in a secure location
If you have a tourer, we recommend you take the following steps:

Thanks to Tim Sheppard for providing this information

Lock it to a security post at your home
Park it nosefirst to your house so that thieves can’t easily hitch it to their car
Remove all valuables from the caravan to minimise the cost of a breakin
Leave the curtains open with no contents in sight to show there is nothing worth stealing left
inside
Page 12
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6. Discreet property marking

In Memoriam

Although marking your caravan won’t prevent it from being stolen, it will increase the chances
of it being recovered.
Anne Roberts

North Wales

January 2021

Brian Froggatt

N. West Midlands

January 2021

Mary Halliwell

Scotland & N.E.

February 2021

All caravans manufactured after 2016 come equipped with a VIN chip. However, if your
caravan was manufactured before 2016, you can order one from CRiS here. We recommend
putting a sticker in your window highlighting the fact your caravan is CRiS registered, as this
again may deter potential thieves.

Don Lewis

S. West Midlands

February 2021

John Neave

North Wales

February 2021

Tim Waller

South West

February 2021

You could also look to register your caravan ownership on a general property registration
website like Immobilise. This online checking service is used thousands of times each day by
UK Police forces to trace owners of lost and stolen property.

Patricia Jeffrey

District 1120

July 2020

Gwen Maynard

N.W. Midlands

April 2020

Trevor Roberts

North West

October 2020

Philip Wilson

S.E. West

January 2020

Michael Wood

North West

June 2020

Investing in a VIN chip kit for your caravan means the police can identify you as the owner if
it’s recovered after being stolen. A VIN chip uses markings containing a caravan’s unique
CRiS number (Central Registration & Identification Scheme), to keep a centrally accessible
record of your caravan ownership.

7. Invest in a tracking device
Tracking devices are probably the most hightech security measure on this list and are a great
addition to your caravan’s defences.

Obituary

Once fitted, a tracker allows you to pinpoint exactly where your caravan is at all times on a
map, typically via a phone app or computer program. Some trackers even come equipped
with alerts when they detect movement, so you’ll be informed the second something
suspicious occurs. This means you can inform the police immediately.
Trackers drastically increase the chances of your caravan being recovered after being stolen.
Therefore, it’s a good idea to display a sticker in the window of your caravan to notify potential
thieves that your caravan has a tracker installed.

Thank you to Colin Bradford for submitting this information.

A Little Ginger Bread Snippet from Maureen Dungworth NE Midlands
I decided to do something diﬀerent on 2nd January following Christmas and New Year and started to make
Ginger Bread Men. A�er turning the oven on, I measured the ingredients and started mixing, followed by rolling
the pastry out when the telephone rang. It was a life‐long friend ringing with good wishes for 2021. We were
having a good na�er when there was an almighty bang, more like an explosion. Malcolm came running in
wondering whatever I had done! I abandoned my friend and found that the oven had exploded.
We carefully opened the main oven and found that the inner glass had sha�ered leaving minute pieces of glass
all in the oven and the oven itself was red hot. We turned the oven oﬀ and le� it to cool down.
My next problem was what to do with the uncooked pastry ginger bread men ‐ I couldn’t waste it. I soon
remembered that our motorhome was at the bo�om of the drive having brought it home from the farm where
we used to keep it. Malcolm was put on duty to connect the gas cylinder and soon we had the oven lit.
Although we live in a bungalow there is a garage on the ground ﬂoor and we have 14 steps to go up and down.
In addi�on the weather had changed and we had a heavy drizzle to cope with. I persevered and eventually,
a�er carrying the pastry wrapped in baking sheets up and down the steps, I can proudly say I had 36 cooked
ginger bread men.
We had a new oven in less than a week and I’m pleased to say Malcolm enjoyed ea�ng the ginger bread men.

BRIAN FROGGATT FONDLY REMEMBERED
As many members will be aware Brian, a long standing member of ICFR, died on 7th January2021 a day before
his 89th birthday.
Brian was a quiet unassuming man and possibly many, par�cularly newer members, are not aware of Brian and
his wife’s contribu�ons to ICFR.
Brian and Barbara joined ICFR in 1992 as totally novice caravanners, but despite this they were soon fully
involved in the ac�vi�es of ICFR
Brian was an ac�ve member of the District Commi�ee serving for many years as Treasurer and as Dis�rct
Chairman. Brian acted as Treasurer not only for the District but also for several major rallies, AGMs at Stra�ord
etc. He also served as Na�onal Treasurer for three years.
Brian and Barbara organised and ran several very successful rallies in the District, at Ha�on, Warwick Trout
Farm and three in the Charlo�e area.
He was a dedicated member of the Rotary Club of Warwick Avon where he was President, Secretary and, for
many years, Treasurer. He was awarded a Paul Harris Fellowship for his excep�onal contribu�on to Water Aid.
Edna and I met Brian and Barbara in France in 1994 on one of Jim Lyddons many overseas rallies and we have
been good friends ever since.
I am sure many of you, like Edna and I, have many good memories of caravanning with Brian and Barbara at
home and abroad and will mourn his passing. He was a very kind, friendly man ‐ well liked by all those who
knew him.
He will be missed greatly by Barbara and his family, his many, many friends and Edna and I.
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Memories of the Family Rally
Those who have over the years a�ended the Family Rally will have been sad to learn that following
two years where Covid has prevented it being run, together with other compelling personal reasons,
Judy and Clive have felt they are unable to con�nue to run it.
The Family rally started in 1987 on the Gower Peninsular. According to my friend Mike Brooks “It all
started when my fellow Rotarian and neighbour went to an ICFR rally at Monmouth mee�ng up with
my parents. Many people were shocked that there were children at an ICFR rally. So, Tudor & Lucy
Venn, and myself and Sue with our families decided to hold a rally with children in mind. We were
pleased at the response but disappointed that the grandparents brought their grandchildren!!!! But it
was a great response, and you know the rally lasted so long.”
Mike has only recently le� my Rotary Club (Rotary Swansea) which had amalgamated three clubs
including his original Gower and Llwchwr Rotary Club. Chris and myself moved to Gower in 1986 and
my journey to work passed the ﬁeld at Fairwood Corner Farm where the rally was ini�ally held. I have
o�en wondered if one of the groups I saw there were in fact ICFR.
Judy Maynard tells me “The Rally soon built up a large following and a�er 11 years on Gower it
survived a move across the Bristol Channel to eventuallt se�le at the the superb site at Blackford.
The programme has changed very li�le since the ﬁrst rally ‐ a varied mix of social events, visits,
compe��ons and plenty of free �me to explore the surrounding area, catering for all ages from 9
months to 99!”
Over the last few years a�endance has reduced and the cancella�on, together with so many others, of
the Rally in 2020 means that the 2019 rally, its 23rd consecu�ve rally, was to be its last. I remember
rallies with well over 30 units and all those Grandchildren but by 2019 we were down to 14 units
which did not really generate enough income for the Hugh Sexey Middle School in whose grounds we
camped and whose pool, shower and toilet facili�es were so useful.
The Family Rally was unique for so many reasons. Chris�ne and I were lucky enough to enjoy 11
wonderful rallies there as one set of grandchildren became too old another set stepped in.
As Judy said the Rally was a combina�on of ac�vi�es but also gave quality �me with grandchildren.
Par�cularly nice for those like us who live too far from grandchildren to see them as o�en as we would
like.
As with all rallies it is the hard work of the Rally Marshal which makes the rally and as we saw over
those 11 years few worked as hard as Judy, la�erly joined and ably assisted by Clive. But I suppose
what made the Rally par�cularly excep�onal was the way that others joined in with the arrangements.
Judy did all the hard work before, but a team of willing volunteers joined in to do everything from
opening the Swimming Pool in the morning to clearing up at night.
Rallying is all about mee�ng strangers who become friends and many of my memories of the family
rally are all about people. Back in 2008 when we went to the opening Cheese Evening, Brian Williams,
at that �me Secretary of my district, said with a glint in his eye that he wanted to introduce me to his
favourite girl. Not Bunny on this occasion but Katy the excellent Thatchers Cider provided by Judy. I fell
in love and enjoyed her company for the next 11 years.
In the early years when we were there Jeﬀ and Jean Powell used to help out and a�er Geoﬀ died Don
and Paula Howard and Peter and Sylvia Skerre� were major forces ac�ng as Assistant Rally Marshals
and general helpers. I well remember one Sunday morning when I had taken on the task of trying to
control the paper boys and girls when I was severely told oﬀ by a very bleary‐eyed Peter who had been
awoken by his granddaughter because I had started the papers too early, and she had missed out on
the chance to take part. But normally Peter was always the one willing to help. Someone lost the top
to their toilet casse�e down the deep manhole used for black water and Peter spent ages retrieving it
with the help of a couple of bamboo canes only to lose his own down there a day or two later. If I
remember correctly as well as helping, Don’s speciality was to lead the BBQ team. I tried to join many
�mes, but it was a closed shop. A�er Don, Derrick Sanders took over and I was allowed to join on the
clear understanding that I was an appren�ce only. I must have passed because in the last couple of
years Richard Swainston and myself did it as a double act with Mike Shillitoe assis�ng. Actually, Mike
and Nan were amazing turning up to help without children as did David and Ann Cooper even when
they had no children to bring.
Everyone helped out on the Rally even though they s�ll had to keep an eye on those grandchildren. I
think in our �me the record for the maximum number of grandchildren in one group must go the
Derek and Sheila Sanders who seemed to have an unlimited supply.
Gill Rogers did an excep�onal job running the Sports Day for many years ably assisted by Derek who
used his engineering skills to construct all sorts of devices to be used in the games.
Arthur Marrow was another stalwart who even a�er his grandchildren were too old, arrived with
necessary equipment to become Mr Pancake Man. The children loved those pancakes but trying to
Page 16
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ensure that there was an even distribu�on was a nightmare. I know, I tried a couple of �mes.
Tradi�onal ICFR hospitality was diﬃcult at the rally with the responsibility of the children but a
highlight for me was to walk past Peter Jennings’s caravan. He always insisted I take a break and join
him in a very welcome beer leaving Chris�ne to wonder where Grandad had got to.
At one �me the rally used two party tents and they were used for cra� a�ernoons with talented
members sharing their abili�es
with the youngsters. There was
also some�mes a Bitch and
S�tch organised by Ann Jones, as
long as granddads were capable
of looking a�er the youngsters
for an hour or two.
Many of the ac�vi�es were like
the old days that the
grandparents remembered. The
isolated loca�on and the school
grounds meant that, within
limits, the children could make
their own fun. There was a
swimming
pool
where
supervision was rigidly enforced
but otherwise bikes could be
ridden on tarmac or grass, tennis
could be played on the courts,
football kickabouts and tag, kite
ﬂying, and too many more to
Many
youngsters
men�on.
learnt to ride or swim during the
rally.
There
were
also
other
volunteers prepared to willingly
give of their �me. Rex Andrew
arranging Croquet and recycling,
Jenny Rice supervising Dominos,
Geraldine Beaurain taking on
Sports day a�er Gill, Jacqueline
Greenﬁeld administering First
Aid and oh so many more.
The Family rally was not only a
feast of fun for the children but
a feast of food for all directed by
Judy but with others chipping in.
Always Cheese on the ﬁrst night,
a Fish and Chip night, the BBQ of
course with wonderful, minted
lamb, and burgers and sausages
and for breakfast Bacon Baps. The Rally ﬁnished oﬀ with a hog roast on the last night followed by an
Ice Cream for desert. Oh and of course Ice cream for the children a�er the Sandcastle compe��on,
and I could not forget the cream teas with scones provided by Judy’s mum. All held in the open of
course unless the weather was absolutely impossible when Chris the caretaker allowed use of the
canteen.
As well as providing all the food Judy also managed to ﬁnd an appropriate gi� for each child who
a�ended and on the last night provided a bag of goodies for the Paper boys and girls, and even a few
chocolate ‘Thank You’ medallions for some of the adults.
In case you haven’t realised I will miss the Family Rally but I hope my musings have brought back
memories to those who went.
Finally, but most importantly thank you Judy and Clive for all these wonderful memories. It was my
pleasure when President to award (on behalf of Peter and myself) the Sutcliﬀe Salver to Judy and Clive.
It was hard won and well deserved.
Gerard Turley
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ICFR DEFIBRILLATOR

The short article below was written by David King, Editor of our Rotary magazine, in reply to several
members' comments about the negative impact of producing printed material.

Rotary magazine, why print matters and our environmental impact

At the ICFR Exec meeting, held during the Autumn Fellowship last year, it was agreed that
ICFR should have a defibrillator available for loaning to Rally Marshals when one is not
readily available near their rally site. This piece of equipment should be considered ‘Nice to
have but not essential’ by Rally Marshals.

You will not be surprised that I receive a fair few le�ers from Rotarians each week.

The defibrillator is available to Rally Marshals via the Programme Secretary Tim Sheppard.

One Rotarian wrote recently: "Had to laugh. The address slip with December’s Rotary magazine made great
play of its environmental creden�als and the use of a fully recyclable magazine pack.

To help members overcome any anxiety they may have about using the defibrillator Bruce
(and his wife Sue) have agreed to undertake some Resuscitation Training Sessions at the
various rallies they attend. Mike and Barbara Segon’s son Andrew did a session at the Barney
rally in December last year which members found very useful.

"If you are so keen on preserving the planet, why on earth print the magazine at all?"

Included in this NEWS & VIEWS is a copy of a mnemonic which you may find helpful.

He is not alone, since I have received similar le�ers.
Many prefer to access Rotary magazine online, which is fantas�c. We have a dynamic digital pla�orm which
serves Rotary in Great Britain & Ireland. But if you think you’re doing the planet a favour with your carbon
footprint by snubbing print and going digital – then think again. The paper and prin�ng sector is one of the
lowest industrial emi�ers of greenhouse gases. In 2016, it accounted for less than 1% of all greenhouse gas
emissions in the European Union, according to Eurostat.
Conversely, the technology industry accounts for up to 3% of global greenhouse gas emissions. This is expected
to rise to 14% by 2040, according to the Journal of Cleaner Produc�on. A digital edi�on of a printed product on
your phone or tablet is no more sustainable when you factor in the materials to make the device. Don’t forget,
most people upgrade every couple of years, and mobile phones are not 100% recyclable.
As for the print industry ravaging the planet, the World Wildlife Fund suggests the most common issues causing
deforesta�on are large and small‐scale agriculture, unsustainable logging, mining, infrastructure projects, and
increased ﬁre incidence ‐ not the print industry."

The environment and our packaging
Finally, let me address the wrapping in which your February‐March edi�on will have recently arrived with you
in, which has also featured in a few emails. Rotary magazine currently uses a plas�c shrink wrap ﬁlm made from
low‐density polyethylene (LDPE), which can be easily recycled. The majority of local authori�es and major
supermarkets recycle LDPE.
Remember, this is your money paying for Rotary magazine and its produc�on. This op�on was chosen because
of its environmental impact and cost. However, we know we can do be�er. So, over this next year, Rotary GB&I
will be exploring other op�ons, such as a paper wrapping the magazine using materials from Forest Stewardship
Council‐cer�ﬁed forests. We are also looking at a potato starch wrapping, which is biodegradable and
compostable. The magazine carries an FSC logo, recognising how seriously we take the environmental impact of
this publica�on.

Please bear in mind that should someone have a cardiac arrest, doing nothing is not an
option!
Do not be afraid of the defibrillator – it provides clear verbal instructions. The only caution is to
make sure you are not touching the patient whilst the machine checks the patients heart
rythym and also stand clear should the defibrillator decide a shock is needed. Verbal
instruction will be given to tell you when to stop touching the patient.
Should anyone want to do some homework concerning the defibrillator the model purchased
is an IPAD (Intelligent Public Access Defibrillator). The model is a CUSP1 Auto. It is fully
automatic which means it will diagnose the heart rythym and deliver the shock automatically if
needed. Clear warnings about patient contact will be given.

CARDIAC ARREST MNEMONIC  ‘DRS ABC’ (Doctors ABC)
D

Danger – check around patient

R

Response – Shout “Can you hear me?” into both ears and
tap/shake shoulders to check if conscious

S

on loudspeaker, continue checks. If helper there, they should be
asked to make the call and follow the instructions including

The full ar�cle outlining this can be found on pages 20‐21 of the February/March issue of Rotary Magazine, or
online.
Of course, what I have wri�en will not sa�sfy everyone. Including those same people who happily received
books at Christmas wrapped in mountains of paper, and who reciprocated to family and friends with their
online shopping and a procession of Amazon cardboard boxes.
But please, let’s get a proper sense of perspec�ve and balance here. Don’t write oﬀ print or Rotary magazine,
because it is the best marke�ng pla�orm we have. Your magazine tells the world what we do and the impact we
create. So unless you’re telling me you’ve got a wai�ng list of poten�al members and sponsors, right now
Rotary could do with all the marke�ng possible – both print and digital.
Dave King,

identifying the site of the nearest defibrillator.
A

Airway – is it blocked?

B

Breathing – place your ear near casualty’s mouth  listen/look at
chest to observe if any chest movement

C

Circulation – deal with major bleeding

If casualty nonresponsive and not breathing or not breathing properly start CPR. Chest

Editor, Rotary magazine, editor@rotarygbi.org
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compressions with arms straight at 120/minute and depressing the chest at least 5cm or 2
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inches. If you are willing and able, after 30 compressions give 2 rescue breaths and sequence
resumed. If breaths not performed continue chest compressions without a break. Carry on
until emergency staff arrive or patient regains consciousness.

Frank and Pat Seals have been busy during lockdown. Frank has made planters which he
sells for the NHS and Pat has been 'quilting' for the Linus Project.
Well done to you both  Editor

USING DEFIBRILLATOR
Turn defibrillator on and follow instructions – including removing clothing from chest area.
Chest may need shaving, skin need drying, avoid placing pads directly over a pacemaker
(lump under the skin usually near left shoulder).
There are diagrams on the pads indicating where they should be placed.
*The defibrillator box also contains an AED starter kit – tough cut shears, razor, gloves,
resuscitation face shield and wipes.
Bruce Liddle

The following item was submitted by our President Bruce.
Answers to the 4 blank spaces in the last N&Vs are printed in purple below.

IPAD case open showing
the *AED Starter Kit and
Spare Pads on the left and
the IPAD on the right

WORD

Archivist Vacancy
With a brief interlude a few years ago, I’ve held
the ICFR Archives since 2004 having received
them from PP Ken Roberts. The archives hold all
the Minutes since that original foundation meeting
on 19 August 1967. These and for the following
few years, were in two large leatherbound
volumes.
There are also all newsletters and magazines that
have preceded the current News & Views and, of
course a copy of every News & Views. It all
makes fascinating reading as well as being able
to assist those wishing to know some specific
information about ICFR, which was initially IFCR
(International
Fellowship
of
Caravanning
Rotarians).
With a folder for each year other items of interest, including photographs, show how the
fellowship has developed.
Anyone interested in taking over the role should contact me using my details in the current
handbook.
PP Derrick Sanders
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LETTERS REARRANGED

PRESBYTERIAN

BEST IN PRAYER

ASTRONOMER

MOON STARER

DESPERATION

A ROPE ENDS IT

THE EYES

THEY SEE

GEORGE BUSH

HE BUGS GORE

THE MORSE CODE

HERE COME DOTS

DORMITORY

DIRTY ROOM

SLOT MACHINES

CASH LOST IN ME

ANIMOSITY

IS NO AMITY

ELECTION RESULTS

LIES  LET'S RECOUNT

SNOOZE ALARMS

ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S

A DECIMAL POINT

I'M A DOT IN PLACE

THE EARTHQUAKES

THAT QUEER SHAKE

ELEVEN PLUS TWO

TWELVE PLUS ONE

MOTHERINLAW

WOMAN HITLER
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Motorhome trip in Victoria, Australia.
John and Jenny Barker, Kelso, Scotland & N East
Your 2012 Autumn Fellowship Rally returns to Malvern.
Thursday 7th October – Tuesday 12th October.
Not to be missed is your Autumn Fellowship Rally, which this year returns to the Three Counties
Showground, near Malvern in Worcestershire. Those who joined us in 2018, will know that the location
is ideally situated being within a few miles of the M6. This year the level rally field will have a 16 amp
hook up for each and every caravan or motorhome  that is up to 90!

Last year we escaped the worst of the Bri�sh winter for a couple of months visi�ng our grandchildren in
Melbourne, Australia. Whilst there we hired a small motorhome for 10 days to explore part of the Murray river
area in Victoria. On Thursday 6 February we collected a Maui 3‐berth motorhome from Melbourne and
travelled 150 km north‐west to stay for two nights at Big4 Bendigo Marong Holiday Park (49 touring pitches).
That evening we were treated to a thunderstorm! Next day was hot and sunny, so drove into Bendigo, parked
alongside a beau�ful Lake Weeroona to explore the old parts of the city. Bendigo became eastern Australia's
largest 19th century gold‐mining economy, and the wealth generated during this period is reﬂected today in the
city's heritage.

The rally site is fully equipped with a toilet and shower block, fresh water and waste disposal facilities.
Our meeting room is no more than 300 yards from the field, along a tarmac, on site lane and has the
capacity to hold up to 200 people. In 2018 we enjoyed the company of 172 members – so, there
remains room for a few more than the 72 caravans and motorhomes we accommodated then!
Derek Rogers and I promise all who attend an entertaining, interesting and enjoyable five days at the
Three Counties Showground. Your five day ‘themed’ programme includes, on the first evening, an
entertaining and amusing talk by guest speaker, Richard WestwoodBrooks on Worcester’s very own
Elgar. The following day there will be an opportunity to visit Elgar’s birthplace, now in the care of the
National Trust. We will see some of the great man’s original manuscripts and artifacts while on our
conducted tour of his childhood home.
Back by popular demand are the Vale Harmony Capella Group who
entertained us so brilliantly in 2018. In thanking them we will make a
donation to their chosen charity. New to the showground, on our last evening,
will be Phil Prober’s Jazz Mates whose ‘trad jazz’ will have our feet tapping
to their version of the Last Night of the Proms – don’t forget your flags to
wave along as they play Elgar’s ‘Land of Hope and Glory’!
Our Sunday Morning service will be led by Major Diane Henderson with the
Salvation Army Band from Worcester. Expect to hear Elgar’s Nimrod played
as we all gather for our ecumenical service! The collection will go to the Salvation Army to use in their
valuable work in the community.
We have not forgotten the sporting among our number who will
be able to show their skill when playing in our organised Boules
competition or perhaps, the golfers who could make their own
arrangements to play at a nearby club.
Food  well of course dinners have been high on our agenda and
we can assure you that all is in hand to provide you with quality meals on three of our five evenings.
The first being fresh Fish and Chips straight from the van  who can forget that in 2018, our caterer
served 172 freshly cooked dinners in just twenty five minutes? They couldn’t believe it themselves!

Lake Weeroona, Bendigo

Bendigo City Centre

On the Saturday we drove 180 km north to a Big4 Riverside Park (115 pitches) at Swan Hill and se�led on a
pitch backing onto the Murray river. This really is a nice site with a lovely swimming pool and coﬀee shop. But
the noise of the cockatoos in the evening was deafening! Next day we enjoyed an easy walk along the riverside
to Pioneer Se�lement, Australia’s ﬁrst open air museum, where we enjoyed a horse and carriage ride around
the heritage site, before returning to the camp site for a meal cooked on the pull‐out BBQ on the nearside of
the motorhome.

Pioneer Se�lement, Swan Hill

BBQ by the Murray River

10 February found us moving 155 km south‐east to Echuca. Because of the excep�onally hot dry season the
NRMA Echuca Holiday Park (150 touring pitches) was bare and dusty, with hardly a blade of grass showing!
Although the site was not wonderful, it was within walking distance of the Murray river paddle steamer
museum. The Murray is the longest river in Australia at 2508 km (1558 miles). During the 19th century it was an
important route for paddle steamers carrying wool, wheat and other goods up and down the river and its
tributaries, the Darling and Murrumbidgee. The museum has a large collec�on of old paddle steamers, many
in working order. The original red gum wharf was constructed in stages from 1865 as a three‐level structure to
allow for the rise and fall of the river, and has been restored with some working machinery, railway sidings and
display centre. We enjoyed a lovely two‐hour trip on a vintage paddle ship in the morning, followed by a hearty
lunch in a picturesque old Henry’s Bridge hotel nearby and a walk around the older part of the town a�erwards.

Please join us in October this year for our Autumn Fellowship – Derek and I promise you a great deal
and a good time with the assurance that all we plan and do will be conducted in accordance with
COVID19 disciplines. Risk assessments will be available for all to see.

Alan Martin
Rally Marshal
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Revised Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of ICFR
will now be held at the Spring Fellowship Rally, Bunns Lane
Showground, Frome on Saturday 17th July 2021 at 10:30.
Proposed Agenda
Restored paddle steamer at Echuca

Henry’s Bridge Hotel, Echuca

Two days later we headed south‐west towards the south coast, stopping a�er 275 km for overnight at NRMA
Halls Gap (160 pitches) which was shared with kangaroos and emus! Halls Gap is a very a�rac�ve small town
situated in the heart of the picturesque Grampians Na�onal Park. With its mul�tude of eateries and shopping,
it is the perfect place to stay when exploring the ancient mountain ranges, natural ﬂora and fauna, waterways,
waterfalls and stunning views.

Halls Gap Main Street

Halls Gap Campsite

On 13 February we con�nued southwards for 205 km to Port Campbell, a colourful and lively seaside village on
the Great Ocean Road where we stayed for two nights on a rather cramped NRMA site (106 pitches). Next day
we followed a foodie fan Gourmet Trail, where we found Timboon Cheesery for lunch, then at Apostle Whey
Cheese and Galaterria for ice cream. In the evening we had another thunderstorm. On the Great Ocean Road
journey one can admire the spectacular coastal scenery, including Port Campbell Na�onal Park and the mighty
12 Apostles.

1.

In memoriam.

2.

Apologies.

3.

Report from the Rally Marshal.

4.

Approval of minutes from previous AGM.

5.

Matters arising from the minutes.

6.

Notice of any other business.

7.

Officers’ Reports including approval of Accounts and Subscription.

8.

Appointment of Tellers.

9.

Election of Officers and Executive Committee for 2021/22.

10.

Vote on Honorary Members.

11.

Any other business as previously notified.

12.

Request Tellers to destroy voting papers.

13.

Vote of thanks.

14.

Date, time & place of the next AGM.

Notes
1.
The only current vacancy on the Executive committee is 1 elected member of
the Executive Committee. Nominations by a Full Member must be received by the Secretary
at least two (2) calendar months before the AGM. A nomination form is available from the
Secretary.
Timboon Cheesery

Twelve Apostles, Great Ocean Road

Con�nuing eastwards on Saturday 15 February 125 km along this spectacular Great Ocean Road which hugs the
cliﬀ‐face as it winds through the Great Otway Na�onal Park and rolling farmland, we eventually stopped at a
very full Big4 Wye River campsite.
A�er a rather wet and windy night we drove the last 150 km to return the motorhome to Melbourne on the
Sunday a�ernoon. The motorhome we hired had three berths, which gave us a table and sea�ng near the front
and, allowed the bed to be undisturbed during the day�me. Camp chairs and an outside table were provided,
and the pull‐out BBQ was a wonderful feature! Why can’t we have this feature in the UK? We had a great 10
days and now look forward to repea�ng the experience to see more of Australia when condi�ons allow.
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2.
In accordance with the ICFR Constitution Clause 13.3.2 and Clause 4.6.4 a full
Notice and Agenda will be emailed to all members 6 weeks before the meeting.
3.
The conduct of the AGM shall be in accordance with RA1 of ICFR Rules &
Regulations.
4.
Voting in accordance with Clause 13.4 will normally be by show of hands except
for elections to the Executive Committee which will be by secret ballot. For amendments to
the constitution a twothirds majority otherwise simple majority is required, of those present
and voting by postal vote. Postal voting is available by appropriate application to the
secretary.
5.
Views.

A Summary of the minutes from the previous AGM are published in News &
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Disconnected jottings from a competitor by Richards Swainston.
I always had a hankering to do the Caravan Club 5Cs Rally. Dorothy would never contemplate being my
Navigator so when my son was at Uni we decided to compete.
Swi� had just brought out the Corniche with the adver�sing slogan.” The ﬁrst Caravan conceived in a
Wind Tunnel” So an easy choice for my new van. My car was an MG Montego which I had tricked up a
bit, lots of lights and gauges
as well.
Our ﬁrst ou�ng was to Wales,
misﬁre, some locals had
were disqualiﬁed on �me
this as he told us privately
disqualify us for driving
make the comment “how
driving too fast. Must be
have been a bit damp under
a car and caravan on the
So the compe��on members
prizegiving.

a disaster, as the car decided to
turned the signs to mislead and we
points. The Observer was glad to do
that he would have had to
stupidly fast anyway. My son did
many excuses have you got for
some leaves on that corner, must
them trees, loose gravel etc. Sliding
public roads is not recommended.
nipped oﬀ home before the

The scru�neering was very
through. We turned up one year
and they must have been
having a lot of failures. I heard the
Chief say to the team "This is
Richard Swainston I guarantee
everything will be spot on as
he is a Compe�tor". We did have a
few laughs. One year I forgot
the maps and got an Atlas in a
petrol sta�on , this was amusing as my only �ming device was an old alarm clock jammed on the
dashboard! Is that to keep the old boy awake was the comment to our son Stephen from Stuart
Blaydon.
The handicapping and rules changed every year so that it was fair to diﬀerent weight classes but they
also decided to amalgamate the professional and the amateur drivers into the same Class. I was asked
by another, very compe��ve Lady, to countersign her protest at this unfair decision. I was willing to do
so but did not since that was the year we won our class and the overall Trophy!
They changed the rules again to put diesels and petrol into the same class, luckily Rover had put a
team of 600s in the year before and I had grilled them on their prepara�ons. So a nice new Rover 600
diesel was taken to Van Ayken for major suspension and engine modiﬁca�ons (It was really cheap I
told Dot).
The driving tests were interes�ng especially if they were on Tarmac. To make it fair the same car and
Caravan was used by all the compe�tors, usually a Bailey Caravan and a Citroën Car. We all had several
prac�ce runs as well as �med runs, usually ﬂat out even in reverse. The car we were using expired in a
cloud of a burnt clutch smell and steam one year. While they were wheeling out another car the
Commentator did a Mock Auc�on . "Who will give me an oﬀer for this Demonstrator only 200miles
and one owner. Excellent condi�on except for clutch gone tyres shredded a few scuﬀs and a head
gasket blown." So are you really sure that 3month old dealer special is a good buy??
I was oﬀered a Works Drive one year but declined as a friend who was reasonably compe��ve with us
had taken a drive for Vauxhall and he dropped down the standings. They did not give him the car and
van in enough �me to be really conversant with it. I did regret it a li�le as I won the following year and
the Car Manufacturer told me that if I had won for them they would have let me keep the car. If they
had men�oned that I might have given it more thought!
Another year we were having a drink with John Charlton and his Navigator in their van a�er the prize
giving. They were really experienced compe�tors having come second in the London to Moscow Event.
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We had won our class and they were the runners up. They had been really organised with everything
in the van labelled with weight and loca�on. The Navigator had loads of spreadsheets so he could
instruct the driver. He asked to see our’s but Stephen had to tell him that he just threw the numbers
and variables at me as we drove along and I worked them out in my head. "Beaten by a kid and an
idiot savant" said the navigator. John had to calm him down and tell him that was a very impolite way
to admit they were beaten. I had made the mistake of telling them that we just set oﬀ from home
whereas they had calculated the op�mum distance and height above sea level rela�ve to the venue
before deciding were to start from. I remember another compe�tor cancelling his entry and
submi�ng another one as the weather forecast had changed the wind direc�on! Another who just
travelled up and down a ﬂat motorway to get the correct mileage.
John Charlton was a Policeman in Durham ( A Superintendent I think) I did men�on to him how good
some local Police were with the rally. We were doing one in Wales and I was tramping along and
caught up with a Police Car (Curses!. It is diﬃcult to pass a Police car when you are on a narrow road
with a cvaravan on the back. He indicated right and pulled over to a lay‐by on the other side of the
road, I swept past without slowing and he re‐joined behind me. No �me lost ‐ seconds are precious in
a �me trial.
There is a saying that a Prophet is never recognised in his own province. I was working at WHQ High
Wycome and one of the Engineers came into my Oﬃce with a copy of Prac�cal Caravan Magazine with
my MG and Van on the front cover. Although it was my car and van he thought it must be someone
else. I explained it was me but he felt I was talking rubbish because I was always at work and wouldn't
have the �me to rally. I had told him to check my car in the car park.
The run to the Rally was termed the arrival run and was also a compe��on. The start would be at a
local Fuel Sta�on were the manager would witness the tank being brimmed and then seal it, a 5 litre
fuel tank would also be sealed, the mileage of the car recorded and the trip set to zero. The run into
the Rally had a compulsory stopping place were the trip would be recorded and set back to zero. This
stage was a measured distance from the Scru�ny Set up were the mileage would be reset and
recorded . Any diﬀerence from the measured distance and the car odometer would be used in the
calcula�ons. Being a nerd I had my Instruments calibrated so I did not need a conversion factor. The
ﬁve litre fuel can was then used to brim the tank ready for the Economy run and the car le� in Parc
Firma ready for the main event.
We enjoyed our �me doing these Rallies but the arrival of Sat Nav and the fact the Caravan Club was a
bit sniﬀy about the image of Caravans charging about the countryside killed the Compe��on.
Ted Holt who is (I think) s�ll on the Caravan Club Execu�ve Commi�ee was the driving force behind
organising these Events and I cannot thank him enough for his work and dedica�on.
Richard and (not consulted)
Stephen Swainston (he might have
slightly different version!

a

A glimpse of nature by Sylvia Prestwich
This little chap, actually he‛s quite big at 4.5cm long and 6.5cm
wide, arrived on our back door mat here in Titchmarsh three
days ago, in sweltering heat.
We admired his statuesque appearance and striking white
spots on his wings, then set about trying to find out exactly
which moth he is. Paging through our Collins Nature Guide
‘Butterflies and Moths of Great
Britain and Europe‛ didn‛t help, he is
so distinctive and majestic we soon
realised that he wasn‛t included in
that guide.
So next a close up photo so we could see his markings, then we
spent some time scrolling the internet to try and identify him.
With the help of Butterfly-conservation.org we identified him
as a Poplar Hawk-moth [family Sphingidae], and three days
later he is still our guest. We think he [or she!] may be a
youngster, due to size, and we think he may have recently
emerged from his chrysalis.
What a lovely encounter with nature!
Terry & Sylvia

Note from your editor:
My Rotary Club (Beeston) is organising a project to help local businesses identify and help
staff who are being subjected to Domestic Abuse. It is still at an early stage and is working in
conjunction with Broxtowe Women's Project (BWP).
The BWP contact mentioned an app that I felt you may be interested in. It is called Bright Sky.
Bright Sky is a mobile app and website for anyone experiencing domestic abuse, or who is
worried about someone else.

The app can be downloaded for free via the app stores. Please only download the app if it is
safe for you to do so and if you are sure that your phone isn’t being monitored.

Launched in partnership with Vodafone, the app includes questionnaires to assess the safety
of a relationship, plus a section on dispelling myths around domestic and sexual abuse. The
website is focused on how to spot the signs of domestic abuse, advice on how to support
someone you have concerns for, and ways to find help.
Both have access to a unique UKwide directory of specialist domestic abuse support
services with contact details, and nationwide helplines that are available 24/7.
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Reminiscence photos
NEWS & VIEWS
Next Issue: Winter Edition 2021/22
The closing date for copy and advertisements is
Friday 29th October 2021
Contact for all articles, enquiries and orders:
Bruce Liddle ICFR N&Vs Editor
62 Hillside Road
Beeston
NOTTINGHAM
NG9 3AY
Tel: 01159431251
Mob: 07709911528
Email: bliddle@ntlworld.com
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LATE SPRING FELLOWSHIP 2021
Thursday 13 July - Tuesday 20 July 2021
West Woodlands Showfield
Frome, Somerset BA11 5ES

The ICFR team from SW invite you to join President Bruce & Pat Wallace and your fellow ICFR members for a
memorable Late Spring Fellowship and AGM
After this long “lock down”, come and join us and have some fun !
We have exclusive use of the Show Field and Cheese Pavilion for our fellowship on a tried and tested ICFR
venue.In the country, just 3 miles from Frome
Use your own tables, chairs and small gazebos in the Cheese Pavilion.
We have Electricity, Chemical Disposal point, water & Portaloo but no showers on site
The Frome area has much to offer.:
•
Visit the local attractions Longleat, Stourhead, Haynes Motor Museum, Clarkes
Yeovilton Fleet Air Museum,City of Bath, and even the South Coast!

•

Caterers have been employed for 3 nights food in the Cheese Pavilion, BYO

Drinks

•

Hospitality Evening in the Cheese Pavilion is envisaged using your own tables

& chairs

•

Film Night

•

Saturday night Entertainment is Cat’s Whisker and you can dance or just listen

•

Last night dinner with a comedian as entertainment

•

The usual ICFR Golf and Boules competitions

•

Option to stay on site, after the rally for up to 5 more nights.

Village,

to the music

Commitment and deposit of £50 is invited. The application form is enclosed with this edition of News & Views
and it is also on the ICFR website.
Booking Officer :
George Horsfield , email : george.horsfield@talktalk.net
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