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I'm not sure if I am pleased or not that this will be
my last copy of News & Views. I have learnt so
much over the last three years, particularly how
creative and skilled our members are. On a
practical point  my computer skills have taken a
leap forward (at least I think so!!).
On looking back the biggest change that has
impacted my work as Editor is the development of
the Membership Database. This has been a
wonderful resource for me as Editor. The database
gave me reliable up to date information on content
that require(s) inclusion in every copy. Remarkably,
I could do it easily and speedily online. Well done
Tim and Katrina.
Maggie Ambrose is taking on the role of Editor for
the next three years. I wish her well and would
urge you all to continue your support for her, as
you have done for myself.
Articles and
photographs sent in by members provide the much
needed sparkle to a magazine that is an integral
part of our wonderful Rotary Fellowship called
ICFR.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
undertake this challenging role.
Bruce Liddle

ICFR operates in accordance with Rotary International policy but, is not an agency of, nor controlled by, Rotary International
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SECRETARY
Gerard Turley

me know if you are interested
– you can still become an
elected member.
There are still some votes
needed at the AGM and so, if
you are not able to attend the
AGM, details of how you can
obtain a postal vote were set
out in the Agenda.

PRESIDENT
Bruce Wallace

Now for the formal bit:
Trustees. After the AGM, and
from 1st July 2022 your
Trustees will be: President
Derek Rogers, Secretary
Gerard Turley, Treasurer Ted
Walmsley,
Programme
Dear Friends
Secretary
Tim
Sheppard.
It is nice to see that we have
22 rallies on the programme
Our
ACCEO How wonderful it is to start a
for 2022, as we move away Insurance.
from the restrictive effects of Group Public Liability and All new rally season, to be able
Insurance
through to see one another, and chat
Covid. Thank you, all those Risks
members who have arranged Saffron Insurance Services and laugh together. It is also
these. This is the reason for Limited was renewed on 1st encouraging that at last we
our Fellowship and without December 2021 and covers are seeing a drop in cases of
Rally Marshals they cannot us until the end of November the virus that has caused us,
and the world, so many
happen. It will be nice to get 2022.
issues. I write this in April
back to meeting with friends
Our
group using the latest UK statistics. I
old and new on a rally ACCEO.
membership
of
the hope this is still true as you
somewhere.
Association of Caravan and read this.
Exempt
You should all have received Camping
Pat and I hope many of you
Organisations
was
renewed
the Agenda for the AGM
which will be held at the on 1st January 2022 and will feel more confident to
meet on rallies. Rallies are
Spring
Fellowship
at covers us for all of 2022.
still being added to the
Bakewell.
Natural
England.
Our programme so do keep
We have nominations for all exemption Certificates are looking at the list and keep up
the officer roles and as we valid until 1st November to date with the note Katrina
sends out each month.
only have one nomination for 2024.
each there will be no need for
Rotary
Fellowships.
The Some foreign rallies have
a vote.
annual return to RI has been started, and restrictions are
starting to ease so do
The Executive Committee sent.
consider
putting your toe in
also
has
six
elected
the
water.
members. The role of these
members is to be your
Rallies and moots.
representatives on the EC, to
ensure members voices are
Some of you will know we
heard, and to keep an eye on
have
in the past had informal
the activities of the Officers. It
get
togethers
and called them
is also a great opportunity to
moots
some
were
not official
find out more about your
and
not
covered
by our
Fellowship and to see if you
insurance.
I
am
delighted
that
want to play a more active
rally
marshals
can
now
role. It only involves two
organise them without any
meetings a year of just over
formal
programme as a get
and hour and a few emails. It
together
and provided you fill
is disappointing then, that we
in
the
offer
to run a rally form
go into the AGM with three
this
will
be
covered by our
vacancies unfilled. Please let
NEWS & VIEWS
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insurance. So, all our moots
could become rallies, if you
want, with the simple filling in
of an offer to run a rally form
(one is on the website).
Caravan
Club.

and

Motorhome

Just to remind everyone we
have a 20% discount for
rallies outside of school
holidays on all the Caravan
and Motorhome Club sites. I
will be talking to the Caravan
and Camping Club at some
time in the future, when
demand has returned to
normal, to try to get the same
level of discount. I have not
done it now as their sites are
very full and I may get the
wrong answer!!
Online
System.

Membership

few senior ladies in Rotary.
Doing higher mathematics
and differential calculus, and
knowing there are about as
many women as men in the
There are more plans in this world, I have calculated
area, but other members of governing bodies should have
the executive will give you about equal numbers of men
and
women.
Are
my
details.
calculations wrong??
A Past President, who is very
wise, reminded me that most So why not think about joining
new members come from the executive?
personal introductions so to a
great degree its down to each We are losing Richard
and
Mike
one of us. If each one of us Swainston
found one member our Parkinson from the Executive
membership would reach new as their term is over. Thank
you both on behalf of all of us
heights.
for the work you have done
and indeed continue to do in
Almoner role.
many ways.
If anyone was to ask me what
the single most important Can I also thank Bruce Liddle
thing done in my Presidency, I who took over as Editor when
would
say
that
the we found it difficult to find an
establishment of this role and editor in ICFR and welcome
the encouragement to areas Maggie Ambrose who is
to help support those who are taking over from Bruce as our
no longer active ralliers. To first female editor.
give a phone call, to arrange
a lunch, or arrange afternoon We also welcome Arthur
Ambrose as PR and John
tea to see old friends.
Sadler as our new Vice
on
to
the
I think this is something we President
can all do AND when we are executive.
on rallies to see who we know
who may be nearby and meet Finally
up. Can I encourage us all to
This is my last report as your
think about this?
President.
We
have
a
hardworking
Derrick, go with our support wonderful
and prayers for your key role. executive. I personally cannot
You are blessed to have such thank them enough for
helping me and making my
support in Sheila too.
time so enjoyable. They
deserve our thanks.
Executive Vacancies.
I also did a pod cast that went
out to 47 different countries. I
am hoping this may widen our
membership.

I continue to hear very
favourable comments on the
Online Membership System
and booking system from
most of you. This has made
our communications much
more secure and has made
booking rallies much easier
and more convenient. I do
realise that some still are not
keen on this new system and
you will know the older paper
system is still available for
those who prefer it. If you
need help on how to use the
online system, you can talk to
any of the executive, and they
will be pleased to help. At the
start I contacted Tim on a few
occasions to help me get my
head round all the details and
how to do things.
This could be your moment.
There are vacancies and I
New members.
hope many of you will
consider joining us. Think
Derek and his team have about not only the executive
continued to encourage new but also the future and maybe
members to join us. I have what officer role you feel you
done a few zoom sessions to could do. You can then work
clubs
including
one
in with the existing officer to
Australia. (It was at 7 o’clock learn the ropes to make it
and fortunately at the last easy for you to step up.
minute I realised it was 7 am
UK time. Yes, I did it with shirt Ladies it’s taken 117 years for
on but PJ bottoms!).
Rotary to elect our first ever
female President. There are
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Can I also thank Mrs Wallace
for all the love and support
and for her counsel.
I hope you all enjoy your
rallies this year and wish you
and your families health and
happiness.
With much love to you all.

President Bruce
NEWS & VIEWS

VICE
PRESIDENT
Derek Rogers

new members to this great
Fellowship – and remember
please that we continue to
offer a £50 introductory
voucher to new members
who are able to attend their
first rally before the end of
this year.

MEMBERSHIP
Katrina Lancaster

I know that in the current
climate we are now starting to
see some of the Area
meetings taking place, and I
do thank the Area groups for
working on this – it is again a
key part of our Fellowship.

Well it has certainly been
good to see the 2022 season
getting underway – still areas
that we all need to be careful
around, but I feel that the
mood is now much more
positive. Skelwith being the
first rally of the year, but let us
not forget a fine ending to
2021 with Autumn Tints and
Garden of England. Thanks
to all those who worked hard
to make these such a
success.
And it has been good that we
continue to see a good
number
of
our
newer
members
taking
the
opportunity to engage in our
programme. I know that you
are offering them the sort of
welcome that ICFR is proud
of, and I do sincerely thank
you for that.
Our 2022
programme already has many
rallies which are full, but if
you are a new member, then
please do contact the Rally
Marshall if there is one that
you would like to get along
to.
Clearly I cannot make
any
promises
about
availability, but I can assure
you that the Marshall will try
to see if they can fit in a new
member if you make that
contact.

I would echo President
Bruce’s comment regarding
the
online
membership
system that Tim has worked
so hard on,
and also the
online
detail
programme
booking that David has been
developing.
I have found
them both so useful.
But
again to repeat Bruce’s
comment – there is nothing
here that forces any member
to HAVE to use the online
capabilities – the traditional
paper systems are still fully
available and fully welcomed
by Rally Marshalls and their
Booking Officers. So, please
try the online processes if you
wish, but do not ever feel that
you are forced to go that
route; and if you do them,
then there is always help from
others available if you should
need it!!

Regretfully we have had 18
resignations, mainly due to
age and/or health issues and
reported deaths. Derrick, in
his role as Almoner has been
in contact with many older
members and their relatives.

All
these
changes
to
membership are notified in a
monthly update by email so if
you have not received this do
please let me have your email
address. Sometimes only one
partner has given an email
address so if the second
I look forward to meeting up member wants a personal
with as many of you as I can copy let me have your
as the season develops.
address too.
Happy rallying!

Rules on membership have
been widened in recent
years
and there are
opportunities for members to
encourage others to join our
happy band. In particular this
includes immediate family
members, ie mothers, fathers,
brothers,
sisters,
sons,
daughters and grandchildren,
but also Family members of
Rotarians
and
Members,
Rotary
programme
participants,
and
Rotary
alumni.

To us all, please do keep
your focus on trying to recruit
NEWS & VIEWS

Over the Winter, since the
last News and Views, we
have
had
five
new
memberships and we look
forward to welcoming them
on their first rally.

Summer 2022

Page 5

FINANCE

PROGRAMME
SECRETARY

Ted Walmsley

Tim Sheppard

Treasurer’s Report for year
ending December 2021
There was a small increase in
Income during 2021, but we
had a Deficit of just over
£3000, due to planned
support for the two Major
Rallies
at
the
Spring
Fellowship at Frome, and the
Autumn
Fellowship
at
Malvern.
The Executive were very
happy with the support of
£1679 for Frome and £418.59
for Malvern.
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Arthur Ambrose

It is great to see our rally Now Management Academia
programme off to a good start speak tells me that PR is
this year, such a relief after basically divided into:
the past 2 years.
(1)
Looking
after
Regrettably Colin Bradford’s the good name of the
Holy Roman Empire rally has organisation and;
been postponed until 2023
with all the uncertainty about (2)
Promoting wider
fuel costs, ferry issues and knowledge of what the
Russia’s actions in Ukraine, business is about. That might
but I am delighted that Colin lead to an increase in
and Kathleen were able to put membership activity or at
together an alternative Coast least some more people will
and Castles rally in such a know we exist, even if they
short time – my thanks to you don’t own a caravan or
both.
motorhome

We have to balance the
Deficit in 2021 with a surplus
of £2552 in 2020, when we We are now less than 4
didn’t have the same activity weeks from Spring Fellowship
due to lockdown.
at Bakewell – we have 50
units attending so far and still
Other costs are increasing, have space for more, but
such as Insurance and please don’t leave it to the
Postage.
last minute. Katrina and I
have
received
rally
We have introduced the £50 programme
options
from
voucher scheme for new many of those booked on the
members, encouraging them rally, but for those who
to attend a Rally. This will haven’t sent them in yet, we
continue.
do need to know what meals
you want to participate in so
It has again been a pleasure we can confirm numbers to
to take care of the ICFR the caterers.
finances and my thanks to
Mike Segon who audited the Finally my thanks to all the
accounts in the first few days rally marshals who have
of January and returned duly worked so hard to put this
signed before the end of year's
rally
programme
January.
together
Ted Walmsley
Treasurer

PUBLIC IMAGE &
MARKETING

Hon.
Summer 2022

1 – Looking after the good
name:
Having trolled through the
membership
handbook
looking for Russian Oligarchs
and
South
American
Dictators, and finding none, I
think I can report that the
reputation of ICFR is safe
with the current membership
2

Promoting
knowledge:

wider

Spreading the word: Plan A
I wrote to the ICFR Area
Chairs asking them, in turn, to
please ask their members to
tell their Clubs about ICFR. I
gave them access to the
Power Point presentation put
together by Jeremy Wyman
and Derek Rodgers as a
NEWS & VIEWS

for communicating the ICFR
message? I fell upon Rotary
Conferences and not having
the time or resources (or
inclination)
to
consider
attending the various Houses
of Friendship, I thought about
trying to get our pamphlet
included in the Conference
Delegate’s packs. With the
help of the ICFR map I
started to investigate District
Web sites to see who was or
who
wasn’t
having
Conferences
in
the
Advertising in the press. Plan foreseeable future.
B
This is where I need to thank
I considered placing an Colin Bradford publicly, he
advert
in
the
Rotary revamped the pamphlet and
Magazine; an exercise that arranged for the printing
has been done before.
I
couldn’t track down the I have started to email
previous artwork (no point conference organisers to get
reinventing the wheel). The a foot in the door. The first
publication costs were also positive result was from my
significant and wiser heads own District 1070 and 200
said that the result last time pamphlets went out to them
inclusion
in
the
was underwhelming. So Plan for
Conference packs for the
B (part 1) was abandoned.
event held 11th 13th March. I
So
what
about
the have had a positive result
commercial publications? I from 1120 and 200 pamphlets
discounted the magazines have been dispatched for
Conference
2nd
distributed by the CMC and their
the CCC I didn’t’ think we October 2022. District 1175
would be very welcome, as have also kindly agreed and I
we are in direct competition. will be contacting them later
We do for our members in the year regarding their
21st
January
something that they do for conference
theirs but at a much reduced 2023.
price. I was left with the two
Caravan Magazines, Practical Volunteer Expo Live 6 & 7th
Caravan
and
Caravan May Plan D
Magazine.
The
Practical
Caravan were very helpful Had a look to see if there was
and
would
have
also a costeffective way of getting
produced the artwork at no ICFR pamphlets into the
additional cost but would attendance packs. This was
want us to run an advert on a impossible as we would need
number
of
consecutive to become sponsors and the
occasions; this made the cost costs became prohibitive
prohibitive.
I assumed I
would
have
a
similar As UK and Rotary gradually
response from the Caravan surfaces from the Covid
restrictions a number of
Magazine.
Districts this year are not
Spreading the Word II  Plan having a conference or are
restricting numbers or holding
C
eConferences.
Hopefully
Where do we see Rotarians normal service will resume
congregating together that next year when we look
might prove a fertile ground forward to being able to build
resource.
I asked for
feedback so that I could chart
the unexplored corners of
Rotary; unexplored corners
that might prove to be a fertile
ground for spreading the
message.
The deafening
silence makes me think that
our members have all been
on their feet extolling the
virtues of ICFR. There can
be no Club in the land that is
unaware of ICFR, as long as
they have an ICFR member.

NEWS & VIEWS
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on the small start we have
already made.
One last topic to mention is a
4 minute video put together
by Ernie McKenna of the
Cotswold Rally. The subject
'ICFR members having fun'.
Ernie has some real skills in
this area and we are hopeful
he will be able put together
one for his next rally
Plans E to Z are to be worked
on. Did I hear push a caravan
from John O’Groats to Lands
End? That would put us on
the tele!
As there is no monopoly on
good ideas your suggestions
would be gratefully accepted.
My email address is in the
ICFR Handbook
Signing off now
Toodle pip!

INTERNATIONAL
LIAISON
Ivan Palmer

.As is required I sent the
Presidents Christmas and
New Year greetings to our
overseas friends, this resulted
in us being notified that the
Netherlands have a new ILO,
and France has a new
President. Our Database of
overseas contacts has now
grown to 22.
Although I have enjoyed my
term of office, all good things
come to an end. I am looking
for a volunteer to replace me
Page 7

in June 2023. Anyone having
ambitions
to
join
the
executive or move up please
have a quiet word.

Our initial calls have been
well
received
and
the
opportunity for a chat has
been welcomed and appears
to be something enjoyed by
On a personal note I no most.
longer gather guides and map
books. I have moved from a We will be liaising with areas
desktop to an Ipad, I can and rally marshals in due
recommend ACSI's
three course,
to
assess
the
guides, 1) is all sites, 2) is for possibility of visiting a future
what they class as small nearby
rally
or
maybe
sites, 3) is for Camping Card receiving
a
visit
from
Discount. ARCHIES is a someone on the rally.
guide which can be used on
“GARMIN” or “TOMTOM” Sat The object is to try and
Navs, Likewise “Search for maintain links with those no
sites”. I then have both UK longer able to join us at
Clubs apps, together with events and so far this has
French “Yelloh” or “Flower been by telephone calls from
Camping”. “Camping Ireland” us but should anyone feel
covers Northern Ireland and that they would like to talk to
Eire. “Camping Key” another us about any ICFR matters or
discount for Scandinavia.
just have a chat, then please
feel free to call us. Our details
are in the Handbook.

ALMONER
PP Derrick Sanders

Fellowship News until it
became News & Views in
1996 when Jim Handcock
was the editor.

There are copies of the short
25 and 30 year Histories of
the Fellowship which were
produced
as
separate
issues.

1984 saw ICFR’s largest rally
for the RI Convention at the
NEC, Birmingham held at
Perry Park. With 532 outfits
there, a virtual village was
formed with considerable help
from
Birmingham
City
Council. All the relative
documents,
maps
and
information is held.

Derrick & Sheila Sanders

With all our founder and early
members now gone, the
archives provide the only way
to get a true perspective of
the
establishment
and
development
of
our
Fellowship. Exploring the
contents makes one realise
how many have put so much
time and effort into making
ICFR what it is today. You will
also find out why our original
name of the The International
Fellowship of Caravanning
Rotarians
(IFCR)
was
Since 2004 with a short break changed to ICFR.
a few years ago, I’ve been
the ICFR Archivist and feel
that now is the time to hand
over the role to a younger If you are interested and feel
you need more information,
member.
then please contact me at
derrick50@uwclub.net.

WANTED

Following the introduction of
the new role of Almoner in the
fellowship, we have made
direct contact with many of
those who are no longer able
to join us at rallies, to see
how they are and to let them
know what’s going on and The documents include all
perhaps reminisce a little.
minutes,
including
the
Officers’ Meetings (disbanded Derrick Sanders
An invitation has also gone to in 2008), the original Minute
Area Chairmen to contact Books which started with the Past resident (20078)
those in their area that we formative meeting on 18th
haven’t been able to contact. August 1967 which were
This is primarily because of handwritten. Copies of all
the large number that we newsletters/magazines which
already made contact with.
started in 1975 with Bulletin,
followed by ICFR Newsletter,
Page 8
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I.T.
SECRETARY
David Shaw

Continuing with the WordPress online website editing software seems to be working OK, no
members have contacted me to say they are unhappy with the general format. Neither has
any member contacted me to say they wished to take on the role of IT Secretary/Webmaster,
so it looks like you are stuck with me for the time being.
I am always open to suggestions to improve or add new features to the site but none have
been forthcoming. So I assume you all know how to access all the resources and information
held on the site. Just in case you do need help I created a “Guided Tour” page which tells
you what you can find on the site and how to access it. I have also created a page called
“Video Tutorials” where surprise surprise you can find short videos, that talk you through
different aspects of the website and also the “Membership System”, which some of you tell me
is a bit of a mystery.
I have deleted the “Downloads” page where you could find various ICFR documents, and
created a new page called “Resources” all the documents can be found on this page in
addition to some very, very simple software to help Rally Marshals organise Random
Hospitality. This facility also comes in the form of a PDF that you can download, print and
complete with a pen, pencil or even a crayon depending on your skill level.
I have also added a Page called “Updates” that details any changes I have made to the
website and when I made them.
Finally the dreaded Booking procedure. Some members find the two stage booking system
too confusing, but it isn’t really.
For members who do not have internet access:
Refer to the Rally List in the December issue of N&Vs and contact the Rally Marshal directly.
Unfortunately this issue may not be fully up to date since it will not contain any rallies added
after publication of that issue.
For members with internet access:
1.Visit the ICFR website www.icfrrotarianscaravanning.com
2.Select the current year (2022) Calendar tab at the top of the web page.
3.Select (ie.click on) the rally you want to join, this opens the page for that rally.
4.On that page find the Apply Now button and click on it.
This takes you to the login page of the Membership System.
5. When you insert your log in details (email address & password), this will open up the page
that has all your relevant details held on the system already filled in, all you need to do is
check 3 boxes to decide if you are bringing additional family members, pets or if you want to
arrive early or stay on later. Then click on Apply to Join Rally This action sends you an email
confirming that you have applied, and and email to the Rally Marshal informing him of you
application, they will then send you confirmation that you have been accepted.

NEWS & VIEWS
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6. When you receive confirmation that your application has been successful you can then
return to the relevant “Rally Page” and click on the “Booking Form” button to download the
form complete it and return it to the rally marshal.

7. Alternatively you can click on the “Online Booking Form” button which will open a form that
you can easily complete, which also adds up the cost of your choices and submits the form to
the Rally Marshal and also send you a copy of your choices.

8.All done, easy peasy, this is all explained in the video tutorials, go on have a look and give it
a try.

ICFR Merchandise Special Offers

B ig
nce
a
r
a
e
l
C
Sale
thing
y
r
e
v
E
o
must g

Roger and Christine Restell
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UK RALLIES
2022
Usk Valley 22
6th to 12th May
This peaceful, wellrun site is
part of the beautiful South
Wales countryside between
Usk and Abergavenny. Good
full facilities. Relax or there’s
lots to do; castles and canal,
shops locally in Abergavenny
or 45 mins in Cardiff: or
explore Roman, Welsh, and
mining history: visit Big Pit
(and go underground): a
Whisky
Distillery:
Cider
Tasting: St Fagans National
Museum of History: Royal
Mint: NT Tredegar House: or
a Roman Settlement.

exclusive use
Rally Marshal David Pilgrim
There are 15 places on this
rally.

Spring Fellowship
2022
12th to 17th May
Details are still to be worked
out but we will have a full
programme.

We are holding Spring
Fellowship 2022 in the Peak
District National Park on the
Bakewell Showground, home
of the Bakewell Pudding.
There is lots to do in the area
– Bakewell has a thriving
town market which you can
visit on the Monday, as well
as a major agricultural
market. Chatsworth is a short
drive away (we are planning a
visit) as is Haddon Hall. The
Rally Marshals, Gerard & Monsall Trail (the old Midland
Christine Turley
railway) starts in Bakewell
and is great for walking or
There are 15 places on this cycling.
The
site
has
rally
freshwater
and
waste
disposal but has very limited
Sutterton, Boston electrics. On President
Bruce’s suggestion we are
Lincs
exploring either a jointly
funded
upgrade
or
a
7th - 12th May
generator. There are NO
shower or toilet facilities at
Sutterton site is new to ICFR. the campsite – ralliers will
need to use own facilities.
Allpitches are fully serviced
on hard standing. It's a small Rally Marshals Tim Sheppard
site with only 20 pitches.
and
Katrina
Lancaster,
Assistant Rally Marshals &
In the grounds of The Booking Officers David and
Thatched Cottage Pub. Site is Maureen Smith
beautifully maintained with
excellent facilities.
There is no limit to the
number of places on this rally.
Close to the interesting town
of Boston with its history and
the famous Boston Stump.
Lots of other interesting visits
available from RSPB Freiston
or Battle of Britain flight.

4th Heart of Wiltshire
22
19th to 26th May

is our third attempt to run the
Heart of Wiltshire Rally, at the
Coombe Park Caravan site
near Salisbury and Wilton, on
the edge of Salisbury Race
Course. The site has first
class amenities, a laundry, a
fully equipped meeting room
and wide ranging views over
the
South
Wiltshire
Countryside. Alan & Derek
will offer you their usual
programme of optional events
and entertainment but with
plenty of time to explore on
your own. We have reserved
30 pitches (max sixty people)
in the hope that those who
booked for the rally in ’20 &
’21
will
welcome
the
opportunity to book again for
May 2022. Our seven night
rally follows our Spring
Fellowship and allows time
for travelling to Coombe Park;
however, we have also
secured the opportunity to
arrive on 18th May – a day in
advance at the same cost as
our rally nightly fee!
Rally Marshal Alan Martin and
Booking Officer Derek Rogers
There are 30 places on this
rally.

Delamere Forest &
Beyond
1st to 6th June
Based on the Delamere
Forest
Camping
and
Caravanning Club Site with
its forest walks and cycle
tracks and a train station to
Chester and Manchester only
a 5 minute walk away. This
rally is an ideal opportunity to
visit The Rows in Chester,
take a ride on the Anderton
Boat Lift or marvel at
Northwich
where
the
buildings were built on
jackable frames to cope with
subsidence from the local salt
extraction.

We will have lots of
The pub will be able to supply
our catering needs with a Blighted by COVID19 in suggestions for places to
2020 and again in 2021, this visit, but the programme will
small function room for our
NEWS & VIEWS
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be very informal so you can hardstanding, fullyserviced
do what interests you.
pitches in a quiet section of
the park. Buses to Exeter,
Rally
Marshals,
Tim Dawlish, Teignmouth, Torquay
Sheppard
&
Katrina run immediately outside the
Lancaster
site and there is a train
service nearby to Exeter and
There are 20 places on this Torquay. Guided walks will be
rally.
arranged along the River Exe
estuary and seawall to
Northern Ireland 22 Dawlish (all on the flat). There
is a golf course nearby on the
9th to 28th June
Warren, and a cruise on the
River Dart is to be arranged.
Our second UK Overseas The
site
requires
£20
rally to NI, visiting some of reservation fee upfront. Full
the same sites at Six Mile payment 4 weeks in advance.
Water at Antrim (7 days), then Full refund up to 72 hrs.
on to Rushin House (7 ahead if informed, incl. of
days)near Enniskillen on the covid19 infection
South West border in County
Fermanagh, and finally to Rally
Marshals
Anthony
Kilbroney Park (5 days) on Johnson & Joanna Channell.
the southern edge of the Assistant
RMs
Christine
Mountains of Mourn County Carter & David Fordham.
Down.
Ralliers will have to book their
own
ferry
crossings, There are 12 places on this
Stranraer Stena Line crossing rally.
to Belfast is recommended
approx £430 for Car and
Caravan
return
Premium
ticket
with
cancellation
Rustic Harptree
options breakfast and access
to premium lounge. Routes
16th to 21st June
through Ireland involve two
EU border crossings.
Set in the beautiful Chew
Valley with views up to the
For further information see Mendips is our rural farm site.
page 38 in News & Views It is very handy for Bristol,
Edition 95 Winter 2021/22
Bath and Wells and the Chew
Valley Lake just across the
Rally Marshals David & road is famous for its bird
Jeanne Shaw
watching
and
fishing.
Although the site has plenty
of room with all the normal
facilities unfortunately it only
Glorious Devon
has 8 pitches with Full
Electrics, so it will have to be
11th to 16th June first come first served. We
have the use of a large barn
The Glorious Devon rally should the weather not be
returns
to
Lady’s
Mile kind.
campsite, Dawlish Warren.
This is a familyoriented site Rally Marshal Bob Wright
with inside and outside Assistant RM Jane Waller
swimming pools, restaurants,
shops etc. set in an
attractively landscaped park
and 10 minutes walk from the There are 12 places on this
beach and two supermarkets. rally.
We have been allocated
Page 12
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LLangollen
Eisteddfod
6th to 11th July
The Eisteddfod will take place
once again in 2022, but in a
shortened form, following
postponements in 2020 and
2021. The rally will provide
participants
with
the
opportunity to experience the
unique atmosphere of this
festival of music and dance. It
was established in1947 in the
aftermath of the war to bring
musicians
and
dancers
together from around the
world to share their cultural
heritage
in
peace
and
harmony. Arrangements have
been
made
for
rally
participants to prebook tickets
for daily competitive sessions
and evening concerts of their
choice. First priority will be
given to those who booked
initially for the Eisteddfodau in
2020 and 2021. Video
extracts
about
previous
eisteddfodau
and
other
information are available on
the Llangollen Eisteddfod
website.
The
town
of
Llangollen is surrounded by
areas of outstanding natural
beauty, National Trust sites
and places of historic interest,
including the UNESCO World
Heritage
aqueduct
site
Pontcycyllte.
Dogs are permitted on the
rally,
but
not
on
the
Eisteddfod field. There is
ample car parking adjacent to
the Eisteddfod field, but no
shade. The caravan park is
within walking distance of
both Llangollen and the
Eisteddfod field.

Rally Marshal Alan Kemp,
Assistant RM Mike Tebbut
There are 18 places on this
rally.
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Wirral Way 22
11th to 16th July
A delightful Caravan and
Motorhome Club site on the
banks of the River Dee at
Thursaston, on the Wirral
Peninsula West coast. Views
across the estuary to the
North
Wales
mountains
beyond. There are lots to see
and do: walk/cycle through
the adjacent Wirral Country
Park to the sailing resort of
West Kirby (or even carry on
to the renowned Hoylake golf
links); explore the local
shoreline and pretty local
villages dating back to Viking
times (places ending in ..by);
visit renowned Ness Gardens
or Port Sunlight; take the ferry
across
the
Mersey
to
Liverpool – and then there’s
North Wales and the nearby
cities
of
Chester
and
Birkenhead. Quite a list!

Come and join us for a
chance to visit the lovely
towns and villages of West
Suffolk. Bury St Edmunds,
Long
Melford,
Sudbury,
Lavenham,
Clare
and
Cavendish are all within a 12
mile
radius
and
offer
restaurants,
cafes,
pubs,
interesting shops, farmers
markets
and
historic
properties.
The
National
Trust’s Melford Hall, Ickworth
House
and
Lavenham
Guildhall are within easy
reach as is Kentwell Hall.
The village of Glemsford is
within a 5 minute walk and
offers a Chinese Restaurant
& Takeaway, Fish & Chip
shop, Premier and Spar
stores and two pubs.

Those that enjoy a walk are in
for a real treat as there are a
number of routes available
including a stroll of less than
2 miles to the attractive
village
of Cavendish.
Rally Marshal Robin Levin
assistant RM Alison Levin
Our peaceful and wellkept
There are 15 places on this campsite has fabulous views
over the Stour Valley, pitches
rally.
with EHU. Ladies may like to
advantage of the onsite
Holt Rugby Club take
hairdressing salon. There are
toilets but those that require a
14th to 21st July
shower should bring their own
This attractive site with a hosepipe or bucket!
superb
clubroom
offers
excellent catering facilities The rally will offer a
(you will be fed). Holt, a programme nearer the date.
delightful Georgian town is
just over a mile away. We are Rally Marshals Geoff &
close to the North Norfolk Maddy Bell, Assistant RMs
coast with many attractions Gwyn & Eileen Weallans
including the Steam Railway,
and we shall visit the Cromer There are 12 places on this
End of the Pier Show. No rally.
electrics (medical excepted),
but battery charging is
available

Coasts and Castles
4th to 16th September
Because of multiple concerns
over Covid, Russia, fuel
costs, ferry problems etc. it
has been decided to relocate
the Holy Roman Empire rally
from France and Germany to
Northumberland. Our first site
(4 nights) at Haltwhistle will
allow us to visit Hadrian’s
Wall,
Housesteads,
Vindolanda, etc. The second
site (8 nights) is the superb
South Meadows Caravan
Park at Belford which was the
location
for
our
very
successful 2014 Coast &
Castles rally. Castles at
Alnwick,
Bamburgh,
Lindisfarne,
Chillingham,
Dunstanburgh,
Warkworth
(and much more besides)
await your visit. Approved
applications for the HRE rally
can be transferred to this
rally.
Rally Marshal Colin Bradford,
Assistant RM Dave Campbell.
There are 25 places on this
Rally.

Cambridge and Ouse
Valley
23rd to 30th
September

Following
the
highly
successful first visit to the
Huntingdon and St Ives area I
thought another visit would
not go amiss. This adult only
site at Wyton Lakes is
adjacent to the Great River
Ouse and an afternoon
watching the wild life and
boats is not to be missed.
Rally Marshal, Mike Segon
is just a short bus
Holy Roman Empire Cambridge
trip away on the infamous
There are 16 places on this
Cambridge Guided bus route
rally.
1st to 15th September and the bus stops to the local
area are a short walk from the
2022
Taste of Suffolk
site entrance, so bring your
seniors
bus
pass.
Cancelled due to continued Additionally, this site is close
21st to 28th July
Covid Restrictions.
NEWS & VIEWS
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us to visit and explore… such
as the delightful nearby town
of Arundel with its highly
rated castle and quaint little
shops; or the exotic Royal
Pavilion
in
Brighton;
NT
Botanic
There will be a walk and a Wakehurst
Gardens – or maybe take a
visit. To be arranged.
ride on the Bluebell Steam
Rally Marshal Geoff Fewings. Railway.
Assistant Rally Marshal &
There
will
also
be
Officer
Richard
Rally Marshals John & Doris Booking
opportunities to enjoy a
Swainston
Sadler
leisurely game of Boules or
There are 17 places on this There are 20 places on this Ladder Golf – or book a
game of Golf at one of the
Rally.
rally.
nearby Golf Courses in
Haywards Heath; Cuckfield or
Discover Dorset
Best of British in
Lindfield.

to several hostelries and a
Dobbies Garden centre is
located across from the site. I
look forward to seeing you in
Cambridgeshire in 2022. A full
programme will be forwarded
when confirmed. Dogs are
permitted on the site but there
is a charge of £1 per day per
dog.

of course and Chipping
Norton, Witney, Abingdon on
Thames market towns. Plus
Bicester Village for your retail
therapy.

26th Sept to 1st Oct.

Kent

This is going to be a simple,
do as you please, rally on a
five star site. Electrics and TV
sockets
included.
Early
booking is essential as the
site is very popular. Very
suitable for both motorhomes
and caravans. Good bus
service from the site gate with
regular buses to Poole,
Swanage and along the
Jurassic coast to Weymouth.
Two local Pubs within walking
distance. Two acre (off lead)
dog walk on site. AA
Campsite of the year 2016
£20pn.
Website
http://

1st to 6th October

www.southlytchettmanor.co.uk

Rally Marshals John & Anne
Walgrove
There are 20 places on this
rally.

Cotswolds View 2022
1st to 6th October
Once more we return to
Cotswold View , this time
immediately
before
the
Autumn Fellowship. A very
popular site with excellent
facilities and pitches to suit
everyone. Last year everyone
raved about the on site
restaurant where we will hold
our welcome supper and our
final dinner There is plenty to
see and do in the local area
Oxford and Blenheim Palace
Page 14

Kent is the Orchard of
England and a site we have
used before. Sampling gins or
visits to outlets or even a film
night all our possible. A
chance to improve your craft
skills with Paula. Your chance
to prepare for Christmas.
Rally Marshals Bruce Wallace
& Paula Howard

All our indoor Rally activities
will be held in the spacious
rooms of the Norfolk Suite
where our catered meals will
be served in the Ardingly
Room and morning coffees in
the adjacent Kleinwort Room.
The Ardingly Room will also
be used for our Church
Service and Film Night and is
even
large
enough
to
accommodate
a
sprung
dancefloor!

After dinner on Saturday
evening we can enjoy popular
There are 12 places on this 60’s and 70’s music to the
Rally.
strains of a pop guitar... with
an opportunity to demonstrate
your rock’n’roll skills!

Autumn Fellowship
6th to 11th October

On our final evening we’ll be
pulling out all the stops with a
Parisienne Cabaret – ladies
you can wear your cocktail
*** Reminder: Book by 14th dresses! Music and vocals
July to get your £20 discount! will be provided by the highly
***
acclaimed Jazz Trio ‘Midnight
in Paris’.
At last we’re going to Ardingly
for our longawaited Autumn We hope there’s plenty on
Fellowship Rally – from offer to please everyone and
midday on 6th October 2022  make this an enjoyable ‘Rally
at the prestigious South of to be remembered’...!
England Event Centre.
Rally Marshal Robin Levin,
Following a Welcome Supper Booking Officer John Sadler
on our first evening we’ll have
an Introductory Talk by the There is no limit to the
CEO of the South East number of places on this rally.
England
Tourist
Board,
describing the local area with
its many interesting places for
Summer 2022
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FOREIGN
RALLY
2022

Derek and June Poppleton celebrating their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary whilst
attending the Skelwith Rally

World's Largest
(Postponed from
2021)
24th August to 6th
September
Those
members
already
booked on the 2021 rally will
have their places reserved on
this rally, any places not taken
up by these members will be
made available to book.
This
13
night
rally
incorporates 2 events that
claim to be the World’s
Largest, Corso Zundert (the
World’s
Largest
Flower
Parade and the Dusseldorf
Caravan Salon (The World’s
Largest
Caravan
and
Motorhome Show). We start
in Echternach, the oldest
town in Luxemburg for 5
nights. We then travel in
convoy to the Dusseldorf
Caravan Salon for 3 nights on
the showground camping
area, where vans are parked
in rows with communal dining
between rows. Visit the show
(it makes the the NEC look
like a country fair!) or take the
free shuttle bus to the city
centre
and
explore
Dusseldorf.
Our
final
destination is De Heen in the
Netherlands where we will
visit Corso Zundert.
Rally Marshal and Booking
Officers Tim Sheppard &
Katrina Lancaster
There are 14 places on this
rally.

Many Congratulations to you both.
Funny story submitted by Terry Lonsdale
Bob walked into a bar around 9:58 pm.
He sat down next to his friend Bruce at the bar and stared up at the TV.
The 10 pm News was coming on.
The newscrew was covering the story of a man on the ledge of
a large building preparing to jump.
Bruce looked at Bob and said, "Do you think he'll jump?"
Bob said, "You know, I bet he'll jump."
Bruce replied, "Well, I bet he won't."
Bob placed a £10 note on the bar and said, "You're on!"
Just as Bruce placed his money on the bar, the guy on the ledge
did a swan dive off the building, falling to his death.
Bruce was very upset, but willingly handed his £10 to Bob.
"Fair's fair. Here's your money."
Bob replied, "I can't take your money.
I saw this earlier on the 5 pm News, so I knew he would jump."
Bruce replied, "I did, too, but I didn't think he'd do it again."
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RALLY REPORTS
SIMPLY SKELWITH
The Skelwith Rally is the first rally in 2022 and, as such, it is always well supported by both
regular attendees and some new members to our fellowship.
We arrived on Wednesday the 30th of March to a flurry of snow but after setting up we had a
very warm welcome from our Rally Marshalls, the Gilberts  Stewart and Eileen.
The evening saw us all together at the site meeting room where we were given information on
the Rally and we had the first quiz round, Dingbats, which got us all thinking.
The next day, Thursday, we drove to the beautiful Tarn Hows for a gentle walk around the lake
in sunshine. It was so sad to see the number of mature trees blown down in the recent
storms.
A short drive then an excellent lunch was enjoyed by all at the Outgate Inn. After a free
afternoon we gathered again in the onsite meeting room for a picture show of the ICFR/
RFVR joint rally to RI Convention in Germany. A very enjoyable evening of good fellowship.
Friday started with a ‘posh’
morning
coffee
at
the
Wordsworth Hotel, Grasmere
village on another sunny but
cold day. From the hotel, many
of us went for a walk, led by
Terry Higgins and Sylvia
Prestwich, from White Moss
Common along the river to
Grasmere Lake. In the evening
we all met up and enjoyed a
well
organised
hospitality
evening in the vans.
Saturday was a free day and
we scattered across the Lake
District, meeting again in the
evening for an ‘Italian Night’
with Pizza and round two of
the quiz, with more testing
general knowledge questions.
The mood was escalating to fever pitch as the results were announced.
Sunday was another sunny dry day and following coffee at the rally tent we were led on a
spectacularly scenic walk to an excellent Sunday lunch at the Skelwith Bridge Hotel. That
evening – more hospitality in our vans!
Monday, April 4th. Sadly, the good weather changed this morning and on a very misty and wet
morning we set sail on a boat trip on Coniston Lake, led again by Terry Higgins and Sylvia
Prestwich.
Some wise members of the group stayed on the boat all around the lake, whilst other hardy
souls landed halfway down the lake and walked back to Coniston and a warm, dry, café
where we joined the ‘boaters’ for lunch.
Following an afternoon of changing clothes and warming we all met again for a final party.
After a meal of fish and chips we had the muchanticipated final quiz round, the final results
and prize giving of Easter Eggs.
Page 16
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But all these nighttime events were presaged by the presentation of a card signed by all on
the rally and a ‘fizz’ toast to a surprised June and Derek Poppleton, who were celebrating their
Diamond Wedding on this day.
We were then surprised (shocked) by an announcement of ‘It’s Showtime’ and the entry of
Colin Bradford dressed as a ‘good fairy godmother ’ followed by Rally and assistant Rally
Marshalls dressed as the cast of a special ICFR Production of ‘Cinderella’, which included
Brenda Campbell as a thighslapping Prince Charming!

The full cast were:
The Narrator: Stewart Gilbert,
Cinderella: David Shaw,
Prince Charming: Brenda Campbell,
Ugly Sister: Eileen Gilbert,
Fairy Godmother: Colin Bradford.
Then followed a magical, and often surreal, performance of the traditional panto which was
very warmly received by the stunned audience.
This performance concluded a wonderful first rally of 2022 and we all were very appreciative
of the work and effort by our Rally Marshalls  the Gilberts and the Assistant Marshalls  David
and Jeanne Shaw. Well done and thank you for a rally with the ‘Happiest’ of all endings.
Tuesday, April 5 was a sad day when we all had to pack up, say our goodbyes, and hope to
meet at the next ICFR Rally.
Peter Downham
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A selection of photographs from the
first rally to be held in 2022 at
Skelwith.

Yes  that is Colin
Bradford
taking
a
photograph of himself!

Photographs kindly provided by Stewart
Gilbert, Peter Downham and Colin
Bradford
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New Members
Martin & Lesley Sulley

Colchester Camulos RC  District 1240 East Anglia

Ian & Janet Buick

Frome RC  District 1200

South West

Brian & Suzanne White

Carlisle RC  District 1190

North West

Sylvia & Terry Gibson

Chippenham  District 1200

South West

Samantha Button & Shaun Marshall Arusha RC  District 9214

International Tanzania

David Macdonald & Carolyn Algar Todmorden RC  District 1040

North West

Julian & Jenny Daniel

South Central

Ferndown RC  District 1110

George & Madelaine Phillips Ringwood RC  District 1110

South Central

Lynda & David Wearn

Alnwick RC  District 1030

Scotland & N East

Joyce Spencer

Alnwick RC Alumni  District 1030

Scotland & N East

David & Brenda Buckley

Newport Uskmouth  District 1150

S West Midlands

Sulyman Jafiya

Abuja Urban RC  District 9125

International Nigeria

In Memoriam
Name

Passed Away

Marjorie Bamforth

26/07/2018

Doris Fleury

08/09/2021

Alan Galley

17/12/2020

Roger Glew

08/02/2022

Jean Morris

01/12/2020

Joe Mutch

04/04/2022

Malcolm Sanger

14/03/2022

Sylvia Skerratt

05/04/2022

Jean Stewart

31/12/2020
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Spouse/Partner

Ethel Glew

Helen Marshall

Maurice Stewart
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The Editor,
News and Views
I.C.F.R

Dear Bruce,
We were interested to read the letter from Elizabeth and Tony Wakefied on their
retirement from active caravanning.
It brought back memories of a tour to Spain, on which we had the pleasure of their
company, which was organised by Charles Lynam ably assisted by Geoff Powell.
On the way down we stayed at Saumur and were hosted by the local Rotary Club in a
candlelit cave du Vin high up in the cliffs overlooking the Loire – magical. One of their
members was the Deputy Mayor and whilst his boss was away he treated us to a
reception at the magnificent HoteldeVille, and later took us on a visit to the National
Stud where we were greeted by the Director himself.
On our first night in Spain we were woken with the news of the death of Princess
Diana. On our return journey in Andorra la Villa many of us saw little of the town as
were ensconced in seedy bars watching the funeral on tiny television sets.
We also stayed in Blaye on a magnificent site in the ruined Chateaux on grassy pitches
overlooking the Gironde. We were well looked after by the local Rotary Club who gave
us a reception in what could be described as a rather salubrious empty shop but wine
for the Ladies and whisky for the men flowed generously. We think the venue had
been chosen to allow us to walk (stagger) back to our site. They also laid on a coach
for a tour of Bordeaux and one of their wine growing members (there were many)
invited us to his vineyard to show off his brand new grape picking machine. We
happily swarmed over the monster as it thrashed its way down the vines oblivious of
any Health and Safety regulations. On our last night we were invited to an outoftown
restaurant and we wisely hired a coach although it was noticeable that the driver who
was invited to the meal was knocking back the wine like there was no tomorrow! The
wine which had been provided by our picking machine friend (we bet he didn’t pay
corkage!) was to say the least a little rough and he even apologised to the gathering,
particularly the ladies that they might find it “somewhat young”. Anyway, who cared
after the fifth glass.
At the end of the formal speeches, quite unexpectedly, Elizabeth got to her feet and
gave us a word perfect rendition of “Albert and the Lion”. Whilst the ICFR members
were literally clutching their sides and rolling on the floor our French hosts sat there
totally bemused – another memorable evening.
Apologies to current members for these historic ramblings but our memories of the
many enjoyable times with the Fellowship are indelibly enshrined.
Warmest regards to anyone who still remembers us.
Yours sincerely

June and Bill Briggs
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ICFR Annual General Meeting 2022
Saturday 14 May 2022 at 10:30 am, in the Agricultural Business Centre at the Bakewell
Spring Fellowship Rally
Agenda
1.

Welcome from the President.

2.

In Memoriam.

3.

Apologies for absence.

4.

Report from the Rally Marshal.

5.
News and

Approval of minutes of previous AGM meeting. As published in Winter
Views.

6.

Matters arising from those Minutes not covered elsewhere.

7.

Notice of any other business. As shown in Agenda Item 12

8.

Election of Officers including those nominated as a Trustee and
Committee Members.

In accordance with the ICFR Constitution Clause 10.1 all Officers are elected annually but can
only normally serve for three years (President and Vice President two years). This year we
replace President, Vice President, and Editor. As there is only one nomination for each of
these roles no vote will be necessary. The remaining existing Officers are elected unopposed.
As only two nominations have been received for the vacancies of Elected Member of the EC
no vote will be necessary.
President Nominee:

Derek Rogers

Vice President Nominee: John Sadler
Editor Nominee:

Maggie Ambrose

Elected Members Nominees: Joanna Channell, Graham Parker
9.

Vote on Honorary Members.

Proposed “that Peter and Glenys Spencer, who have for many years provided the rally field
for Ashbourne Rally, should continue as Honorary Members until the next AGM”.
10.

Reports from:
1. President.
2. Vice President.
3. Secretary.
1. General Report.
2. Report from the Executive Committee Meetings.
3. Correspondence.
4. Treasurer Report and proposals:
1. “That the accounts for 2021 as submitted be approved.”
NEWS & VIEWS
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2. “That subscriptions for 2023 should remain at £10 a year with an extra £5 for
the first year.”
3. “That Mike Segon continues his appointment as Auditor for the 2022
Accounts.”
5. Membership Secretary.
6. Editor.
7. International Liaison Officer.
8. Programme Secretary, including:
1. Programme and Future Rallies.
2. RI, RGBI, IW, ICFR and ACCEO AGM and Fellowship

Rallies.

9. IT Secretary
10. Public Relations
11. Sales and Equipment
11.

Announcement of Officers, Trustees and Committee Members elected.
Confirmation of the members of the Executive Committee for the coming year.

12.

Any other business as notified earlier.
1. As approved by the EC, and in accordance with Clause 10.1 of the
ICFR Constitution “That the term of office of Secretary, Gerard Turley and
Membership Secretary, Katrina Lancaster be extended by 12 months so that
they will end on 30 June 2024”.
This is occasioned by the disruption caused by Covid resulting in late take up of
roles.
2. Details of proposals for the Archive of ICFR currently held by Derrick Sanders
who after many years is giving up the role as ICFR Archivist.
3. Update on the activities of the new role of Almoner.

13.

Vote of Thanks.

14.

Date, Time and Place of next AGM or Fellowship Meeting.

Postal Votes.
In accordance with the constitution clause 13.5 as shown below any full member not able to
attend the AGM is entitled to a postal vote. Please apply to the Secretary by email or post to
arrive before 14 April 2022. A postal vote, with any updated information, will be sent to you on
15 April 2022 and to be counted it must arrive back with the secretary by 4 May 2022
13.5 Postal Voting
1. Any Full Member not attending a GM will be entitled to register a postal vote
with the Secretary prior to that meeting, subject to that Full Member writing to
the Secretary, at least one calendar month before the GM requesting an
individual postal voting form. Only individual requests will be accepted, and the
necessary documents will be dispatched as soon as possible.
Page 22
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2. Providing the above provisions are complied with, the Secretary will send:
1. A postal voting form plus an individual voting identification
number.
2. Details of all resolutions currently proposed for consideration at
the GM.
3. The Full Member casting such a postal vote shall return it to the Secretary to
arrive not less than ten (10) full days before the date of the GM and will not
thereafter be entitled to record a second vote on those matters in person at the
GM.
4. Bulk applications for postal votes will not be accepted.
20220514 agenda for agm .docx

Gerard Turley, 02/04/2022

Photograph sent in by Ray Jones

Questions:
1. Is this a caravan or a motorhome?
2. Would this qualify for ICFR membership?
3. Should this be presented to the current President of ICFR? If
yes, should they wear their Chain of Office whilst 'driving'/towing?
4. Is a driving test required?
5. Where is the gas canister stored?
6. When hosting, is it standing room only?
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CARDIAC ARREST MNEMONIC
‘DRS ABC’
D

Danger – check around patient

R

Response – Shout “Can you hear me?” into both ears and tap/shake shoulders
to check if conscious

S

Shout for help. If on your own continue checks and start CPR. If helper they
should be asked to call 999 and follow the instructions including identifying the
nearest defibrillator.

A

Airway – is it blocked?

B

Breathing – place your ear at casualty’s mouth – listen and feel for breathing
and watch for chest movements

C

Circulation – deal with major bleeding

If casualty nonresponsive and not breathing, or not breathing properly, start CPR. Chest
compressions with arms straight at 120/min and depressing the chest at least 5cm or 2
inches. If you are willing and able  after 30 compressions 2 rescue breaths given and
sequence resumed. If breaths not possible continue chest compressions without a break until
medical help arrives
USING DEFIBRILLATOR
Turn defibrillator on and follow instructions. Remove clothing from chest area. The area where
pads to be placed may need shaving and skin may need drying. Avoid placing pads directly
over a pacemaker (lump under the skin usually near left shoulder).
Bruce Liddle

The ICFR Defibrillator

IPAD case showing
the AED Starter Kit
and Spare Pads on
the left and the IPAD
on the right
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Bruce's Breakdown  a sad tale with a
happy ending.
The sad tale started on the first full day of the Late Spring Fellowship when my Volvo wouldn't
start. The general consensus was that the battery was flat. Geoff Fewings kindly brought his
car over to attempt a jump start. This didn't work and left Geoff scratching his head.

THURSDAY AM
The rescue service was called and a more powerful jump starter was connected. This turned
out to be flat! The breakdown van was connected to my car but that also failed to start the car.
Diagnosis was a burnt out starter solenoid. Solution  short piece of wire that can be used to
bypass the solenoid and 'bingo' the car started. I'm delighted because I know how to start the
car and the breakdown man is pleased  he receives £10 for his good work and drives away.
I loaded the dogs into the car (engine has been left running) and put it into drive. After a few
tries it is clear there is a problem since the car jumps forward and creeps forward very slowly.
Breakdown man called back and is mystified. "Must be a problem with the gear selector" he
says. He retrieves a very large screwdriver and hammer from his van and tries, using
considerable force, to make the gear lever go into drive properly. This does not work and he
passes a small spring to me which he explained was the cause of the problem. He decides
the car and caravan need to be 'rescued'. "Don't contact the rescue service until Tuesday
morning" the breakdown man told me. He explained that the car and caravan would be
collected that day if we did. We agreed with this since we wanted to participate in the rally.
At this stage I rather naively thought the car and the caravan would be taken back to
Nottingham where the car would be delivered to the Volvo garage, the caravan, Sue, I and the
dogs would be dropped off at home. How wrong could I be.

TUESDAY AM
Rescue service called early in the morning and reassured me that the car and caravan would
be picked up late morning. Given the very hot weather Sue and the dogs arranged to return
home with Tim and Katrina in their motorhome. This turned out to be a really good move!
Message from the rescue service  Car and Caravan would be collected late afternoon, taken
to their depot initially then hopefully it should arrive back in Nottingham Thursday/Friday. I am
told Enterprise Car Hire will contact me. This they did but told me they couldn't pick me up
until early afternoon. Also explained that the car would be a small Vauxhall Corsa. Given what
I needed to transfer from the car and the caravan I explained the car was not large enough.
Response was not helpful. Phil Carey very kindly drove me to the nearest Enterprise Office in
Trowbridge where by some good fortune a small van had recently been returned and I could
have it for an extra £1.00.

TUESDAY PM
Low loader arrives  I have to explain to the driver how to connect the caravan to the low
loader!
Car and Caravan off to somewhere 
when will I see them again?

SATURDAY AM
Car and Caravan turn up outside my house. Caravan is unhooked and car is in process of
being offloaded from the low loader. Driver informed that the car should be delivered to the
Volvo garage. This cuts no ice. The car is offloaded and the low loader leaves.

Page 26

Summer 2022

NEWS & VIEWS

Rescue services contacted again and arrangements made for the car to be collected and
delivered to the garage which will close at 12.30.
Car collected at 11.30am leaving me feeling very satisfied. Driver
says he knows where the garage is. Driver also tells me that the car's
tow bolt used by the previous rescue service has been bent.
I contacted the garage at 12.30 to check the car had arrived safely to be told that it had not
and that I shouldn't worry since this happens all the time!!

MONDAY
Car delivered to garage

WEDNESDAY
Informed by the Service Manager that the gear selector has been shattered. Visit to the
Bradwell Rally cancelled.

MONDAY (1 week later)
Good news  informed that the car is ready for collection. Car and broken
gear selector parts collected.

Insurance assessor eventually visited to check the repair. Following my description of what
happened he said the breakdown man was lucky that the Electronic Control Unit (ECU) was
not damaged due to his bypassing the starter solenoid.
Unfortunately the story doesn't end there. When I hooked up the caravan, prior to having a
short break, the lights on the caravan would not work. A mobile caravan engineer discovered
that all the bulbs were burnt out and the casings on the trailer lights were melted. It is thought
that one of the low loaders 24volt system was the cause.
The total cost of the repair was over £1400 and this was settled very quickly by the Rescue
Service Insurance Company. I was offered £100 for the disruption/inconvenience which was
raised to £250 when I turned this down.
Total time taken  16th July to settlement on 27th September. Almost 11 weeks. It doesn't
seem long as I write this but the extremely frequent unsatisfactory telephone conversations
seemed to go on for eternity.
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AUTUMN FELLOWSHIP 2022
Thursday 6th October  Tuesday 11th October
South of England Event Centre, South of England Showground, Selsfield
Road, Ardingly, West Sussex RH17 6TL
Following a Welcome Supper on our first evening we will have an Introductory Talk by the CEO of the
South East England Tourist Board, describing the local area with its many interesting places for us to
visit and explore… such as the delightful nearby town of Arundel with its highlyrated castle and quaint
little shops; or the exotic Royal Pavilion in Brighton; Wakehurst
NT Botanic Gardens
– or maybe take a ride on
the Bluebell Steam
Railway.

There will also be opportunities to enjoy a leisurely game of Boules or Ladder Golf – or book a game of
Golf at one of the nearby Golf Courses in Haywards Heath; Cuckfield or Lindfield.

All our indoor Rally activities will be held in the spacious rooms of the Norfolk Suite where our catered
meals will be served in the Ardingly Room and morning coffees in the adjacent Kleinwort Room. The
Ardingly Room will also be used for our Church Service and Film Night and is even large enough to
accommodate a sprung dancefloor!

After dinner on Saturday evening we can enjoy popular 60’s and 70’s music to the strains of a pop
guitar... with an opportunity to demonstrate your rock’n’roll skills!

On our final evening we’ll be pulling out all the stops with a Parisienne
Cabaret – ladies you can wear your cocktail dresses! Music and vocals
will be provided by the highly acclaimed Jazz Trio ‘Midnight in Paris’.

We hope there’s plenty on offer to please everyone and make this an enjoyable ‘Rally to be
remembered’...!

Your Rally Marshalls: Robin and Alison Levin, Assistant Marshalls Len and Marilyn Boudier and Booking
Officer John Sadler look forward to welcoming you to this Rally.
*** Reminder: Book by 14th July to get your £20 discount! ***
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